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I decided to start writing a diary about what is happening when I
was watching the news last night. John Major seems Lo have had a
highly successtul Lendon ConTerence. At le ast all the participants
have naw agread on 'princigles' and the UM has convirmed that it
wants about 6,000 troops; presumably about 1,800 of them 'heing
British. Last Friday we were selected as thoe RPattalion to be placed
on standby Taor the commitment.

Previaus ta the anncuncement that 1 CHESHIRE was the selected
Fattalion for possible degloyment to The Falkans there had teen many
rumatrs. 0On ded 19 Rug I telephoned Briy Tim Sulivan and we joked
about the possibilities. He tos thought the Cheshires were likely
cwnken?ers; out noenetheless told me to continue with my leave plans.

Lizxie, the ®ids and I lert Tor Berlin on Thu 0 Aug. We had
bosked into Edinburgh House a fawr manths age and it was good e be
guing back to Berlin atiter so many years. Bath children were very
excited., Uhilst Lizzie had a snoop around h2r old haunts I tock the
children swimming in the OftTicers Club. There w2 met up with Andrew
and Sandy Meek; he is nowa COS Berlin Garrisen. In the evening we
alex saw Richard Sherriff wha is MA/CINC RA0A/. Richard was staying
thers a3 his boss was up in Rerlin for the clasure oF the ferlin
arasurad squadron.’

Our races were Tine although Lizzie thaught she had got a better

q2al whz2n she vad First come out fiere aver S0 years agoe. On Che
naye morning we all went dewn te Eerlin vor the marning. Ue were
trying to ge%t some clothing for the kids - wiih mixed success. We
aad ended up in the FX - but that wasn*t too good either. It was

el lunein Lhat I was summoned to the reception by an announcaemant.
ted me to ring him. Apparzaily o2 had bheen warned (o
and tihe ecewmainder of HQ Loy Trow-gaing ca leavz.
viere on lpave were ordered Lo return tao
Despite vy wisin ror Lizzie and the kids to stay in
¥ insisted on coming back teo. We renched Fallingbostel
at 1800Qhkrs.

verting I had a Coanterencs at T100hrs, We discussed hoovw e
Wle training. Durdng.the Coenterence a Foraal Hdrnind
‘ved. W wore placed on 7 days NTM ard ‘h; Wwhole UA

£ owouled include ) CHESHIKRE, an sracure oCC2 3qQuadran, an
nGlazer squadsran and a large logistical Saai. It wis A classic
viarneng oedoe winien stated that noe Firm docision was geing we be
“1a2 soedace the Lendoen Ceatfecaenca (Thoa E7 fuyg)d oL the zarliesi.  The
Sadaavenr Was Lo a2 ductod OFERATION SSALE .,

o

<
a

A Thaene an Sheaghe we werked ol houwes we gonld te ot thinns
Voo daching right bheooagin LR weslond. Da Sgyn 23 Aag a
Ly conder2nec wad hEid ab HO Iad an foaaslager. b owas

cusired by Colin Groves (g {nfs aad maaih 34asebon

R T T DL S RV markh and [ Sabtlh attaaasy aaving travaellad
Teerr e el et iaoa 1 8 CanTae add sl st gailed Hhas

bl B X T . -
LTI DY N rainTarcs The Battalian v oanaa s s
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The whaole world seemea wo attend the Conference. (t was agreed
though that B Coy and Sp Coy would start a packaye of training on
the evening of Tue I5 Aug. 1he package would consisl of & days
fariny small arwms followed by & days firing WNARRIOR - wnich we nao
never yot Tirec. HEfter that we envisayed 4 3G heur FT) held at
Company level and telow., I supeczed to o on a recee at sho=t
notice and so Tim Cari would have to run the training without me.

The Media interest flared and then went away 1n the few uvays
atter Mon &4 Auy. U was interviewed by The Sunday Times and the~ 5y
Ridan Donuvan of BSRS. After thece brief farays I have veen
instructec to avele the Fress unti1l & decision 1e made, but, having

" spexen to Co Siken 3tocker (Chiet PR at HQ BROR) I accepted tnat a

large “rets Conference maght tiave to e helid <Pter a4 Tinal decision
was mada.

-2 A
. %
O tne evening of Thuy &7 Auy I went toe Sennelager - just in time
to atiend some vary poeod presentdticons on Yugeslavia, Health and

the law of Rrmed Conilick. Havang spent the night there I-was
tharatore prasent when 2 Senteor OFfFicers visited Juring Fri &8 Qug.
I wae Tiring my GHTEs with WARIOR on F Range when L4 Ben Jeremy
MacKenzie arrived at avout 1315hrs.,  I¢ was rather nice ¢t see hir
again., e taiked and te stressed a Tew paints to me. fFaretly, he
told ae kol ta expect dny saet of darection of [ deplaved. Tihare
would Ye ne radid conteosl and 1 would nave ta work hard at
evaerything. I aughy €2 make up my own mind ang then get on witt
things., Secondly, e told ae that he thought ] woeula probabiy coro
sader caoamand of Col Mark Codi, Wwa was on Lie yround alreasy.
Jereamy MacKenzic Choeugil he was Y100 but not 2 particularly good
commander. Tairdiy, e thouygnt I would te vory well advised to
teraln up & Toew snapers as the Canadiane (ad =hol obout I3 with
thelr own snigers. [ was surprised by this foct az it had not heen
v the news; or at least I hadn’t seen 1t., { agreed that pertaps we
shaould keep that anrt of thing guiat tor the moment, Faurthly,
Jepremy MacHenzie &avised me te get as good o Rear Party as was
pranrhle - particularly wn Lhe welfare side. Finally we discusaed
waere I oemight end o in The Halkane., HNhercever it will te 1 was teld
P8 weyld e Lie RAIR eFToert. We snould expecl a touwr of 6 wonths.
it wanin requare adaptabilily ana tact. Jereay MacKenz2ie rather
rivesy 3a1d { had thosde ia abundance — as wull as stronyg nerves.
On gartuing be todd me to ltecp in touch and matuarally wanted hae ARRC
to he used - an example of the *new' NATO.

AL 1415hera 1 went back to the P GRAPPLE Crecordinativn Centre
viherse [ wags du2 o aect Maj Geon Peter Shpherd, COS HQ BADR. He
reminded me of Maji Sen James Goravn, currently COC HO WELE. T was
nol kae keen an niw at all on Yiess sight.  SGhepherd was aggrieved
At ke was wountany the cperaiiuen ans vet UKLF was in command. o
the anilense drrikation of Brig Celin Graves whae was gresent he
radiced quistivas abods whether the Cheshires and K LRISH wauld be
abrle to get on with ane anoatler. [ fully sappasrted Celin Groves and
zald thal both COL were fully in agreemnent on Law things shauld be
doane.  Thers wos a0 contflich ot all,  Sheptiard sugges_od that an
the ~evee Yt wauld probatly be M whe would Have tn recommmcnd what
Farce congosition was reguired. [ aust pe tutally haonesit abogt
tihal. Muos t certainly ne more Lhan JOSF percunne] wosd e allawed.
e alun ditougsed Chabiiam eeour. I osaid there ecould he ne daubts
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there atout the need for it. Shepherd agreed Lo £pass my views oa.
Incidentally this is where 1 slightly differ from Colin BGroves. He
is not at all caonvinced o«f the need. for it. Shepherd discussed waove
dates too. He stressed now l1emportant ke teit L was to establish a
"Ng Mave Betore' tiace. [ mentianed that B Cuy, Sp Coy anag a iot of
peopl? in HG Coy nao had no lraver and he agrecd haw important it
was that thoy get semething. Shepherd lerft telling me to cortact
ham darect outsrde the chain of command it L telt like doiong so.

As Shepherd left Maj Gen lain MacKay-—Dick arrived. He seemed &
very goud sort; easy to talk to and relaxed. [ told hia I bad two
imwediate aiws. First I wanted to he able to shoat accurately with
ooth small arws angd HARKIOR as well as yet my vehiclez up tao
seratein. Second I wanted to take 50K leave - especiqlly for those
who mave not hao much. T thanked ham for 2ll the help hie sta¥r had
givaw u?. AFter that [ Jreve inloe the MATO Mesw and had a bati.
Duridng the evening T had dinner with O K Miller, new CO 1 A & SH,
who Wwas praviding 4il our range teanms.

- The equipment otate is pretty bad at the moment. Twenty—sin out
of 45 WARRINORS are off Ehe rodd dnd 13 wut orf 46 FV 430 are down.
Sin xat ¢ 8 SCIMITAH: don’t work and haif Luhe londravere are YOR.

I have organized the Batlalion's ORBAY so that each company wiil
bave at least aone major and twoe captains. This would at least give
m2 taat aption to change things arcund withoue too much imgpact 17 1
wanted to. da so.  Fach company is also toe hiave a subaltern
watchkeeper — from & R IRISH?

Saturcay 29 Ruqgust ,
Revailie wase at GSZ0hrs when [ was unceremanlodsly awoken by a
saidroer., I Tound it impsssible to sleep dnymoure anyway and so got
up. rmaving washed ana shaved 1 drove frum itwatre Harracks to the

MBTC fess and weatched TV New:s. TYhere was nuthing naw.

Ouring zhe marning I vizited a: wany ranger asw ] could and alsea
fired SCIMITAR with the Recce 1. I wasn’'t muach impressed by
SCIMITAR. WARRIOR has everything on SCIMITAR except sire, and
stealth. I wonder 1f SCIMITAR is worth taking?

Durinyg the day I alse met up with FPhil Bosling whe is commanding
19 Rueygt RCT. We discussed the subjoct of wounen because I was
cancerned that <o many seemued Lo b comang 1n h1s KCT cquadron. He
said they would 4o the job and it would nof matler. He's probatly
rigint.

Uary sadly a scldier, Pte Helly, died at lunchtine. He btiadg a
sarioun medicval problem ahich hac meant he wau on light duties.
{2glly guut kerled wver and daced - tragic. C5nt Randall gave him EAR
st ko net avail., RAs a result [ skayed longer than [ expected in
Senndlager.

Tt wil take us a week tueo et cur vedhscles up te cerateh, ancther
woek o Qi Cacvbhar Armegr and yet anothor woelh G paint Lhen., That
tegether with a potsable 3 weelr tea muve cuuld Hrdn Lhat we will not
ba La The Balkans befere, a% the earliest, 19 Qct. That 1s of
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course it the decision is %alen.
Monday 21 August

Andrew fMacDanald had maved int
ihave returned to Faliingbostel -
lirﬂs. Same poor untoriunate sol
tive funl ved above nme

L trying very
disturbed the CO. In tact I didn
AS3Ghrs ‘reveille. Perhaps it was

I had expected simply to spend
travel Dack to Fallingbostel as 3
my ’In'_Tray. In the ecventi he dJdi
setlaf? pack haowe -at 074Shrs.

On arrival there I reparted in
about my deiayed argival hame. 1
sanse af *proper? behaviour atvter
wis necessary - probably nat,

I had a quick cup &7 coTree be
time I was not really in the best
Fark, Siscon Z1llis ;and the ASM al
s22aing lack of supnurt aver the
Frobably Far tes unkind to them.

. i wirote a Tairly detailed appr
Basically I wanted tw acsa2ss when
and whet training I ceuld achieve
t1arning scenarie I thought that ¢t
Balians would be akcout 5 0ct ibnut

- 2r

trser Co 15 - 6 Qck

'
?
L]

dn the 5
Sulivan
skl
poessibility,

coaan the day the RBM andg [
P S8gn D/LBL Firing wisth thei
andgd Alan ARbranam (GC 2 Sign

Sow B Dga cauld poe ps2d an i FT

vzt Gaeretdy Ao 1L,
Arbtar faeeh BEME, Joe Wivial,

TetTical tietnys, Hq aygraed weth
": A Y Loy,

RS R RTRI LN _;‘_.l;:-'; e
Lo ayneul APLEP LY et oy

PR XS SR I

PP S Lua

srrnalft

[ N NI R
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oomy reom = xt { had expected to
and s spent the night in 3 Pl
dier pratabliy spent all night in
iiard net o mave in casé he

't sleep ton well and was got up at
n't quite such a gond idea after

S

the night in Sennelager and then
woen a3 Mick Limblott turned up with
dn’t get tack early encugh and I

¢. She wae nat taow happy
I had stayed out of some
deati but I wonder it that

fore going inta EBn HQ and by that
of maads ., in a short time Tim
1 received 3 bLacklash about their

Helly incident., 5o be Tair I was

eciation betwaen 1630 -~ 0130hrs.
I could nave, when 1 shauld meve
in the tim2 available. On o shaort
he earliest wo could be in The
in raal tiae 1t weuld havae o be

. daturally 1 aise includsd a bried
P opreeetane leave i onmy appreciactign.,

@orning of 33 Mug 1 Zdiscusses the situation with Brig Tim
and Brig Colin Sreves. Now [ feel thet we will probatbly
o but It will b2 auch later than was at Tirst thaught a

1
-

vent down te fange 2 at Hahne to

ir SCIlavaRs. Jan2s Shoert (CO
) Twere Sath tazee. Ho dicscussed
X later in toe wevk and agre Q@2 o

Came 1ard sy afFiln te discuss
Lhe Eiae Ay

sraclalbiaon as ghoun in

LoRARLYS D ACH TACHK B0
Wilelemen e Foa Ax:q; ade ang o
vobage o w e & TUENS L Ir e
saien 2ol Wt Clagas

XA
: <
“r dravs e
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Ey 1800hrs we had arrived and I was akla to discuss my cancapt
¥or a possible Brigade and Eattle Graug Trainer Exercise with Calin
Graves. In short 1 want a 1 CHESHIRE Operatianal fGrea estawvlished
Within which w2 would practise convays, graotection/sacurity patrels
and disaster relier. The Base would have o bz sustained along an
13R where the National Support Element wauld Lo lacated. I want a &
day exercise to which all officers akave the rank of capfain would
attend.

AITAT laid on a series o7 lectures in the evening which I
attended. These included presentaticons on the Media, cenvey drills,
proxy/mortar bomb Srills, coerdons and driving., We alsa received
arders Tor the FTX which started today. Arriving late bkack at the
Ofriceds Mess I feound a F-INFO ofTicer with no rocm. Tim Fark was
instive same state and so wath oF thew sl2pt in my room in The MATO
Mess. .

- This marning I observed a whale series oF practical stands in
Tin City. I thought tiat they were particularly relevant to the
situation desoite the Tact that they ahviausly came From NI
training. We have nothing else to go on at this stage. The Convay
Zxercise itselt started at 1130hrs. The Company level FTX has been
Aauch shertened to Lacome anly about 7 hours lang. To ke honest I
wasn't sure what else pecple would get 2ut of it. A and C Coapanies
vere the first tws coapanies to go through the Exercise and they

did so with no problems at all.,

Gt 1330hrs I went to Briy Colin Groves! Office to meet up with
Ian Taltot (COS 1 Armd Div) and Erig Inf himselr. We considered

Foliaw-an Training and (luckily) 1 was avie bta pull aut ay
saroreciaticn wpich helped me get what I wanted — noat that they
il o want Ta give we exaciéiy that! I %hinte Celin Groves is being

Lz Pheavy? al the aosmont — but that 15 provabiy vour ather

s (e wants to get his Training Suppart Organisation properly
t up). My Appreciation gave the best voessible windows Tor
Fallaw—up Training and so we proavisiconally sketched aut the details

<% Lthase times.,

I have just heard that NATO has arfered 6,000 troops ta the UN.
[ presuac we are-liltely to o tie UA's contrivution. Jeroay
Sacienn:ie had mentionod ta ae the any Twe Star deadquariers would
include Maj G2a Dennisen—Smitih (mayiee). There is a growing feeling
Shat tihe delay in making final decisions on deglavaent is becauwse CF
arrangesents need to be arganized.

Oofpaike toe all OF GRARPLE personnel wha ware attiending travning
s nighs in Senanelager’s Lecture Hall, [ stressed that thore was

o Rrdisien yol, bul ther: wouid (frely »32 a J1 oy prayradeas v gat

er vt Thwalre Deyoend any docisien. Vla weuld mave Ko ek ooure
dadeting apd vehicles ia good order du prierttias. hifter that we
Tt yger own loawn., (n carbicalar [ wacadsd avon

yoene fnaf tiey muss
Sredated Boodo all jebis. Above everyialng alse [ wanted

.’

vraityaas! porsenal weapen o e Tobaliy acoueat
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Saturday § Soptembor !

Thursday was in large part a repeat pesTormance ot the Jdew
berare with B Coy and B Sqn 3/13L geing throungh the package instzad
T AR and C Coys. Additicnally The Daiiy TVelegraph nad increased
anticipatian &y pubiishing and article by Peter Arwand predicting
that up—armouring would happen shortly and that we would deploy
quite quickly thereatFter. -

Faor fty part I completed a TV interview with Peter Waters (SO & F
IMFQ 3 Arwd Div) so that the Aray would have something to give tihae
Fr2ss once a deciziocn was announced. [ Tlew back from Sennelager
shartly arter the TV interview. VYesterday I spent most of my time-
in the orffice. James Miles (S0 & P INFO 1 Rrmg Div) visited and we
dicscussoed how I might play the Media. 1% was abviows that I would
need tF have a Fress Facility very soan after it was anncunced that
w2 werd going to deploy.

Monday 7 Septeaber

Althaugh we were all wirking on Sunday €& September Lizzie,
Caraline and I had lunch in the Officers Mess. Arfter that I went
fiome and spent the rest of the day and evening ’reviciting' ny
apprzciation., The'iearliest I reckan we can deplay would be at tase
and of the amonth with a rtull deployment in Bosnia not tetare S
October.

Every morning now we have a session of 'prayers' which revicws
what we flave achieved and haw we should proceed. Arter that this
merning lan Talbot rang se 0 say thet a Cabinet fleeting on Thursday
1o Saptembar wight result in a decision to deplay. 1 have now bez=n
te ths QM3 Stores and soertcd osul wy kiC; recult wac a new sleeping
LAy Aand nslaetn!

w2 Indsday W Sieotember

2s5pite initial problems with the delivery ofF bolts the fitting
ierlifiam Arcpour is new proceeding at a2 very goeosd pace. By last

night the whaele of A Coy was complete. But all this is at a grice.
fMeny  soldiers are getiting very little sleep; that?s not the case
witu @2, I matz sure 1 get all 1 need.

AlLiengh vz have bteen toid ta upearmsur aur vaiicl
Ny Ci2ar arders on theier painting., Now I hevs bee

wnr veindcle of facih type = just ta s0e how it goos

es there are stiil
n tald toa carnt

At onight & French zeldiers were killed on Sarejeve fAirpo-t. I
Sems Lheier vonvey had Seen moactared and aachine-gunonad. Thae2 are
com Foore bhat this will Save conardaratsle impact G the Bretoal,
Prreaien baogend us. Ye siall see.

\

LA & dave Majjor Tony Rainoxz

wai Besn congueting 1V
fecigque tegiatag. Bebh Lizoie aad { woni Chraougn bhe
LITT I wad ovory goesd anad (‘s Quite oo
ST Al Al Le Jaspita beiag very necvaus. U
" 1

atihaqgh my Mot:ce Lo Kaoce haad

af Gier o eho's a
re i 9811l ne dinal

Vemertn ptureitte erad Pee S Spengetn

T
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Sunday 12 Septenmbor f

Fraor wadnesday w2 have had a series of 'scaras' that we ware
it . These have mainiy teen started by F INFS, Jawmes Myles tald
me that an annauncemant was dJus ofFf thursday at 168Z0hr<e and then

1

on

fraday at SR00Ars. The latest rumour i3 that the Socurity Council
will da2cide tomorraw but whe can tell now. We have nad so wmany
false starts. )

Nowe the vehicles arz all sperationally Fit and up—armoured. The
Hp-araouring was achideved in 4 days which I Chink is amazing
censidering tghe work requirzd. A soldier on the tank park teld me

“that Cisiham Armour’s secret was simply a sturting of NAAFI park

pies! That may well help me answer a ditrficult Pres:z question!
.t

MSJOF General Iain MacHay—Dick wvsited us on 11 Septenber. It was
4 very good visit., tHe talked to wme in sy orTice, spent a long time
tallking to saldiers on the tank park and then had tea in the
Of¥ficers Mess. -

We are still working 7 days a week althaugh the tempd has toned
down a little., I tend to come hame at 1900hrs. Using my computar
at home I have now completed so much work it Has almacst paid Tor
itself in gained time.

At 1S4Shrs today'CGS visited us. Genzral Zir Peter Inge landed
in a LYNC on the playing fields in Tront oF the Officers Mess.
Jaremy MacKenzie came with him. In my orftice I briefted beth senicor
aFiicers ga what ay ains vere and when I thouyght we could be ready.
C353 said bhe had heard I was being most oositive, W2 discussed the
“wintarisaticn of WARRIOR and ROE. CBS was anxiaus to ensure that

Sz should allow us te seagepe 'aggrocssor:' wad waeuld not let us
2arey out our dutiz2s. Only tha Canadians really know what they were
eing it Rosnia at the acasn he cald. £t Toe Star RD wee neaded

A

1
¢,
0 creachanan was likeiy ©o coamand (%,

NS
-

tle toured the tank park b2tween 1610 and 17Q0hkrs. The saoldiers

Soake wp weli: and sbviausly left a4 very geod iempression. Later in
the OFricers Mess CGBS talked to the oTfficers and warrant officers
wvar tea. He said he had been shoecked by Lh& devastation in Bosnia
whien b2 nhad visited. The hatred btetween oppasing Tactions was
Alnmaesi lapossible tae believe: He wanted us ©o go to Ranja Luka, but
Aaxthing was Tixked yet. Eattalisns in UNDRIFORA wers & very mixed
5un¢n; aniy the Canadians drew bap warks feom nim,  CGS sugnested a
eTizian wae likely toacrrow. Inge statod he wanted us to ge to
maila and restore the presiiyge of UM Farces.

4
=

The sunih owan a s0Ccesi A far as I wusn soenceened. It littced

accala. (age has  Hold de Lhas Che Prias dionwsber was Jetorained
s TR worabian = provided ft owas well o arganczed — whiich Y wouid
e L fad ajene Lo LKoo apoke Eo Sae wdfdic2rs. 1 warnoed thom
Theal {ii nat conviaces Lt Lhie ageciiion wauie e announced
Seener s andg we sha 181 wars i

id vy wate property baifasre we
- ot K -
Sl e

secited.
CTRee iy oae Fedday L8 - fiey porrada

creidad G ceurse that !owas ru!l;.' satosn

cloar for e Lo talts leave From
2} Sapiodizes -

Viert e were ge bt
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went to bed but was all aovsr the n
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Tuesdeay 15 September

Together with RSM Stevenz I travelled down o Seanelager again on
vestarday morning. 1 spoke to Simon Edwuards and Lavrence Joaes
aoonut the BEGT Scenaria. Time was very shart as I had to get ta
265's farmal talk in Fielefeld., It was quite disappeinting.

was telzsphiened at'hnmc by

anncuncanent would be wade witihin

Still ne decision. But at 2030hrs I
Er gadxer Tim Glass (DFR(AY) . WHe discussed & Fress Facility and
agrezad it might be at 1400krs on doednesday IS Septembzr as an
tb
ew

fe hour. [t didn't come betTore I
¢ when I got up this marning.

'Prayars? tuuk on greater iamporiance tidt morning and it sihowed;
fecvple were very much mare attentive. I alswe taok myself off to the
ranges &nd fired wmy WARRIOR. It didn't seem very accurate but WO =
Lamson said it Wwas; comrander 'Tinger troutle' perhaps!

]
Friday 18 Septemuer
I travelled down to BEGT on ay own in the starf car and arrived
£ E200nrs on Tadiday. By amistake I missed tie Paderborn turnotf
il travelled on to Buterzloh. Imsediately on arrival 1 went
“raigint to my roos and prepared a lecture ror the Study Day. 1
want Lo sleep at abpyt 0100hrs.

At 09Q0hrs on Hednesday we assenbled in EERGT's main lecturc hall
And Malcewla Waowd (CO S Ord Bn) and 1 introduced oursaelves to
2yeryane pre2sent.. Therecarter we had a secries oT presentatians an

G2, UM Forces in Bosnia, | CHESHIRE ORBAT, S Ord Ea ORBAT, The
tegistic Cancept o Operaticons and Tinally my own Concept of
Cewaratians.  That teaoi until 1830hrs when Maicolm Wood, Alan
“rr2han (GO B Sqn F/iEL) andg WO T Cussack (T R IRISH) and I jumped
tate a m2licepter bound Far Fallingbestel.

Joahn Elliz, Bn P INFO Officer mat us. Additionally DPR (A) was
thors with NMigel Gillies (UALF P INFO) . Whilsh we were talking in

"~

i Q

+ Jaremy Macdenzie arrived. This was the 'Fress Facility®
T was tho Fraoant dan. 15 we went in Towards the T Area T Telt

'

lin2 & taoxer :-xng led inte the ring! A vast swars of Fress wora
e

Yt and Janes fyles positicnad e in Front of thewm., I was tested
Jor 3eund and Lthen iauncinzd 1nte & statement — which 1 9id without
asEs . Having wa2leomed the FPress to Fellingbastel I explained

&2 % e had been on standby sinca =1 August ond it was now clear

Civalb we were Lo go,. By Feiday we wauld be Yully ape re*xnnal and

the seldizrs could go an a weelt's loave., Cinally [ endsd by

; cxactly what wur EKasis, laocatosens and RIE were ad vet
That waz Tulicwsd by a 1ol of gueslivne., Jeremy

Deigadier Tum 3tass congratulxro wae an Lhe ey I'h&d

v1i. [ Lawic analioee Taedegions ao1d tnlerviews in ny

Masbl Vost stabiong, fhase warn ook gquibe g geed!

ta Sennalanar
didgnt s Chinle Lo e iontlar
(Ln the Chentiire 007 =

Cud vias dopioyued:

Lodbaertad the Lxvercuioe
wdeBlivalin le Ea cankonue.

fatd Fer Gruinks Alionipbt and

Coo el vE Qi300Ne s which

tic bnd maeac o, Nenctnn sl 7 Al i Sher Facs

WS @ore CAaA T SOAEAny SoWdereled ., oot |
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promoted Bab Ryan to Captain during £he sxzrcise arfter he Had used
moartars to get out of & sticky situation. Again I ended EEGT a
1ittlz early because we had had encugh oub of it. Having travellad
Sack Lo Fallingbostel in the car with Martin Fargrava, John £llis
and Jotn Donnelly, I arrived mome at 19300rs.

Toeday I inspected every company stooed to ite venicles. Idvs
strange but some of the sceldiers are complaining of snow Blindness
fron the whitensss of their venicles. 7Tim Sulivan arrived aad
tielped me inspect HQ Cay. :

DMD is new in Bosaia and apparently returns tomerraw night.
Both Malcwla Wond and I have been told te repert to Main Building
a1 sunday Tor briefing by DMO and his team. It se2rs we may he
gring %o Bosnia on tuesday.

. *
Saturday 139 September

4
Lizzie had tea and twast in bed this morning. We Kad lunch in
The Rathaus in Hannover. Ry 13550hrs I was driving with Fte ERagley
te cateh the Lutthansa Flight 9106 to London at 1720krs. James
Farcival mat #e and we drave to his Tlat ia Fufney. 1 stayed the
night with the Percivals.

Sunday Z0 Septembei !

Xy 1000nrs [ was in Historic Resm 7 faviny bteen driven inta
swn Ly James Percival. It took a while for cveryone to asserpdle
H

fte o}

by 1100hrs ACGS (iMajor General UWheeier), Major Bencral Rupert
Smith, Major Benzral Field (DGLF (R)Y) and EBrigadier Jenkins (DMO)

flad arrived.,

AUGE stated that a Tws Star HO was now eutharized and Ma jar
Ganoral Lhilip Moerillao wenld comsand i, Beigadior Roddy
rdy~Siazsan was to be the Chiez? orf Starf. FHO COMBRITCOMN was Lo

3 upgunned to One Star or v¥ailing Lot o romaein at Ful}) Coianed
Lavel. DLCur aperaticnal area was to be Tuzla. The French were to
nave Binace and the Cansdians to have Banja Luka. Hn FST was o

Jein the Eritish Contingent. At the end o7 thirs Rupert Smith passcd
a2 a note, 14 said "Bal, This loolks like a croacle of shit. Kest of
i, Fupert, - .

rothat tha Legistics Officers went off te talk leggic

and DD Hook aver. He tried o oxpialn UNHCS operatiansg
Force Structure in mare Jetail. Things wers otviowsly
iy - sarticularly anaui winat we shouild de an the recce.
T we word required e Lake tus langrawvoes, fros Zagreb and
JerEivie our o wWay L Tutla Ernreocugh The Serizian Lines.,

rast eV Ehe Qfforncan csading Clateared, Jadcuaenta and

Ting mabbers wish Deiyadiers MilusJFr;;bv (D00 G5 HOD UMLIF)Y as
a surles of eolancle includine flst e Tlwen (Cal 60 ). o
Shat w2 Ged Latlle oncice Suh obe Eaairia S peodlien Froaae

D4t We hepe e FENG S way Lin g e Yusla ang Lhen
K Yaarzadior we would FiEoan spcealtaiel pilan argand Shat.
RTINS Tl Sulndy en W0 uAddegrage. . damih g val T3 oan

El
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Justin was there, Toygether we went round to see Keith and May
Prasser in Clarenden Drave. James Fercival wvas amazed by the lack

of directica T seemed to be getting in preparation for a vital
recca.

Monday 21 Septemnter

James and Jusiin Percival were decenl encuyh to get up and see me
afi at O730hrs whnen [ laft for the 80 minute walk Eo Cast futney
Underground Station. I taolt a train directly intce Weestminster on
the District Line. By O91G3hrs I was in DMOs Office. WMiles Fraishy,
Roy Lennox, Major General Field, and (newly cummoned from Germany)
Johao Field (CO 35 Engr Reyt) were there taa.

M0 gave us the gist or his notes. He told ue vhat UN Military

Bbsairvaers would guide us inccountry. In the middle ot this

brizfing SUolonel Mark Loolt rang and 1 spoke Lo himg it secmea that |
wan binc laad man on tae recce'’ General Morlllon had tolid DMQ that
we mustlt not thinik in teerms of controlling geound buat were to Tind
aritelves a hase in Onsnia-Herzwegovina - not anywhere else. The
thniked Gtates has oftered Strategic Airlift help. A fur the French
they did not want US OFFicers 1n the Two Star Headyguarters., Medical
suprort was avarlable on the USS 1W0O JIMA should we want 1t.

T3y

Opparenbly SYHORSHKY hoelicwpters could pick us up if necessary.

Tae “wa Star iH{eaogyuariers wae toe be established by 14 October.,
Thi- sesmed firyhly unlikely as tha2 siellinyg in Sarajeve had only
stoaaped for 10 minutes out of &4 howrs last saturday. So far 8 UN
sl iiers had been Kkilled in BHousnia - oanly one not on active service.
The Dircector of the Town of Tuzla had stated that his airpourt was
still open. Efthnie cleansaing was still yeing on hard 1n our area.
DMO suggested that SLIMITAR could check routee and WARR(ORs escort
CHNYOYSa I made no comment on Lhaw, The meating ended at 1100hrs.

It wars very good of MG s Umpire to arrange a hive car tor me andg
s T derave unb to Windsoe and visated Aldison at work an her fdnlt
Educatien Centre. She was delightoed tu see me and cryed when )
lett, I alsw travelled on Lo wes Dolina in f5errards Cross before
gu.ny bark to Lundow and the Perdivals (via Tony Twias in hie
efficed. I did nat want to go back to the Percivals ftoo early.

That evening [ tried a Llittle kit af Mission Analysis (wathood A
Mission?). My tauks seemed tao be:

Securing tases ang LOLs ta the NSE

Beimyg lecated near Lo UNDCR ak Tuzla/Dobrog
Feotecting UNHCR facilities

Frotectrhg convays

Fraviding LOs

Gurvaving the Wiatepr

I hao already cleared what I thought fo be tne Necce axm with Dmi:
ta Fingd suiteble bases in ar near Muzla/Dobroj fFrom which b cal'ry
aut cperatians 1n support of UNHCR. My csupplementiary aim was to

viart ant a cancept.  The hases should 1deally be wut of range From
shellfice, 1n existing aceommodation, well connected to LUCH ansl

m
a govsd positian to help with UNHCR operations.
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There seemed to he 3 optiona:

Optinn 1z Rased arouno Tuzsla/Dotrosj with NS an Serrbila.

M

Dptiron &3 Rased in Serbia near the Bil Darder.

1]
(33

Option ¢

Y

Sctayyered/Lomproms e Oplion.

[ agreed witin Culanuel Mark took that we would appraach BiH trom
the North East (Loznical. We would then tey for Tazla belore gaing
on to Dabraoj.

Friday 25 September

It was wory parly (0450hkra) when T left James Percaval?s bouse in
the rented car. James ygave me a cup of tea angd wisihed me luck
vefure [ went. I deiivered the car back {o llerts; camurtanevusiy
arriving with Roy Lennox and Malceolm Wooed.  We tooic the Hoertz bus
inta Terminal & toyetter. Lufihan.a took wus to Frankfurt and there
we tad a & hour wait hefore travelliny wun with Qir Croatia to
Zagreb. There were Canadian UN troops on the arrcrart in urofarm,

Colunel Mark Cuok was at Zagreb Airport Ho meet ns. Pleso Camp
was rinht heside the Marpurt and 2t towk we & minutes to el there
in A winious., In the so-called Conference Room an che British
Medical Bailtaliun’s Barracks we nexi had a serie:; of brrefings.
Major Jonatnoen Riley RWE (Ope OFfTr Zurapean Cammnniby Moaitor ing
Mission) <larted. T4 =eewms Lhal tne Hoendlan Serbs (TDF) have ’toatl
70,700 troops deployed in BiH.  The land link between Serbia pruper
and their forewes in Ehe West of HiH is of the grealest awtrategic
impurtance, The Mroatian Defence Sauncil (HYO) is weaker with
avout 4% - DO, 000 troops. The HVD are trying to clukse this
3trategic corpidor. Funally the Bosnian derritorial befence Farce
(TD7) econpsiste ot aboat DO,000 Sogth Llav Muslims which are now
being reinforced by Majhaddain from Isxlamic Funagamenbaiist countries.
renlenant Colonel Colm Doyle, Head of {he Furcopeen Misoiun to Rir,
spoke npext. He 1w an Irish Army Hegular OfTPicer and had been loed
Carrington's Special Envoy untrl recentiy. He said most pecple 'n
BiH are really good at twisting the truth. ALl parlics are guite
presal e to attack therr own people and blame 1€ on somenne elqe,
M2 saild it was the TN who kilied ftwo French soldiers recently
and dewbraoyed Lhe Italian Adircratlt as 1t was en roule CFor
Garajevo.He felt it was high tlme she UN dad sometinany postiive.
Enough was enouigi.  Me was Lhinking in terms ol cenfoercemnent
acvtiuon, The Serbs havae broadly ygob whab they want. *{ never knew
how murh they could lis?, he saind. *Pecple are not kalled here they
are slaughtered’. Finally he folv ws that the Geris will not allow
themecelves €3 be in bthe minority anywheres; they want the JLot,
Giloert Grevnall,from the Ministry of Overseas Develapuont alsae
balwed. Fie Job wae to dassees how much aid wes requiiren and quite
ahvaiuusly he was veiry widely travellea in RikH. n converdabtion I
heard Lhat the Henyan N Rattalion had placed 130,000 paunds 1m a
local bkank but 1% had Jdisappeared nefoare they went hack to callect
monay for Day Day?

Later Mark Cook took us on a tour of Camp, we had drinks 1n Lhe
CAffFiners Mass and then Fatrinck Russell turned up. He is working

wilh the LCMM, Al Lliwuygts 2l was entirely my faull T wielie up wito a
1t
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blinding headache Lne next muerning; I'm sure Patrick was the
catalyst thougn!

it was a very early start on Wednesday 235 September. We tonl
scie land cruisers down the *motorway without motors? towards
Belgravie. FHere we had our first sujht of the (Inited Nations
Pruotention Areas and the Battalions that man the checkpoints -
Russian, Nepalesze and Joradanian. We drove on tu Salbac ano then
througn to Lognica. We had stacted at O6BOOKrs and arraived in
coznica &t about 1450hre,

“n LeZolca we Tonnd wur way to the lnternzxtionai Committee of Tne
Red Cross (ICRC) Building which was a wne storied construaction up a
Fairly narrow street © o long way “rom Geneva! There we net lLars
Skanaar (Lugistiecs Ufficer from UNMHCR Belygrade) and Lyddel Sachs
(Field Dfficer UNHCR for East PRusnia). After a little bat off
discussiton we went to loak at Che UNHER wareiiouse. We alun learnt
tima” Yuyeszlavia (i.e. Serbida) nad peen expelled truwm the UN. We
managed Lo Ffix up an inkerview witnh the fresident oF Lozaica Urty
Counerl and we put cur reguests foar accommaedation to haam.  He
thougint he cveuld do something, intlst we were in ithe City Counecil
Meeting Room the EBERO bhurst iu on wsy we told them to petl cut!?

By LGOORers we were driving Seuth £to try and see how far we might get
Cowards Tuela.  We managed to neyotrate our way across the hridge
al, Zvornil but were stoppaed after about 4kms. (Jur vehicles were
scarcies — the UN Military Oueservers with us saying this was normal
=~ an:d khen we werv escorted Luward: Bjelina.  Bub we conld net get
too cluse to Lhe Town and were sto ped again al & sarricade Tor &
hawss From 1730-1930hrs. Whilst there we nonked owre cuppger. Miles
Frisbhy oventually could stand 1t no more and we turned around and
wenk bark. Re-enteriny Serbia we snon found a hotel - squalid,
dessaite 1t formoer giory, It seemed to be a sanatorium
Aattoernataively ¥olled wilh leyless wounded soldiers and refugees.
Large fumbierse of peuple were just hanging arcund and Lhe place was
foul. Malecolm Wood and 1 occupied Room 53040 We had snpper 1n a
large "tallrowm® whore a revolting'y ioud group baagen oul cuch a
volume of naise thidt 16 even hurkt my ears! The place was awful.

Thursday 94 Septembor

Ae tried again for Tuzla today - appraaching from the Zvarnik
Bridyge entry poaint., There we met » Miliftary Paoliceman called Yplicu
wno carried a2 Haloshhnikoev wilh 3 magacsines stvrapped Logerher on has
wWweapon. te helped us arvcer a while and iy patieni, :ow progQress we
got as tar as Seduvici, During our travels we saw consioeraole
evidence of Fighting anmd at wne point wiich the Serins calied *Riack
Mountain? we fvad o Join a convoy of lorries.  We were escortenl
through by an NA Gun acunbted on the Ltop of & light truck - a very
stranye crntraption.,

By chance we met a French Convoy coming out of Sarajeve. The
Frencht were escorting 47 vehicles and wWere using Luteltracs «ualcom
Corporatinn) Lo ocnmmunivate and 1dentify their pasitiens. "he
syskem loobnd 1deal far our use and [ made a nate of (% For action
tater., We were ot allowed Lo go further than Tisvca because owf the
fighting and su we turned arocund Lhere. Lunch we had bestde a river
an the way track.  The country was magnificent and Looked Jlilke Lhia
Alps in parcrts, By 1830hrs we were back at the ICRC Bnildinyg where

1
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we re—joined the Adnin Party and toured arcund lookainy at their
suggeited wolutiane for accommodation. They <eemed Oh tor a startb.

W fad passed a message at the Boshiran Herb checkpwint on the
Zvurnik Bridge that we wounld be delightes if cenior oifficers jnines
ua Far drinks that evening. 1 wrote the invitataion ant on a
Cheshire headed piece of paper. It worked., FAt 18%504rs a group of
offivers appeared, The most influential of these seemed %o 'be a man
called Milan Milosevac. fMpparently he as a statff officer in the
Zvornil Headguarters, He told me that if I wanted tn gn anywhere 1
aad but Lo cnntact him. 1 promi-ed | weoeuld do that when 1 retlurned
= and within &% houwrs., Miles Fricby ordered aoumlettes for us all ana
we ale them witic the Hoznian SHerbe. 16 was a fairly 'nleresting
me=2ting - slightly :trained but workable. We went to hed at 2330hreg
1 ounr exceediogly grotty hatel bedeoacom,

Friday 20 GSephenber
|

We had devided tu saplit up today. For my parr I wanted to go and
see Michel Jones (CO Vingt Doux? wavw was based in Daravar. Neil
Wright, NMick &Htaneyield; Peter Telford (Lignale Sounadran Comd) and
Sean tie doctor travelled alony the rogte with we. Rakther decently
Michel oac arranged Lo amove hiawcd) ™ to the En B of toe Nepaiese to
maek me there as 1Lt would save me A lot of time. We left Teltord,
and Seesen along khe routey they were returning to Zagreb and we all
partad at the Russian Battaliwents Checkpoint where we refielled.

Mich=)l tutned up at TI00Lrs, He was a typical Canadian but [inew
his ousiness alright.  In bis hraiefinyg he advised me %hat in deaiing
with the Serla yon have to start al the highect levels and Lhen work
down.  Hae Chnngal a base ot Bjelina woeuld be possiible. He Felt we
might we able ton el {to Tuilae ot not Doho)g. Move sluwly ne
ardvised - and vonsolidate. You will also need at least 15
interareters within the Battaliaen., Get Naticnal Teteiligence.
Bursnnally he haews had £t blackmail Muslims as well as feed them. 1
Thought 11 might mal e seose ta get my LOs to the Canadiany for
training. Micael adyvased that T sbonld trust nobody - not even the
Ud.  Un the maleer of asmourtd vehicles he stalen: "NMaise impresses,
sife LMpresses, numinees impress. § want more of everything. Tre
French ARCs are betler than mine Lul they are not as
noluy/inpressive.?  Finally he siyygested that 1f we cross an
whstacle and have to cleat- 1t then we should clese ik down agarn
atterwards. Having talked Lo Michal he suygested [ Lried tallkaing to
the Ranga Luka Corps Comuvander.  And so that s what we Jdecideri (a
Ery and du.

Neii Wright wrepresenting HMHOCR despite being an RCT Lieutenant
Coionnl), Mick Stanstield ang [ left the Nepalese RBn HO at. abooue
12008,r5.  We drove lioutil acrocs the River Sava Lo Prijedor and then
turned Fast tuwards Banja Luka, Some barrzers tried €0 stop ns bhut
we wWwire determined and eventually yot thraugh,

In Banja Luka we vaw Lurd Owen and Cyrus Yance —~ but that was
sinply o the distance. We dirdn’t want to yet oo 1avolved. In
the sieaduuarters we were very well entertained by Major Jordan
Favinvie who was a sogi=tics Glarf Officer. We walched Lie
negniiatiuns beinyg carriz2d out by Dwen and VYance acrass A courtyard
WHLITS wWe woere arinkbang with Paviovic.  Wien these negobiations

13
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broke up FPavliovic retched Cnlonel (Pukovik) Mulutin Vukelaw, Deputy
Commandant of the 1s% Corps. He seemed courtesus enough and
listened intently to what we had to say. Both T and Neil Wraight
expLained cut respecstive missiaons. L alswe asked for his help to
secure accnmmodation for my Battalion. We ceemed Lo gel on well.
Vukelaw told we fthat Colsanel Novica Siwmic was Yhe Commandant o7V The
End Carps an Rigelinaeg and that | <nould conlact nam atrout what 1
wanted. He sugyested that Lhere siwuld not be Loa much of a
problem. We parted *good frrends' and he sceemed Yan side'.

Nfter that we Lravelled back to Plesae Camp in Zagrebk., We had one
smaill problem a2t the Draidge over Lhe River Sava — but that was all.
Un  arrival sacx I broke into Lihe Confeorence Ponm to giscover Hir
Marshai tare (DORG (GY)) desp 1n cuwverdtations wito tne Sensor
NFyY mers.  After a2 wnile 18 became agparant oo me that tihdings were
anving in & new direchtian.  The plan has changed. We are row to
recse 4 roukte in Fraowm Gplit and go to a place called Vitez - which
1 where a UNHER DOffice 15 hased, After all we have done - the
majority otf L€ 15 wasted effrnrt.

Gereral Morallon, havaing been hriefed on wur lack of prageess in
Eastern BiH, has decided to btry a dJdifferent ftack. Now we were to be
retisked Lo make a3 plan 1n Central Bitl from the South throuyh Spliit.
The Losnica Dotaon 1s s5%ill a powsibility out it laoks unlikely.
Fersunally 1 ihink we had wade considerable progrees and it would
hava wnrked. I guess now we may nhever know., Brigadier David
Jen'tine (DMO) ywhn had lreee liaising withe HG UNPRIFOR,was having ta
go maclk Lo UK because of a large boemb in N but we are to stay on
and do anather ferasibility study fur Viter.

2 were booked inte She Intsrnational Haotel a palace but
indacent for Lhis olace -~ wvernighi. 1 telephoned Lirzie and
infuyrmad her of the change of plan. Under the circumstances she was
pratiy Jecent about 1t aji.

Satarday 26 Seplemuer

Jecemy Bowen of [BREC TV caught Malcolm Wood and I as we had
bhisakfast., [ tald himw that we ware nolt 1n a positian o s3peak really
buk under background briet rales told him such of what was going an.
It wust me $93 with AMEX Far the aiyght before we boarded a minctbus
lu Lake ux back Lu Flesu Camp.

Whilst waiting to Fly toe Splat in The Gunference Juonm we met HSir
Fitzroy and Laody Mact.can. Mark Cook had invaited thes Lo present Ul
Modals to tha Reyal FEngineers. He seewmed Trarl but she didn’t.

We Loaded & {undordicers into o C—130 at abont 120CGhers and flew
from Zagreb tn Splic, I sat heside Roy Lannox an the journey. Lln
arrival we had to wart for about 90 minutes untirl Mejor Kent
Carswell (Royal Canaian Drayoons) arriveo. dAent bhad had very littie
time to prepare fan our arrival aad had been w7 in Gplit
tryany o get us sape botel rooms. He was o be owe UND far the
trip. We traveliea to & hotel about 30 minutes Trom Split called
Medwena FAppartments. The Aopartments were on the side of a h1ll with
A& normally superb view of Llre sea. But the whole place was ruines
by tihe ataaspheres; (b was Full of ponr unfortunate rerfagees.,

14
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[neediately atter arriving Milew Frizby, David Glyn-Owen and 1L
went willl Menl Carswell to the Hotel &plit. There we saw tie E0MM
office and mant GeoffP Beaumnnt. After Lhat we went alung to the
Croatian Liaison (Mfice in the Halels Twe men manned thico,. The
leader was Tomislav Vidosewvic and his assistant was Zideslaw Ferkovic
(known as Elvis). They were charman) and teeribly anxious to
please. They spent the next few hiours trying to make arrangements
for uws to get into EiH., Miles Fraisby gob unnecessaraly (reitdted
witih them, We returned to the Meduna fAppartments late, and 1 was
starinyg an appartaent wrth Malewls Wood again.,

Suaday 27 Geptemiaer

It was (guod to bnow that the clacks were yolhg hack larxl night as
it gave wus all an extra hisur 1n hed. We were at the Inlernatianal
Hotel by 103Chre where we had a quick word with Toamislave He had
Arranyed passage for us Eo Tomrslavygrad., A police car Lok us to
the LRuorder at Hamenako and then, ofter a while, an escari arraved tuo
take us 1n to Tomislavgrad.

Naturally we were birang escorted by the HVWU. The Arir Raid Siren
was Jeing when we arrived abt whatt lanosked like an old Police Stataien.
The HVU said tnal the siren was in faclt a warning ol artillery
attack - maybe, mayhe naokt! The Brigade Caommander 1n Tomaslavyrad
wAas A man called Srlyeg. He was not there, Instead we met has
Depulty who was an ex -PFCLI soldaer called Micholas Glasnovic.
Recently he stated he had been wounded by a 7.9mul(?1 'n the len and
ancther throuyh thoe back and out through the chest. e said e nad
beer 310t whilsl «tiacking a houee. bUHe also met a4 mercenary from
Glasynow at %ihre Headyuarters.

Giasnoip promiaeo Lo heldp iF he counid, o arvangeo Tor an
escort all the way tn Vitezm having tald us that the Frant Line was
about 105 kms away. He was a Cruoataian by birth and explained how
much his people were ylued to their land., 'Chetniks? he saiad 'aften
cut of the ley of a piy to allaw its screams to upcer people.? I
woadsr 17 (%3 jJust Chetniks? He alsae told uxe that we were in such
a2 barten pari of MK that some people didn*l even reasise that Tita
was ddeax.

We ad no sdea of haw difricuit Lthe roule over the mountains
might be. touowever John Mreld sarvd that it was workable with aotfort.
Arriving 1n Viter we narrowly misced driving ovar some mines at a
roadblock which was heart-stopping. Hotel Vitez where we are
shayving 1s wmuch bLetter than I thoauyht it could bey except that it 1o
HYD leadgquarters!

After supper Neil Wright introeduced us to fAinders lLevinsen of the
ional UNMHCR OFfice. He woffended FMiles Frisby by totally
Aisinterpreting our mission. Miles lert and o« Tairly lively decate
then tool place. fAgain [ stared my room witn Malenlm Wood. During
the night there were many explosions and mneh Tiring.

Moenday A GSeptember
Our plan as starting to firm up. We are thaonking that 1t maight

be nossible To position 3 companies in the Vites area and have ane
at the ’back duer’ 1n FProsor’s vicinity., WAARIUGK wuuld unly be weed
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foar delivery to the very front linesy it would net be used aver the
moitntbains.,  The route would obvivuwsly have o be a maj)oer Sapper
proolem.

In the morning Anders took us tn the Travnik Refuygce Centre wherw
Aboat £--3,000 refugees were living. The canditions in Lhe Refugee
Centre (a Higlh School) were bad tui conldd have been wurse. However
the &4 lavateries could nat have keen much woerse; bthey were
averflowinig.

We also met & cawple of Danish vlevcenariec 1n Travnik. JThey
worsed simply Tor the love of ithe job and received no money. Buth
had high powered sniper ratles which they sand couwld “kall® at
1500m

Miles wanted to get up to the Magla) area and so we travelled tno
Zenica. There we heard that we wight yet as far as Maglaj, vneg that
was the Frant., F£ golice 2ccort took ue North, We saw the villape
of Zeluevce on fire and then went inta $the town or fopcoue. Again we
d1d not meel the Commancer bul hic Depuly was theres; Boximar Tomic,
Dnce wore air rald siecens greeted out arrival. omic told us that
Zalect had been set on fire by 'Chetnike? usaing artillery from the
surraonding hills, WHe d4idn’t telicve hiw. Milew decided 1t was a
little too danyerous to go on toe Maglaj, Tewnic had stated thaf the
Town was being Tiered at now and ke falb it woould e lost seon.

i o return to Vatew we lonked at a local schaol which might
form the rmucleus of a4 Dattalion Base. Over supper we revisited the
»lan again and dicuwssed 1L in considerahle deftazl. The biggest bene
2% contenbtion was where COMBRITCON would be sated. Appgarently only
on ZOMOCEN from the Dutech was an offer and therafonre wherever that
was wonld be the intertface hetween the RBatlalion and HG BHC,

Tussday &9 September

We left for Tuzla al 0800hrs. IV towk us apges to noegoutiate the
nountailn roads and we went there via Ranovici. AL wne staya we
onned our Flak Jackets and Helmets hecause a local checeparnt Luls
e Ehare was sniping up ahead. We fteard it but went an 1n any case.
After a scemingly unending drive we reached Tuzta at L4alBhrs.,

Lulkie 8t Jepn was the loval President for Herngees. Mo was
accompanied by a trainee doctor called Mikonta Tulie whe was
interpreting. After Miles Frisby had been to see the (own's
Fresident we all aplit up. Frioshy wenl to see retugees whilsty Jahn
Field and U traveliad to look at tLhe airrdield and accommadotion pun
ite The airhbace was ex--JNA and had coough sielter var 3,000
peonples; a bit primikive bubt baszically it eoula be made €o work.

They pushed us very hard to apen up the Tuzla Rirdreld. We replied
that we cauld net,

Jur juourney home was equally lung as that going te Tuzia. e
manayed teo get as far as Kladanj befure we were Ffarced of€ the main
fuad-into the mountains. Arter what seomod like ayes we made st tn
Vares. From there we went suubl o Breza wiere we were forvced bo o
cross-country again neang a lrack. Along this track we were told tw
put wat our Iights. It was Mo-wan's Land, AfLer a wirlie we woera
nob sure where we were and so aupr guade went back to asK an bis
16
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vehicle. We got out of aur own vehicies and watched Sar«jevae being
bemized in the night sky!

Malcoluw Wood had spent the day .n Zenica recvceiny alternative
bases. Whilst bthere he lrad twice come under attack from HIG
fighters making strihkes un the Lown. Upl Hurng the medic vaved tne
life, of an ald wman wihose heart had stopped.

Wednesday 2O September

Thers was a firetight cutside our Hotel during thie night.
Someone had tried to loot Tthe UNHCR trucks cut there and %the loval
HVO guar-d had opened fire. On top of that there was no water when
we yah g, Maleoalm used my elockbrac tazar - nur Pazor as he calied
1t! By 08350hre we were on route Lo Spirit via the Muslar rnoad. We
hail neitner interpreter nor escart and this worked rather well.
Hav:ng travelled Lo Kisel jak we tooak the mountain roao troough to
Tarcin. But there we were held up by an HVOD roadbleck whjich cost
us about an houwr as we were madse to go to the Lacal Military Mulice
Hlgasdquarters.

The road tu Mastar was an excellent ane. There was plenty of
evidence o the Tighhing and & funnel was bloucked by demolition
zhnarges. ODix drivere had apparently been hilled on the Mostar raoad
lass wevic and 50 we were a bit wary., We kapl our speed up and drove
determinedly throuyl roadblecks. 11 was good to et back bto the
Maditerranean climate of the coast and at Ploce we turned for Split.
Cn oroute we stopped far lunch and 1 had a swim.

Onee at Split I teleghoned Lizeie tao say all was well and tell
ker of my plantd for retuening. I did 50 on a mobile telephone. We
then laoaded our vehiclos onte a C-130 and flew back be Zagreb.
ARgain we stayed in thoe Intercontinental rlotel.

tThursuay 1 Ouvlober

Iowore up i the Hotel] with a fidlhy cold. Peter Teltvord Had the
qam? ane. Maost af Lhe marning was spent in checlking ouk the plan
and writing it up as Miles Frisby had to precent it in Londen,  We
eventually went faor a Bn HR and 3 x Coys in Yites, a coy In Gornji
Vakuaf and the NGE Lased between Gornjl Valiaf, Tomaslavygran and
Split. The main cauuwe for concurn was the tremendously long MSIR.
3ut the plan was the hest we could came wp with.

Maleolm Wond amd [ travelled witis Lhe others as lfar as Frankrurt
but tlhere we spilat ofty to take a tlight Lo Hahnover. On relurn Lo
Fallingbostel { set the Duty Clerk to work wn my debriaf and tien 1
went howme, Very sadly Jobn Dunpelly’s mother has died —~ which was
pxpacted unfartunately. We will nave to sae whal the Current
Operatisng Group (COGY has to say abaut the pdan.

Friday & QOeoiaber

{ briefed all ofdicers and warrant officers on the planm between

0307-1148hrs. I desceriked Lhe main events ofF Lhe recce, the

maln conclusions we had reached and then 1 outlined the plan.
explaingd the the ZOG bad yet ta ayrse it fully.

1
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Nlice Ellis had a son this morning; John paid his dues in .
champagne at lunchtime. Lizzie and I went aut to dinrer with the
coupany commanders and their wives 1in the evvoning. We went to the
lacal Liinese Restauranl i1n Fallinghostel. it wes noet a
rarkticularly relaxiny =2vening.

Tuesvay 6 Octaober

There 16 growing Frecss interest i1n the purpoues behind P
GRAFPELIS.  The whole matter was started by the Media ta beygin with.
It slightly amusing all round., We are goany because of Freas
prossure, Ym sure uf that, Now the Press want to khow why we are
goig’

i have heard trom Jeremy MacKenwie that iv a Ome Slar
Hea iquarters 1s to e sent 15 will he cammanded by Bragadier fAndrew
Cumning and 1f a full Colanel is Lo command 1t will he Ianm Taibot.
Boty af them are decent wen and I'm sure I can get an with either,
I wonder how Mark Cook will talke thats; especrally as we need hym and
OR HANWOOD te gei us iniéo the country.

Having spoken to Austin Thorp n MO 3 1 learnt that we will not
deploy wnti1l HQ COMBRITUON is fuliy set up in Bplit. Haewever twhe
Recre andg LU Teams 1 have estabrdrsiien might be yoing next week.
Yesterilay 7im Sulivan telepnoned me From EXERCISE REFURGFR. |de was
very upset that HG 7 Arms Hde tias nnt bheen selected toa command OR
SRAPPLE (unsurprisingly). He has been carrying osubt an antensive
camaxign te get thagy to the irritation of hath ITan Talbot and
Kai1th Skeupton who have had him an Eheir acks all the vime. It's
nics o know thalt Sulivants anfluence over me is on the wane.

Tiris mornany General Charles Suthrie, CINC HR BAOR, flew in to
vizit. Richard Shirrell came too. Faer a brief Lime we discusced
the aperation. His wain puint was That he thouyht R & R Eo he
esszntial and he wae guing Lo push very hard for at. He?'s OK and T
like mawm.  8sdly e was under extreme time pressure and had to
depart gquichliy in his LYNYX helicopter. By return all 1 asked af the
CINT was a decision -guickly- we had been hanging nn far so lonyg ok
the brink of gounag.

tar. Talnol telephoneo me 1n Lthe aftternoon. He tolo me that
find ~ew Cumming  is Lo get the job «F Commander which wust be
slightly zad Tor Tanm. AOpparently our logilst.c suppart may well he
extandad to include the Spanish in tie Mastar area - which makes
SENGE . It might aloes give the MOD leveraye to pet a One Star
Headquarters estabilished within the UN Chain of Command which 15
ragzing encrmaus problens at the moment.

Apgarantly the COG has finally endarsed the plan - toegether with
tne COS Ctte anoe B of §, wut Lhe matter stili needs B approvai.
That i3 thoe reason Fur» delay. However next week is the Conservative
Party Conterence and many people tay John Major could well Le
figaving for his political life - wikiv the Puaund cerashing dewnwarids
at 1 tremendous rate!

I have still nat heen givem a Mission. The anly one 1've
Ehat I worked nut for myself an the recca. Pﬁrhapg that

gqut 1s
I
Flave nuw produced a Battaliom ORBAT which j& different

1y i%.
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from that of BAOR. The bastc Jdifference ie that 1've et up fave

Liaison OFficer Yeans, an Al pl and a SCIMITAR tp 4ll directly under
my command.

Friday 9 fctober

On Wednesday I was told to to travel to UK with Andrew Cumming
to be briafed. Thereafter I was tn traval to Zagreh/Sarajevo to
meel General Morillan. I cancelled all kinds of things to do sa
only to be told an hour later that I was not ygoing - and to
reinstate them. Only tn be told 1 wase goiny afler all later!

"hat eveding T wircefed all compainies (ancludanyg I Sgn 97130 whao
were in Nerbhke Camp For freld vfiecing) in the Jerboa Tinena. 1 gave
A 'saldiers? level? btalk with slides. Late in the evening I was
told by Tim Parlk that I had to fly at O700hrs on thurcday.

I met Andrew Cumming 4% Hannover and we iravelled to Heathrow
togebther. Cumming had a hire car and wanted to o somewhere
separately and so I hired one for wnyseld and drove to Wilton.

1 was there by 1300hrs and had lunvh with Tony Hayes-Newanglon.,
NDur.ny lunch Miles Frisby told me | was no longer requiren ko {ravel
to lagreb/barajevo - nesrther waszs fAndrew Cumming. fiowever aftter a
brivFing T had quick interviews with Lieuwtenant General Sir Michael
Wilken (Comd UK Fd fAemy) as well ac the CUINC General SLair Jahn
Watters, I managed to make it back to Heathrow 10 Lime to hand 1n
my car and depart back to Sermany on the L9%4Chrs flight. Mt
lieathrow T wet Tony Gaites whe was travelling oub to give

HD 11 Armd Bde Lome 1nterview {raining.

I was home by SF200hrs armd found Jonrme and Vinna Smevley staying
witn Lizvie. Rpparently Joeo Ddmunde 1% having proluaeps copiny and
su there can he no possibility of fim cominy to Bosnia. I went tao
the 7 RTR Amalgamation farade on Friday which was why Toht and Vinna
Smedley were staying with us.

Sunday 11 October

We had a hugely succesetul Ladies Dinner Night las<t naght. frie
Smedleys had Jeparted after lunch and o0 we WErE o anr oWn again.
Peanie are really getting a litile "rattled? by tne tacti of
abexlute Jdeacision, 1 wife pushed rezie in the corridoar in ner
frustration., btigzie didn’t Llame the woman at all.

Apparuntly DMO has been ant ke see General Morillon and the main
discuzcion centred an G and ROE. I have had no readoeus Troum the
mea2ting. U have nnw produced my Desired Qrder of Arecival for ihe
Starf. However even though no decieion has oeen made a Start-Up
Team lhas duployed o Split.

Monday 1& lctober

T went vack to Senneleger tuday. HQ 11 Armd Bide are new Lo the
game and they needed to be briafed up on what was happening,
Additionally it gave everyone the rhance to yet toe know one anniher .
Andrav Cummings spened up the mewting with A description of G2 and
i "dratl’ policy directive. ATter Andrew then mysetlf, Tabn reld
and fimally Maleolm Wood gave our concaepls of operatian.,  Nooady
14
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asked any questions.

I telephoned Auetin Thorpe aver tne lunch hour and finally 1 learnt
that the Prime Minisber has given his endursement of the plan. LGS
was ahout o sign a siygnal) contairmany this and the sc-called *Ship?
Caommitten was (n urgent session,

Ve put each company through a small BRGT exercise in the--
Aftarnocony that is B Coy and B Sgn. General Iain MacKay~Dick
visited curing the afternaun. e tawld me Lthat everyone ia the Acrmy
envied us our opportunity! I wonduer it they will e guite so0
envivus in a Tew munths time: B Coy and B Sqn relurned to Harracws
at the end of their exercise and I daned with A Coy and € Coy
uffieer s who were pasitioned in Sennelapger ready to dJdo the same
ex2relse fomorraw. 0O tap of all Lhis we have been warned tinat a
CFE Team may weld) he visiting over the next few Jays!

Friday 16 Octabar

Thing= are really on the move now. We didn’l get selected Tor
ClFE thank7¥ully. BRGT did haghlight a few useful points
gparticularly on NUVNICAGS. We have velt to standardi~e cur ZAP numbers
praoparly. WO & Blake from HQ L Acwd Div has joined ws as AAdjt and
he ie fto sort a2l out, Joe Edmunds 3% an 1ncreasing worry For s,
Tha ackivation of Gplit i3 now in Tfull flaw. I have been told to
fiy Lo Split ahesd of the fall Battalion Recce to be btraiefed by
Calannl David Giyn-Owen. Pte Ragley s returning ey Sang--term NAOAR,
hire car Lo Mielefeld Luday atter he dropped me ot al 20F
Guiarsloh.

Martirn Bell (BBC TV) did a piece from Fallingbesiel waver tone Jact
comgple of days. He had dinner with all of us last nighk 1n the
Mess. Praior toe that he had talked aboat BaH to alt ofFreers and
warranlt afificers in HThe Mess, Hel! said there was restidual goed
feelings Tor the Braituisn in Bild an<l he had been repeatealy aadoed
when e Britisic Army was cominy. Rell felt very strenygey Fhal suon
misidivns were Lhe Tuture fur tre Boeafaeh Army - rather Lthan il etano
not — exishent Cold War Scgnarios on Bermany.

Maloolm RifFkaino anmourten FPupmally our depdaymeni yaoleiaay anyg
at bhe same time Andrew umming was JdJeclared commander. 1 Am
nfFarmed that as BERITTOUT may not be wrttian bhe UN viiaLn el conmea el
Ky may rmaot gualify foroa LN medal.

My Rocee Farty to BRicl il ke 10 in totaliMartsn Laomas ((n) @
Uy dy, Aliofaryr Nule (JIC 1B Coyd, nirew MacDonala 10C £ Cay ), Johin
Domne v (0L w0 Coy)y wimen E1ae (0Ops UFTrr, Atie Wibstanley .5,
W ETRPNIY Tallgbury, Urave Mar-t ORI, BiG Y Devengg (06 LOE - ang
Wy S, r, Foaduwilianally o witl oo baany tie 1.ve 1 dasenn (7 oo
Taamg whinh consist of v vaptatn amd two other ranks. The 1) (nams
will he Lead by Martan Forgrave, Mavthew Jundss-kh by, Mike
Thegines, Boie Ryan ond Macke Cooper (10 Syn 9/7131) . Alislar Rule,
Goamere Ui, The LI Teawmt apd TUMS are to be Yefb e Lk

1
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voiltrom tnr Roweoe.,

Ve o teyghl Frum Duler 2loa Lo OpLat wan ooatrwe sy a9l
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A SHL A Bapy ared o dudntt Feel o yood aboad 1bl. oL
Gign-Uwer brdiefeo me on a eival part al Lhe plesena ftyrpary Lidtiens
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There are nureasiny numpers of refugoes,

The BiH Governmenl 13 1ncreasinyly non efrecktive.

There 12 a "hetline? nelween VD and Serbs i1n Tomaslavyr ad,
BLEPALe BrilLiun paywment For tils eperation not the UN.

There wWwas now a possaiilatly of SEARING heticopters.
Givenl e Barracks ad neen rented in Splat.

AL 1B3&ugrs | Gad a shart mecbinyg witiv Andrew Commiiyg, Jaober vield
and Maloeolm Waod. { briefed Andrew Cumming on my 1deas for LOs ard
supgeastoed thet they he under up can of HE BRITFOR ¢rom the end of
tho racce nntil wy return,

Satirday 7 QDetuber

Tegetner with Andrew Cimaing 3 met with Tomaslay Vidosevic and
THELva? Lids maorning. They were a; anxiows as ever &L nelp. We aud
net antlicipate any proablems going up country. I avtendod a Hress
Cundarance neld by fAndrew Cumming 3t 311300ras.  Tn the aikernoon T
tracved down Anderc Levansen to the MHotel Mark where he was slayving
with a fantastically good lnoking Japanese ygirl wihe can the UNMHOR
Sarajevoe ffice, Roders satd that we had certainly made a gooo
impact on our last recce - particatarly the fack that Cpld Burn had
saved snameone’s lifTe in Zenica, Hy the early even.rdyg tae remarinder
af bhe Haeve Team had arrived. [ yave wvrders Tar Lhe nmovae
up-cenntery. Andrew Cummang was: thare = ho W Camong Whon Qe, whicn
made perfoci sense.

Sunday 18 Octaber

Getting the vehicles ready ta go by 0B1Sbrs wasn o« real haotle -

"ol owe made 1. I led 13 landruverys (some with trailars) oub ot the

Madena Appartments and we drove slowly up-country. At Tomaslaviiradd
we met Colonel Zelks Siljaeg, apparently Commander oF tive VO Curps
which siretohed from Livoo Lo Jajco. mhe was 32 years wird, ex-nfi,
ard Taca) a Bosaran Sark Commander whao ways a colanal an Yhe NS when
e was a captain.

I thought SiYjey to e a hard main. He was very pleased when we

gave him a Regiqsptal Flagque. It seems there may well ke a4 de -facta
accentanee of the srtuatiun as it Htands at the moment.

fhe mountain road was wuch fuller than last tiwme, We passed an
M- 48 tank an Lhe plateau. It ceemsd to have broxen down. 1 dropped
Nlisklacr Rule ofF abt Gornji Vakuf and pressed an far Vitez.

“he fFirst hint of provlers cawe same O kme Soubl of Novi Travnilk
when we oncountered a THEF roadbilocd. We insststed on our rilgonk Lo ogo
Forwvwaerd whailat they sard there were problems ahead. Eventually they
agr 2t after an argunment. A faw hundred metres up the road we
encountrred an YW coadbloei. Again I insisted on our rights of
Fassage - and in doisy e als.o insisted on the right of a UNHCR
canvey toe o the ather way & well. It was driven oy Swedes who
ver 2 very pleased. We reached Vitez at 1900hrs and I wenl straight
Lo Lhe Semowl] where & aretaker admitled us, We all slept 1n the
Gym.

Moanday 12 October

-
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The Schowl’s Director arrived at 0830hrs as requested by me the
previous evening. I agreed that the Schnaol would be suitable far
sur base - provided contracte were appropriate. By 0900hrs we were
at the lacal UNHER Office where we met Anders Levinsen (who had
travelied tiack From S5plit) and other members of the UNHOCR staff. I
explained our concept nf operatinns. Arfter that we went to see the
Towa's Drrector, Jean Sontic, Thereafter we saw Marin Cerkoz (HVO
Comd in Yitex), Marijan Jukic (HVO Mil Police Comd Vitez) and Markns
Knezuvic (Dep Defence Minister Vitez). We drank coffee with them
whilst they warned that trouble was brewing i1n VYitez helween the HYO
and TDIF.

Ht 1430hres we beld a meetiny with the Sapper Kecce leam to decide
what needed to e duone to the School. A3 things stand we can only
accemmodate abouyt 200 saldiers but will need space fur 800, Later
in the atternoon Anders levinsen briefed the fecce Team an UNHER
apetsbians.  During the eveninn Andrew Cumming and I went intao
Trasmik and met Brig Ribo, TOF Comd. He was very amenable. We
hea~d A& lubt of Firsng and encountered moire roadblocks than nermal
en route. Later tha UNHCR Ofvice 3tady refused ko jrin us for
dinnar as Lhey felt there was btoo muen tensiaon arouand.

Tuesday 20 Qctuboer

Ae lad arranged Lo meel Timomir Hlaskic, Comd of Central Bosbaa,
in the Hotel Vitez at O90Q0Ohrs. But when we went i1nto town we
discuavered the whule place was electric. Blaskic was not there. We
caclked our weapuns after same close firing by HYQ soldiers in the
vicitiity of Hotel Viter. They claimed to ke shuoting at Muslim
shipers.

Mario Cerkaoz explained that Blaskic was i1n Movi Travnik where
thare was now seriaons Ffighting bz2tween both Croats amnd Muaslams.  We
cald hear great egvidence of this — small arms ano
mortars/artillery. [ asked Cerkos Lo open up his raadblocks therough
Vitez area. He said te would do sn 3f the Muslims did too. I saind
I wauld go and see the TDF Commander who I had never previonsly mot.
Zelka, Mariats 1L, pgurded me around to ser him, Andr ew Cumming
and I thowght it wild be beiter i I went alune.

de wenit to a schwol where most o tne glase had been biown out of
the windows. Having seen guided apetairs I met Dzidie Sefk ja,
Commander of the Vitez TDF. During the right and whilst Sevkiga had
been sithting at his desk, a CLAW type weapon had been fired at his
office. it had strurk just below the window sill and that was why
all the windows were blown ont. Sefkija said thal he was not
prepared to remove S1e roadhlacks an A force of HYL saldiers was
getiting ready top go to Mova Travinik anmd kill Mustinms. I anked nim
if ne couls warn of F Lhe Muslims 1 Navi Traveirk ro Laal Leere was' a
coasefire abt 1500hrs to allaw us tn yYebt in there. lHe said joe wonld
altrauygn J didu’l bave amuch faitln an his word., [t Lloe end of our
caonvarsation Sefkija haanded me the telephone, Dan Damon of SKY News
had beern ambushed and was sheltering at a roadblack (an a rearhy
housen) . U seid we would come an rescue him as soun as possilile,

Aabuening tu Cerkoz T asked fim F fe boo would warn aif Newo
Fravnik that we were coming at 1500hLmks, ihis he agreeod to da.  The
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Recre Party then rescued Danon on wur way back ta the Hohnol.
Damoen?s vehicle had teen struck hy twe rounds. 1 told a TDF saldier
to move his bus barricade and the mines sa that we could get
thraugh. He did oo (surprisingly). Later this came wvver in whati
Tanm Talbeot was to describe as rakher a 'buteh’ way on TV,

Ry the time we returned to the School there was a great deal of
firing - an AA gun Tiring in the graund role 200 mabtres away, RPGs
and small arms. Snipers trieog to use the Schowl until I told them
En get out. Jobn Field and his Sappers bhad vcen turned back by
fire on the road to Kiseljak, East of Vitez. They devided that they
would o down the Movi Travnik - Gornji Vakut ronte home. In short
both they and SHY News would accompany us whoen we went in Lo try and
get A ceasefire in Mavi Travnik.

A amall convuy nf vehicles left For Nove Tracadh at 144200rsy not
Just Nndrew Cunmming and [ but also  sowme probecbtian, Fhe Sappers o«nd
SKY News. We hao no problems to Lhe Novi Travnid oroesraads where
we sent the Gapper, and SKY NMews on Hheur way Saubine But Ehen cuar
prec.ems started., Going inte Navi Travnii we dion, L quite bnow
where Lo go but were trying to Tind wither HYQ or VTOF headguartiars.,
As e wont into the centre of the btown we sped Lhrough a
constderable small arms firafight. BNo casualties. After a few
stracte T saw some soldiers who genticnlated wildly to us.  We drove
tuwards them. They were Muslins and £ asked Lo cee Commander Lenac.
Andcew Cumuing and I went upstairs to wmeet iom 1n the YD HO. Ve
oibhars stayed outsides Nick Stamsdield came with v of cunrse.
lLendo was du lorst wod-thiretien ana very calme He caid be would agree
a carasefire. T oagikad him i [ counld take hack Lhe 7 privsonners he
wis trputed ta holtd, He said that this was not possible.  Theu T
said one would o, He apgresd Lo my surprise and a2 man called {1iya
viaz arodnced, T gaws T would use Tltya Lo get through to HYO
Ha2adgquarters.  Wwe roelurna2d o Lha venicle and (liya guided us

the ouyn e sbreetl: under tire to WU HO in a hotes.

Ve Y MR woe wore dakan ba omeet Kordich, I oproduced Tilya

ana told Aordioh hew I ocaae to bave hum wath me. (itter toat

aslead if a evasefire could be arcanpged. FThere was much Jdiscussron
botreon Mordich, Andrew Camming and myself.  The HAVD claimed Lhet 14
praple had keen killwed already. ’

Lordicth vaid that he would not falk with Lendoe who he consdered
A war celminal out wouid talk with o man called Merdan. On a mobale
telephuone Merddn waz contacted teow our seate. Merdan, who was in
Zornica, z4alc he would aygrae a vceasafire and wouol fax bheough a
deatt.  The HVD wanted the document aulhorized ty the Bosnian
Govaernment in Jaraisvae and they also wanted Lendoe surrendered to
Fhem, Mfter a furbther wart a fax did appear:

REMODTLIMA BOSMIA HERCEGOVINA
STOR VRHOUNF KOMANDE QRUZANTH GNAGOH

Garajeves; 2001001090 gadine

DV LASTENTLE

Kajdim se avliascuje gedpsdin Merdan Dyomatl, Lomandant OkSL
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Lenica, da moze pregovarat: o uvijetima prekida vatre oa
Glavhim stazerom HVO u Grudama, na dogovorenim principina
bex 1kakvny uvjetavanga.

NACELNIK
STABA VRHOVNE KOMANDE OS5 R RBRiH -
SEFER HALILQAQVIC
M‘ LCU—""

We agreed to se% up a ceaseltire meeting at our SHchool 1n Vitez.
Merdan would come, but we biad to rfeteh him from Zenrxca. be were
guided aut nf Movi Travnik by the HY0 and did not cwome under fFire.
The escorts had seen quite a lot of tire whilst we had been 1n the
Hotel though. We reburned to the Benhool., I tusk 4 landrovers ta
Zenica tu pick up Merdan whilst Andrew Cumming stayed at the Schood
to grepare 16 four a weetving. En vonte to Zenica we had to clear a
barricace which included some ant: tank mineg with tiit switches:

in Zenivca we Found Merdan af the Ohstina Building and tuak aim
vack to Vetezma. Vae deal wags Lhat we eheuldd mect atv the School Lut
all parties thougbk 1t might be a better idea if we maf at Hotel
Viter. I sent word 4o Andrew Cumming o join ng theres.

In HVD HR Dffice we wetl, I didn’t knaw guite where to start. In
the end § decided o make a shart wpening statement ao I think they
expected we ta loead, I atressed tne need for a ceasefire and how

vital il was te my mission - thus my 1nvelvement.

Rlaseik 4, whe represvatzd the HVYO, was adamant tivat the TDF
stould unconditicnally surrender. In particular Liough they must
surraender thelir weapons,come under HVD control and give Lendn toa the
HYD as well. RAfter about 45 minutaes Andrew Cumming jotned wsw. UHe
warn Jetting nowhere when Andrew suggesbted a harder line. He
suggestad that the TOF stould remove Lendo. Hut it alsea emerged
that tha HVO Representative pad wribtfen inskeructions not to
comproamise. There wae litile further point in cuntinuing andg we
asked bobh side. Li %ry and ged higher level agreemoent, On the
vther and we oid get absolule guerantees that UNPROFOR and UNHER
could pass through any barprcades without hindrance.

At ew Cumminyg precentoesd plagres to each sade and we chatied
abtont the probilems aver whiskey we had provided., Betn sides seenmed
miuch more talkatsve during such informal talks. Merdan and hiw
party were then Vaxken Lack fo Zenicy by Mark Couper andg his L) Team.

By the time we ol back to the Hehonl ERC Worla Service had
repurted the oxtraction of UNHUR feraom Yitez by the Fronchh in thear
APCe. Thisz did not swprise me as [ had spoiten to Anders on a
"Yuppire’! telephone earliar; he had warned me that might have ta
haprnen then.

Wednesday =1 Qctatier

I dirove inta Vitez at O7T30hrs to sec 2 f Anders really bad gone.
He racd. Things were a little gquieter but thore was sktili a graat
. deal o7 tenston. NL G830hrs 1 saw Santic and Laid haim I was leaving
9 seldiers heras. We alsoe hired an 1nterprebsr — DMSOO for o twi
"‘.v 1:

T
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week pericd. UWith some wmisgivings I left the LOs in Vitex and
headed back to Split at 1030hrs. En route we reccved Gornji Vakuf
whare Alistair would he wasedl.

Thursday &2 Octoter

The Recce Party returnes to Hannover via Zagreb and Frandfurt ana
courtasy of Air Croatia and Ludthansa. On the flight to Fraafurt 1
talked to the Canaaian Recce Team (Logietics) ano asund i1 the tae
CO of bhe Royal Canadian Reytment (due to base 1tsulFf 1a Banja vLala)
cauld telephone me.

I had left the tollowing memhers of 1 CHEGSHIRE behaind:
Ne B Coy. Liaisen with HQ BRIOVFOR btased in OHplii,

Ops Offrs and twe LD Teams in Vites. Taukbed ¢ work with arnd
gek toe know the lucal LNHER OfFfice and leval poiirbies. Teanw .
were to etay 1n Viiesz area. Unoer Op ton HE BROTVOR antil my
Faturn on 29 006, INMORSAY a5 zo0n as poLwibice bo Vites

Three {0 Teams (o wurk the route ap from Spist.
TAMS to be under ap von «of HQ NSE.
Thursiday 29 Detnber

On Sunday 20 October the Skemptouns came for lunch. Nlexander
dranle oo mach and was very sick indeed upstavlrs, (L was very fiunny
reatly. #He'll lecarn.

I draove down and Lrieteo O R ITRISGH on aanday. khilz?! wiit the
IRIGH I hau a telepnune venversatian with the GOO froe Lhe Mes .
telephane at lunchbaine. I reti@arcsd the & off &1 Visit un Lues3ay ano
hirieted the Wiver in Lhe evening. Gordon Ralker helw me; except thnat
e cauncerd liwge hirlaecaity &0 the wives because Lis Tlie. were apen’

Maloeolw RiThkind, § af 5, visited on Wednesday &8 October. Jdoremy
Mac4enzie wae therae fao. T tbraefed hia in my otfice, he toured
arwting Lhe WORRIAN:, wet the hoys, yave a shurdt Press Ceantereasce,
han lunch witlh the ofilcer: and thelr wivee and (hon veparleos. (Ll
in all % wendt very wall.

I rflew back Lo Zplil teday. On arrival ] wazs interviewed iy Dan
Daman ofFf SKY Newvis. ngain I went back o the Madens OQppartment.
(Eivira wizit — 413111 the same room),

Friday 30 Octobap

I had anly braaght 30 waith e on the Advance Carty ~ that
invlwded Rlan Noranam, Mike Winstanley, Mark Weir and [all [r2ing
Sut ald askb dnclude tne company commanders., We bLook cwr smali {leet
of deéndrovers Lo plielc up stores Frow khe L3L at Gplivt Docks ang then
Meaued Up-countey,

%
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T our agsence Siman 211Ls had worked woenders and had helped get
a craregilire in Vite:- which acemed €0 2xtend to Naovi Travniik oo,
But rosar had errnpted and thiere had been muach figitking there
tetween the VYO and TDF. The (afe where we had had cur Iunch as we
wers leaving on the recres was wrecked., What a zhame. { visited the
HYO Tommander ai we pacsed through Frover. Hie name 12 ITlya
Franjie.  ide was wud ctwentaes, whispy beard and rankless. He blamed
the vinolence in Frogor on fanatical wuslims. {le said there werw
about 19--20 wounded,

Witer was muc b guieter Lhan 1t had been when we last saw v, T

wecpiand e Dirsctor: Office in the Schaaol and sarted myselt ant as
queckiy as 1 cuald.

Sacurday 31 Qelbovcer

Taday sagce 1ell Lo the Berbs. We have known aL would mappen Fue
some Lime wecause of Lhe vast swarms of refuygees coming intoe
Traunitt, 1 put Mark Weir into the Refupee Centre 1n Travihik 1o help.
This was 4 tremendously popular thany te do. Pharmacies Sans
Frantievew(Fatrick Dagaessan) pravided Mark with the drugs he wnraded,

Martin Forgréeve and RBob Ryan cane nnder fire as they were in kho
Maraula aree of viilages - West of Turbe. Hndrew Cdmming had
arganized A convay of vehieles up from Split wihivh carriodg o lat of
UNHACR gear. They arrived late - led by Mike Healie - and 1 took
ane truck directly inbte Traveil e disteibuto blanxans 33 Ene poar
devils wha needed them, Travoak was not under faire when we did jt
1ltaouygh there had heen shells an the Yown 1 the early evening.
Thae ¢ wWwaw gquite a lot of Jowuse Tir » around though,

a
3

Sunday L Movember

I spobe Lo 4 journalicsts this mnrning as well as Andrew (umaing
laiar. [ olae went to “B BHC witih Hick 3tanafield and Simon Ellaz.
The~e 1 met tacoy LDourdy--Srapson. § slrescsed harse my bLelietr tnat
tive wnly way w2 ecauld get Ghrough o Tuzla in the winter woulsd e
Via MALN roads. 1 alse met GBlyn Evans, Head ofFf UM MNperoticns 1n the
FC2. She said shie was on ber way o vigit uws.

Tneomy ceturn T o learnt that a BEC Ceweraman hod been Hi3iled in the
Farada, Mig name vaw Timmosir Teaokovic, Martin FPorgrave was
tater to help yet Hiz hody back.

I rintes Glyrn LZvans, breavelling wath Newl Weignt, on her
arrival. later 1 Lok hor with me when [ wenl (nta Travnais. . met
the VO Dapuky Frestuent Ferica Vrizanoce wikin her. Kricanoo toou me
that Traviil was 29% Ceecat and 4534 Muslim which 7 found a hat
suspect. He confirmed tiat Jajece had fallen Jduring the nighi.Glyn
Evar- left me after I tad Laken her o vigrt the Retuyee Centre.

Horowy part I owent an hoe the TLF HE where I found Merdan. [F was
nice Lo cee nim ayain. I dike tids man. He markes Lhe Front Lines
1a great detail on my wap -~ incluasing Foeward Dotacinments. Vhe
AE&raudia area laoi

e very vilnorabile Trom boatle $he noar th anag aoutn.

Mrrntay 2 Novamber
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Some BRITFOR Staft Qrfficers have arraived. 1 took them an a
af the area. J alen wrote a letler of condolence 0 1ihomir's
parents and yave it %o the BRC tearm accumpanyinpg his body back to
Spaot. 1 asked that 1t was nol punlicised.

cour

Thare seems to e a Wit of an WY mutiny arcund here. [ think
Decause Jajece has fallen the HYD dratied in Vrowm Tomaslavyrad are
insisting on thei rights to go heme:. A large ocoelume oF refugoes aad
HY0 1s manweuvreiny around Yitez at the mument. They eventually
movoal of ¥ Ltowards Hisel juk., Apparently Blaskic has osrdersd that
they bhe divarmed at Kiseljal.

Tuesday I Movembwop

{ met "Stanley’® the LDanmizh Mercenary 1n Travnix toway.
Apparently his friegnd 'Jahnnie® haw been missing Tor 2 while and he
has “inet hiis way'. I alwo visited the local hoespital and spent a
racher pleasant Yume in tne rcompan, of Che waspital Mirector who
gava s coftee and birscuits., fOuteirde the hoopital T met "Ted™-
annther mercenary tighting Ffor the TDF, He was ex-NZ RArmy and
ariginally ecame from Cheshire. Ted bold me that the Sorbs had
killed a yauny boy by bthrowing a1 grenade inta his vehicle. e hasd
attendes the Tuneral ecarlier today.

Wednesiday % Novambaer

Totay I wantes 12 see what Magla) was like. We met Hozimar
Veale, Spe Doaputy Cowmander of Zepre and he arranged lor s te weeb
Tves Lozancic, the Commander.

We markad «ur mapy in detail from his briefing at Zepce. Then he
arranged far uvs Lo ge tntoe Maglaj. At a roadblock just south af
Magiaj (4 kms) we met Alris Gasparic, HVO Comd in Maylajy. He guided
U3 ovar 4 rabtner exposed moantiia coad into Maglaj. The town was in
rurns.  We met Herceyg SGulpa Comd TOF toe. There was a lot of
tneaming and outyeing farc.  be cressed the beridge over the Rivers
Buoena to the old toewn which was seriously deslroyed, Thie was gquite
dangeraus as many pewple had been shot by snipers as they crossed
the bridye. AOfter bthat we wenl to see people living 1o cellarsy. 1
main A hraoadeast an Radin Maglaj. I promiserd Barbara Harice, local
Red firocs Dffice,that T would retluarn as soon st possible. bt
Gy praple are sH1ill lauviag in Maglaj - maybe more wikh zolurers.
Onee 4E,000 people Livesd lbere. 1 agreod Lo bring zome medical

supplies oack o Rarkara as scon an possipble.

i returaed Lo Vites acroess Lhe mountain ruat andg Jeter made a 1Y
broadcast which lasted 73 minuktes »n TV Viter! 1 had to 1nsist that
the Tacal VO man did not interview me as [ did not wish to appear
ana-vided. T wasw alsa in a little trouble at haome fur being too
Forthright in wy approach.  Some orople tn MOAD lave asked me nol to
be quite so resolute - bt T never 41d s3ay we would fight aure

way
throuyin roaadbl aclhis !

Thuarsvay 5 MNovewmber

There (3 naw gqurtce a Jot of shesling oanio Turbe ane lravhik. We

.
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provest to Hiscljyak every btime thal happens. Today I tried with Don
Steoele, Signals Sguadran Commwander. to yet mobile telephones. We had
mixed success., The R INF Team have also arrivedy led by findrew
Yenus who [ like a lot. The MST and Advance Rarty aof 432 Fd Bqn ate
new here and putbing vp therr equipmenie and lentse very fast.,

Friday G Navewnber

Touday I fulfilled my promise Lo return Lo Maggla). Fharmacies
Sans Frontieres and UNHCR had given us an 8 £on laoad and we packed
o landrovers with extira stufi from the UNHCR Warehoanse.  Joarqe
from UNHCR togelher with Gailbert Greenall and Douy Houston (First
Secrctary BFritish Erbassy Zagreb) came as well. I cailed in tu see
Ivn Lozancic as we wonb. I told ni'm €hat [ ivad gassed un sone
indormation an & a1 hir: soldiers wilh brobten backse to 4Lhe {CRC,

T Eunle the onnvoy dipewetily into Mayglaj dewn Che wmain road. There
had veen =0 sheiliny since O700hrs: onte the road. The irnhabitants
were really amazed that we had come back so gquickly and we yarnad
greast credit for that. I drank Slayvoviteh with the two luocal
camaandors {(Gaspariz and Herzoyg)., Clearly they had o joint command
pust. After we had unloaded our stores we went to the local

hespital whore w2 pliclked up Mark Weir, Vher2s was: cunciderable
fighting avaus one #m east 37 the town and scome sniper and arisilery

fFire lancing within the bniidings. Some ruunds came close o aure
escar s,

T made the diecicion to go out of town o the mountain roaad and
T'm glad ¥ did as a lurry that went straight ahead was heavily
mortared just atter we atarted up the mountain route. Auain good
decislan; Llucky thaugh! We returned withont further incident and 1
Wwas well pleaszed by Lhe days work.

Saturaay 7 Novembaer

The ROCA DAN which carriecs all my WARRIOR has now been Jdelayes &8
hoogrs . Maw ohe s dus in oa Wednesday 11 November.

At 1105hrs Bab Ryan leading 4 landrovers (two Liluy two Saprnoer
recen) cama under ire en rante tao Tuzla. A yreat deal of trire was
aut down From Sarcb pasafions ancluwding AR Boefors, mortars and caall
pYAE T Wu retirned about 20-30 rounds back.s One ot our Sapper
vearcles waeg strucK. It was absolutely amazaing thal nooouy was
hur . TV was traveliing witn the veiloles and falmed it all. They
aZio got 11 bhe way whilel my vehtliles were manceunvreing ta pget oub.

Lhiilst waiting for Ryan %o rebnrn so that I conid gebried hoom
properly I went uwup to the hills south of Turbe to watch Lhe battle.
From thiere we vould clearly see why the Serbs have the advantagye.
The Herbs shell at will andg the HYUY and TDF have nothianyg with whach
to reply. UWhen I roturned I spake Ea Dol Ryan and congratulated
then ali on reactiny properly. T aleo gave an ancerview Lo The
Guardian and ITY. Tivia was hite fivsth time poernap: tnat we have oeen
des.berately targeteu.

Bunday 3 lavenbze

Tapether with Richard Barrens, 08 BRITFOR, who ieo stayiun wréh
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s for his familiarisation vasit, I went to meet up with Jorge wim
is currently standiny in for Anders Levinsen in the UNHCR office.
Jorge nad requecstea a meeting and I told him tiat 1he nhpetl time
would b2 hetore [ travelled Lo HO BHEC -~ as tihen he wunld ensira that
any painte he made went strargnt tao the Cuommand Headguarter:n.
Despite the very 2arly how of 0832 Jorye was only a cuuple of
minutes late. Natwrally the UNHOCR Office was closed and so Jarype
sugyested we went Yt theiwr house. [ agreed. -

Jarge wanted the British to escart a Muslinm trocking company Srom
lenica Lo PloacesSplit ard back ~ carerying UNHCR aic of course. bWe
fave a problem wver thyzs ss 31t 1. an the Spanreh Lattviilan’s area
and gulitinally the MID is most andiouws not to upiel bne applecart.
However 1 agreed to take the matter ap to 00 BHO..  ®uzhard and 1
lefte at MiLShes. We ween an Mieseljal by 1LOODRr:.

There Brigadier Roddy Cordy -Sampean met ws, Tugetner with Mark
(his MA) we Fteviawed things in general., In particular we discuwsed
the Tuzla Reule. [ agreed to start working on tryinyg to get through
via MNearth of Garajevo as senn as possaible. For Lhewrr part 1t was
essential that someone speak. ta the Serbea. Therc was na need taor
that nntid? [ waz 1n o poesition o move and I dida’l Lhiank that cuwuld
ve unill atter WARKRIUR was azre.

Jurg=2 and Kaim from UNHER also appeared ab HGE BHC too.  Apparently
UNHCR had loat & few trailors - abandonned on the Mostar Route - and
they needed help. After guite a b1t of scurrying around a caaple of
LUNMOs were despatched to try and sort it out. I nad junch with
Brijadier Raddy and in the process acquired a conpgle wf Franch
chea2ses. Sgt Taylor who was driving me sugpested that I joined a
que-i2 Ffor American canmp caots - which I did ~ therocy acqguiring a
sec nd ane (brand newd)., On reiurn to Vitez [ yave my owid nne ko
Yfoaasiats for laalcainy afier wo.

Andrew Cumming rang wn the eveninyg. It seemo that even now the
Govarnment may renege on placing tihe Fatktalinn ab Vitez., He says he
neecds ta be toanvinecsd that the HVUD are not going to abtrandon the area
completely — inm Favaur of an araa they are attacking te Lthe east of
Mastar. findrew wanle me to cee what senior HUD intentions are wWito
regard to the future ano in particular bo assess wiebner they nave
any tatbtenlion of puilaing oui o thas area ( ledving bac lacal vl to
their Tate perhap=s) and yainyg Ter Lhe creation of a Urodal area to
the Fast of Maostar. To be honest 1 think hes wrong bub whoe keowes,
Iun sunt Martin Forgrave Lo tux up a2 wmeating with Blascik., It
anyune in lhe area has any idea afpoaut that sort of thinyg 7T thonk ot
would bae hinm, T £ald Andrew I would doe that and repurt my resalis
toemorrow.  He seems Lo have a Ybec 1n the bionnet® over this.

feday Cpl Farrsll ias 1wiued me witiho this Gerdease word gracessor
and sc 1 am determined Lo pud my diary onte t. 7 atd =o by 18 Nov.

Tuosday 10 Navemher

Yesterday I spent the wmorning visitinyg Mario Cerke: of the §100
aind Jefkij of the TDF. 1% seemed Lo me that they had na intentions
whaleover of abandonnang the faight., There were indicataions that
the HYUQ  and TDF were trying Lo get back Layether., I esked them

&
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both to Nueep their forces away Trow my facilities; Rtiey promised
they wuuldg. Slefwiga’s HR is ne longer in the Schoawl Building. He
now liveds in the West of $hoe Town aear the Mosque. 0On wmy return I
wrote out a long sagnal Lo Andrew Camming in which 1T stated that I
conld see no sign of the HYO abandonning their place here.

Today 1 derided to try and asnseass how we Would nalie an
ekmergenecy withdrawal from the Gofticol and [ weote an appreciatinn.,
The main concidsions o the appreciration were bthat we would requure
up to D hours te get out of nere 1Y we cuncentrated on only taking
eisential equipwment, & hawty deionce plan was roguiren, and that it
was as33enbial tu diseaver what artillery pluces Lie Serlbs nad in
the area of the TV Tower at FPeljenik which was on 16,000 wetresn
away . That was alwost wikthin D-30 range and carkainly within the
trange of some Serbasn yuns. I tasiced GF in HE BRITHFOR tao see what
Lhey vconld nome up with.

General Nambia, Majgar Geoneral Mrrillon andg the Deputy Commandoer
wf HD RAC vasited ws today from 1300 -1500hes, i br-.cetfed theun,
nave cnem luhco, <iuwed them the School and then haa a private talk
piitiy thow all in my DFfice. Namvia sbtruck me a3 3 Aice man.

Mar. llven 111 reserve judgement upcon. Just as lhey were leaving
Brigadier Andrew Cumming turned up. Meither Nambiz nor
(narticularly) Murillon scemed keen to meet him., MNambira had met
Ciumieing A cauple of Jdays ayo but Morillen and Cumming had never net.
In canversations 1t war quite clear that the UN awee naot
parcicularly live the British appreacth te CE. Andrewn Cumming had
cienterant Colonel David Roberts waith him. Robierts was here to
dizewss wmergenty withdrawal plans. Dumming read put discarded my
appreciation as J don*t think it accords with his pre-conceived
notinneg of BiH being cot tn half by Serbians and the Cruaaty gning
Topr [ercefovina, Hels guite hang poon this,

Wadnasday 11 Movenmher

Thiz morning 1 gaecided to consider going lo Tuzla again. The
praoclam wans tha®t Zawh Lime we had ynne it had rucultes 1n Boo lyan
serag shot at bty the Rosnian Secbs. 1L was very yreat luck Yo have
avatded soriwens injury or Joath. [ thought we cuoula cauwily gar
throunh to Tuzla 1f we were ta twse the Narth of Olove route. T oeven
weint te see Jorge in UNHCR Lo see what could be dune; bat Jarge was
et particularly koea an the (dea. It really died a natwal doath
whan I learnt from Richard Barrens in Split that The Seacretary of
State had asked that we Jo natheing more like that unii)l we have
WARRIOR wn $ha ground.,

date Ndie from BBC TV cawe here for the fTirst tiwe. 1 had last
met her abt Ballykelly in 1982 avter tite Bomb., She secmed pleasant
envugh bul she really 1o a bit of a hard nut | suspect. Latet theowe
sther jonrnalists called byj; they included Mark Laity. Qgain X
talited ta them Lrixfly.

Duoug H@qstﬁp, First Gecretary Britash Embassy in Zagtel
around latur with %wn sen whoa were to put up RBovis
acv s mmndation Tar rzfugees e ol tferead

y Cassed
snalterad

£ . s the purtocatiins whizi the
wirkmen wenld 2rect Tor thomzelves it we allowed them to be
puetetbivned st the Daze. The worhmen would be sbtaying there for asout
€ waeks until they ivad dane the 1nb and then they wunld be nurs, In
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addition he offered me Ltie wse oY Nis vehicle whilst he was awayv. X
agrecd ta that rapadly - as well as the invitabtion to dinner in
Zenica later. W®Wo went Lo a restaurant called "Cafe Horse’; I nad
iibtle doubit what 1 wa=z eating there.

Thursday L& Novembep

Ahien General Nambrza and General Moarillon viwcited two days -ago
they mentivned the possibility of a general ceasetfira throughout
Busnia and Herzegovina. Reparently that was sigred lacst niyht
acearding ta thy BBRC Overseas Service Mews. However T was dwoken by
a gun firing very cluase to the Schiool. When T was briefing everyone
at ay 000CRrs Goneral Griefing I was just telling them ahous tie
poswibie ceazetire when {the gun went of T ayain. it caused uwes all
nuinsiderable amusemont. I despatvhed Mattinew Dundas-Whatley to
identify its exact locatien ang 1o faind out &l what it wae Tiring.
Atfter A conple of hoves he vame bRaclk to report thalt the gun was
frring at the Herb yguns 4t the TV Tower. He had talked to Blascil
aho ok it all. Clascik Had ordered the gun tu filre as the Serhbs had
Laey blastany Turbe swnce OS900hrs and the yun was simply
retaliateng. Woe repartad i%t all to Kisel jak.

There wae o very Tierce storm here thic morning which destruyed a
Few uf the tenke and was exceedingly dangerous as tt brought daown
quite a rew power lines too. The roys (and yirled Jid very well to
try and Lkesap things under contrnal, but we have lousi quite a lot of
canvai.,

Doun Houstor promised me the wuse of hise Landrever Discovery
whilst e was away and 5o I have recovered it from Kiseljak where he
lefr it. Rather witkedly I'm pgaingy to change its warbkings if L can

s bha®t thiey tevcome UN ones.  He said he duesn’k mind.

GThe International Commwittee of The Red Croags (ILRC) telephoned
and asked me IF¥ they could meed with me tn discuss matter:. I
invibted Lhem Lo core to tea thise afternoan., At 1630hrs Yves bianeon,
leav2r oF the Zenica Office (18 Aprila Put 15, 72000 Zenica: Tel
072, #6568 and Claire Podbielski arrived. Both are rather nace
pRople, I yave tiem tea, a briefing on Lhe front lines around Olavao
and Magiaj arnid & dJdeceroat map tecanee they didn?l have une. I alsao
disnussad whath we do apnut the incercasing nunibar of reports of
atrocitres we are discavering; im ihorl we report 2L Lo {Lhe UN and
ICRT (as wn2ll az DRITOOM . Althouyh T invited tihem to stay For
zupper thay had to et back. ] think they were omazed and amusecd
by us.

Friday 13 Novembor

I have received an instructieun fror Gen Morilleon that I shouwld
Ery and wuse my *contactz? in the area of Maglay) te civeck on the
ceasefire. Addaticonally Yrigadier Roddy Lordy-Limpson waw to visit
today and waniad to seo something of the area. Anag 50 1L seowmad
senzilsle Lo yo to Maglay wish Goaray--bhaimpson o thati he, &%
Morillon?’s COS, eould ses for himselF. On top of that nebody shauld
really oo to somewhere Like Maglaj wibhout taking ard and
lamdrovars were o bis

.,

GG Our
Fulled wikiv IINHIZR aid. Rueddy Cordy=Simpson
turned up here ac O90CGHrg . I showed him guackly
then we 5@t of ¥ Tor Maglaj.

arcund the bacsoe and
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took the Landrover Discovery - newly cleaned and with UN in
biark masking tape on its side. AL the rractloch Just to the South
aof Maglaj we haard souads of the town being shelled. We waited
awh:le and then decided to yo straight intoe Maglay down the main
raad,  We travelled at high spoed dowa the road to the river. Q11
went well unta2l the serornd tunnel when jusl hefare we emerged a
shell burst about 180 actraes in frount of thae tunnel entrance! I
haited the cunvay for a Toew minates betfare we made a dasn Far the
centre of town acrass the railyard where the shell nad juskt falten.
N further shells fell]l whilact we were getting into town. I went tu
HVUDTDE HO and askad %o see flois fasparic (HVY) and Herce Sulejman
(TDEY,  Meanwhile we a<ked the local Red Craoas to take delivery of
the DNHCOR aid ofF mainly flower, 2il and baby food. A number of
art:.*lery ahelis fell) clase to us as we were warbting araund. 1 made
everyane kbake eifeciive cover.

Tme 1WOSTDE expiaines that a bavtle had kreen cngoing for at least
2 OnonrG, The Beros wore attackiny in the area of feslic east to
Magia) and were doiny co with infantry and tankz. No aircratt were
heing uwsed., Roddy Cardy-Simprhson listened intently and explained his
role as the ceasefire broltzr,  He would take actiron on what hie had
heard. I yave both Aleis and Suleman a bobttle of *Juhnnie Wallor?
and this went down very well indeed.

“ne Discaevary had a punctuare of the way out of ©awn - 1n Lhe
first tunnel. Weoe chienged the wheel 1tn the tunnes <3 tnen tock the
montain - rathier than wmain road - rogte out o Maglaj. Roaddy

Cordy=-SGiapaoan 1eft use at Zenaica; Nick Stanmsfireld and 3 went to see
Yures Mauron of ICRC to advise him net Lo puf an office in Magla)
vet .

After that I returned to Vitex and prepared to o to GBorngi
Daknt o pick up ny HARRIOR. Tac (my WARRIOR and the Signals? AR
were there. Again 1 ased the Discavery. AY Bornji Vokuf I saw
Riiustair Rule gquickly and then Jumged inte ON. e came wack tw
Vitex a% an amasing specs really. WAKRIOR hee no orobliesm hicre. Mine
wa: Lhe first WARRIMIR La enter Viteaz.

Saturday 14 November

There wans a light smatitering of osnow on the lialis and even the
ficelds around the Gohoal when I awoke this murning. BRBut it rapidly
turned ta sluash and then wnud whiclh didn’{ help the sartorial
e.Rgence of %his place much.

Fiathoeugs B Cay rode evasily over the hills that'sz not likely <o
be whe case for N Uoy who have ocewn held up at Temaslavgrad by
bicckapes - particalariy civililan cars stuck 1n Lthe cnow.  Thesc
have had to ke cleared hefuore R Coy could start the route and they
are much delayed aa I write this - although they are well rnla the

route now, IT wa carnot clear this one Shan we might as welld Y
hoame! ’

went over o the Prece Jentre ot 0900Lr: and wjace Fuoe
a TFew mingates Defore Laking gquestions. L 3a1d Litas 13 Loy had

. macse
1t aver Lne mountaine ~43th relative ecesze - nat

one hwo hroken down
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and the WARRIOR: had had ne problems whatswever. 1 told them about
the curront problems an the Mountaine - snow - bul said it shougld
Be overcomne and we nnst expect the odid set-back. After that 1 Lool:
DA For 2 spin inks Vites and Llhien Jdown ko Rusavaca in searciy of a
*laost? UNMHUR convoy.

There 1s guite & nroblem an the Haraula now. Lelonel (he's not
4 Brigadiar) Ribe of the TDF has Lold Martin bargrave thats: --

There to a two-Lrigade z1xed Lerbaan atiack on Tharie.

[t has been ygoing on sinee carly marninyg.

Tanks aond infantey are beiny ucad,

Twu thvasand civilians are firapped - many 1njured.
Ribie warnte us ta get a vearefire ond alsn tu evacwvate the &,000
civilians. I have naturaily warned of F HQ BRITFOR., HQ} BHC are
tryiny to get 2 cecwetire. ' we uyel a ceaseltire which can be
ayrzed by derbs, Croats and bMusilins, then I may be in a positian
tu act. my warsjes are (hal we are being trapped inta involvement
and why did they nat avacuate these people berfore? They have knowe
aboul them for lony enourgh. I think the chances of a ceasefare are
negligiiple but nonetheless have warned off Alistarr Rale to de Lhe
Jueb f necvevwsary. Finally, jgust kefore bed I am telopnoned and
toid that Goneral Morillon nas mane & sligh®t garvde; he has 1nformed
tie Worlo's Frewe thatl he hac ardered the Eritizh Batralion to
evacuate casumalties from the Karauwla. This without any
pre~cundilionas zueh ac the tacl that there chould e A ceasefire
first. I have talephuned Roddy Cordy-imgsnen wha 13 trying to yet a
ceacerfire. We shall sew,

In the early eveninrg I was wWworking in sy office when I wan tonld
that the Mayer of Forazde wished o see me, e was ai the {frunt
Gate and hic name wae tHladuo FEfondic. tHe was accompan.ed by zm1a
Imamoviec of the Charity Meriiamet? (their spelling). LUfendis told
me thal Lhere wae & total of 70,000 peopie in Gorav. e U whicn
153,000 wore under 17 years of age. They werae surioarnded and would
starl to starve 1n a wewh., He had already visiteo Hiceljale and
LINHTR.  He was plealding far help and my heart want out ko him. [
premiced I wviowla represcent has case to HE BHO but cuunld not
praomise anything substantial., 1 felt ashanmed, I anvited the Farty
incinding interpreter and driver to sbtay for dinner - which they
dud. Efendis bad woaliced out of Gorazde (4Gkwe) bay that paih was
now Clasue,

Suniay E Movember

T decided late last rnaght the I would €ry and talk to bthe
Serbhian Cummander an a rardio. Miclk Stanstield had told me thal ihe
HYQ wften listen to the Herbe (and even talk to thew) on the radio.
fAnd 30 at A830hres [ drave inte Travnille and want to the TDF HQ.
There L det Hibo whoe Unld me Lthal it could e pocsible. It was
ahvious that the whele MHoadguarters was in a high stale of
excitement/anguish. Ofter a while Le1la the Interpieter’s father
fturned up. I think he i3 a Major and ax—-JNA. Hi- name is Dalje
Sahinovik. Apparently the lacal Serbilan Commanders are
Grnerasl Galio tn the South based around Komar and
Peulac Lo the North based aronrd Palienik. Dalje

Hrigadier
Lalanel
Lisrd he would ey

and put us in Eooch wibh the l1oval Serbian comwanders but we wonld
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have %o go tu Turbe o diy ib. A3 wWwe were leavinyg [ met botin Merdan
and Elasciit. Clearly there is conciderable HYQ/TDM cuoperation in
this time of extreme crisis for the area. { foliowed Dalje up the
Turte Road and we turned left up on te the b1l we had visited last
vweak - buft we stopped in dead groawad., Twice Dalje trieid o make
cantart with the Serbs on his radin - on the second time he managed
it. fpparently Brigadier General Galic had received instructions
fron Kanja Lukta not te talue teo "UNPRQFUR". That was (he end &f the
mathber and so I decidad o go boe Kiseljah to see 1iF¥ Raoddy
Coruy~Simpsan had a0 any more luck. My provicional plan to get
ihike Ehe KLaraula wa: o use B Coy a% well as vehicles fram Lhe
Sappers and MAT.

But Fram my vantaue poasition on the hill T could see very littloe
eviviance of rafuyees in the Karaula. Reparts hada suygested that
they ha+l left during the night - and lad arrived in fravrnik. 1lhere
viere certainly nevaee 2,000 there. Hs I travelled €0 Kirszeljak I
3toud duwn the troop:s whom T had pat un stand-by.,

LLast awyght I fad given my word fa ropert the matter of Gurazde
Lo “iszligak amd so I Jid thie after Lalkang things through with
Roddy Cordy-Simpssn. I also gave o debrief nn the situation to
both G and 63, Thureatter J had lunch and then returned to Vites,
By new Ribo haid withdrawn hry regues® for help to get refugees back
amd o 1t was all rather a *storm on a teanup?.

Thore 13 clear evidencve that the HVO/TRIE are planning same kuind
of uwiffensive to strive back. The yun, puacitiaoned 1,000 metres from
sy started firing «% 1G30hrs. Tes tends te sugyest this might oe
Ltrue, Martin Forgrave old we thabt the plan is for a left hook to
cut off the Serhy.

Toniyht was the first tame T have either managed to remenmter o
been akle ¢ visit the mobile shower unit. Mot having a bath or
shaver has noet Leen a yreat problem because each wmorning I tend to
wasis my hair in a howl and then stand in it and use a rFfacecloth to
wash my ovoy. Nonelhelecse being anle to have a rcally good shoawer
was Fabulous.

Mornday 16 Navembicr

B Coy are now complete at Vitex having had a horrerndous Journey.
C Cny are almost here; the last packet of their WARRIOR:s arrive
ton:ybt. S Chay are ctill en route,

Taday T decided I would yet recce Tuzla as a gre-cursor to
coenvays starling later thisz weex. I pave out orders at 074%5nrs and
we daegarted 2% J830hrs. Not oaly <ad [ take Jamie Sage, Bub Kyan
and Marlin Turgrave, oul 1 alse ztarteds with 9 Media vehicles as
well. Tha route T had decvided was mosl safe touk wme from Yite: to
Cat:. i, tihen on through Ratand, Pugear, Rijeka, Milankovici and
Hladanj. RBob Ryan, who linew the way well,led until Rijeka ont then
Totoek wver.  In Pogar I omebl Claire Podbieloky (ICRLY S she was
deal.vering aid toe Yares. The route was fiaey a couple of shots,
ome expiasions and sliyht srnow Lelween Ralan) and Ri1jena. Tree
‘whoie Journay btoushk about G hours aml w2 were there by 143Uhkrs.

At Teast avw 1 Had proved we could get there!

-
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i had agreed to keep the jeurpalists with me, but oid warn thenm
that they would need 4-whwel draive. In fact several came without it
ard an the end ITV had to ditetr theur arpoured Granada at Kijeka
when the clubch burnt out on the wiy back.

in Juzla I went Lo sce Luitic 8t Jepo (Fresaident 10 Retugees). 1
gave him a bottle of whiskey as & present and alse a 10-man compo
pack. fhe reporters ti1imed me with Lukic and aleo interviewed me
outside the Tawn Hall arfterwards.

The journey baclk was Teirly uneventful - except for the 1TV car
innidant. We were back in Yitez School by &130hers. At 2218hrs 1
held an ) Gp and ygave a warninyg order for Jamie Saye to plan how to
net aid to Tuzla. I told him o give me his plaa at OB30hrs
Camurrov,. I intend using & forward bhase in Hladany to support the
aperation and will pour as much UNMHCR aid as possitle into Tuzia
until the weether stops me. WARRIOR cannol be uved decaunse of tie
fragile bridges out SCIMITAR, once il yets here, iz 2 pessivbility.
Therc {5 a dangerous stretch of the route between Klaaarnj and
Stupari nn which I would like to have some armowred protaction.

Pichard Waltier haa arrived and given wme a second radac, 1
thought i1 sensible o have btwoj ane for my office and one [or ny
Jedr o,

Tuesday 17 RNovemoer

Jamic Tage, Mariyn Thomas and I discuesed the plan to get aia fao
Tuz, a at 0B830Chrs. Jamie suggested that there was not fime to duo
everything by a start time of tomorrow and that we should aim tao
initiate convnys at Q400hrs an Thursday 19 November. I agreed.

Thn othe middle of the briefing Andrew Cumming telephoned o zay
that he wasn’t ton pleased 1 had iygnored his order not €o yo ©o
Tuzia until we ned WARRIOH on tne pround. Vo be honest [ dion’c
rea.lse hie had boen as spacific as that bui knew he had sume
inhobibiane. It was my tTaully I should have oiccussed ib witn nim.
Arsd o U apologized immodiately. L EaYd haim anpout the proposeds
plane for Tuzla, He seemed conlent with them. Arndrew alaw told mne
that it seemead seasitle bto pavs tacktical control of me o HO HIHG
with «ftfect from midmight tonight, 1t doegen’t really make much
difForonese to we in day to day oparations. 1'm tuld by Roidy
Cordy=Simpzan bixabl MO DBRIVEDR will be in the UN Lo UREAT but Anarew
Guwiing denied a9 had baen asked au yet.

“ais adteracan i owent to Zenica and saw tle JOKD awcut thear
apnrationi: in worder Lo tile up detacls. [ have pudt Juan Donnelly as
an W0 with the lacal UNHER office. He is to become completely
TUMHIIRis2d? including civilian cluihes, no weapon and UNHOGR
Ictantity Tard. .

There an been a power out all day. Thiy say it will Le aff for
betweoen 1 - 3 days! Mepody really Knows what 1s going on with tie
electricity. T am typing this by the laght of a Tailley Lamp.

iily my small wmicpoprocessar runs on paktories for up to 4 haours.,

(r—\ Toenighs T received an appeal fram the Mayor of Travnil Lo puot
his

trwn under intarnatianal protection. [ don'*t blame him rar
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that; I would do the same in his gositien. I've passed it an to
%iseljnkg JE€*s more difficult te reach HZ BRITFOR as pvarything 1s
gown - pacausa of thoe pawer cut. )

Fipally we arc now complete in Vitez. B Sgm 9/71&L rejoined wue
tunight. They are %ired and nnld affer thoir lony sojourn on the
mountaing guiding everyane along the routes. lhey will get a gowud
night?s rest aml then at least twe troops will he sent aff t4 help
get axd through to Tnzla.

Thursday 19 Movesber

T dadn®t do taw ruch this morning epart feom wander arcund the
Hase with Maleolm Wosd who wWas visating. *Nora® the artillery gpiece
(13%mm) Tired a tolal ot 13 r~ounmds towards the Hevibian positions
Tarang the days [ wondeor when the Serips will try counter--baxctery
Fira?

Shartly aflter smidday Yves Manren and a man called Fieere-Pndire
Conod arrived., Yves is the local Zenica ICRC Representative and
Conod wy the Head of Delegation fruom Zagreb. We dicscussed a
posaible release of Serbian internees feom Zenica and Jahionica
arexs. I yave Them lunch and a briefing on the scituation around
Magiaj.

The Nelherlanoce Transport Battalion has arrived and 15 positioned
amly 20 minutes away in Busavarca, 1 decided te go and see kthe
Commanding Officer. To do so I taouk the Standhy Flatoon (Aley
Watts) in its WARRIORs. Tan De Boer seems a very nurmal and
balanced type of man. I liked him and we got on well., We discussed
C& and vcame to an agreement that we would decide who commanded based
o the requirements of each operatiuvn, I returned from Busavaca
Jus: in time %o go to the UNHCR OFfine for the [/0Ghrs Meefting.
Thetes we discucsed Iin broad nutline how we shuoeuld tackle things -
UNMHER, Duteh and Dritish.

tater T received two totally contradictory instructions. HOR
BRITFDR sent we & signal sayainy tha the ICRC d4id not envisage a
detainee ewcart Lauk and Chief G2 HR BHC (Mike Cornwall) seni me a
signal sayiny that I should lialse immediately with Yves Mauron in
arder 4o escort Serte detainees from Zenica Lo Sloece from 1100hes
tamurrow. To resclve thw mattor [ adrove intn Zenica, found the
MetaiWwoirkrres Fute?! and spuode Lo Yvee. There dis no devaznee movement

for wthe mamant. H BRITFOR waa vorroect.,

Mariyn Thomas yave his arders for the Tuzla Opereation at
1400hrs ~ larygely ior the Press whoe are here 1n large
numers. Jamie Bege 1s already poasitioned at Kladanj ready to
raceive the convey after it leaves here at 0400hkrs. The plan 1s
that Mariyn will =un up to Tuzla and back to Kladanj oy aoout
L8othe s, “he econvoey will overnight at Kladanj and thea return here
foer A Furiuer luad., The whotle matier 15, o7 coiree, weather
cependeant - and (L£7s sidarted sleet. ny badly tenight., o agoubb that
will mean snow n the mountains! We shall see.

Thursday 19 November
T was woken . by Martin Themas? departure with the convey boannd
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for Tuzla. 1t went al O40Chrs as wlanned - apparently traicen by
about 13 vehivles buloanging to the Media. Jamie Sage had sut up a
3ase in Kladanj alttiaugh T da not cnow exactly where it 1c vet.

Tahn Donnelly iz now not yoing to be the UNHCR 1.O; I agrae witn
Tim Fark that he would be far more valuabtrle an a G4 caordinator.
Jamas Askew is to be his replaceuent with UNHCR anmd so I starte:s the
day by taking James down tuw the UNHCR Office. AL 0345hrs I faok my
WARRIAR anmid the Standby Mlatoon (four WARRIORS of Niex Watts?
Platoon) into Zenica acroes the s«hart mountarn roube. 1 had agreed
to take a trace of the frontlines Lo Yves Mauron of the ICRC and so
had Syt Connclly accompany me in the back of my vehicle. Harkaing
Five WARRIOR: oabwige the [CRL Tuilding - webween HVO and HOS
Barrarks - caused gquite o slar., Tii the event 1 moved them away as
the Militvary Police (HV) were apparently gebtting excited.

It 1300hre T took Dauy Housktan's Discovery lLandraver back to
Kisnljalc. He was Jue to arrive at Sarajeve Airport in time to cateh
“he Shuttler to HO MHC. Inm the svent he wat fate and so I left the
key~ witih G3 Ops. jlwwever I 2id manage tae Tremove® a couple of
Morwegian stools to help ritting arrangements 1n my oifice.

Micst of Zhe night has been spent trying tv gel mure tnformation
abont the Tuzla trip. I had heard that Jamie had set up the Foarward
Oparating Base in Kladanj and the the Coanvey had reached there
relatuvely on time. I had also assumed that it would be hack at
Kladanj in good time (before 180Chers). But swldenty we received a
mestage tnal there was a contact asoul 7 kme Narié of Hlaganj.
Mabady was hurbk, nn shobs were retuarneid,the Tire was possiibly sortar
and smeil arms and Tinaily there uad alse been a trartic accidest
invelving a SCIMITAR. That report ceached us at V94ihrs and we have
heard nuthing else since. Luckaly Andrew Cumming and Hiseljak are
not gething on cur backs about it, but as 1 write I have heard
rothang meee at PEA30hen. There are probably excellent reasons rar
ne commuaicabtion ¢ bthe HF is terrihle - but nonetheless it?’s s5%il1 a
connliderable concera. Bt tract th:y are ¢lrignt toaouwghy [ made sure
the ftear Party Knew 1t too by gebtling Simon F1lliz oo ring thew on
the INMATGHT. Talliing of tnat 1 also rang Cerotine at Schoel on tae
duten IMMARENY - well, today 1s he barithday and . ..bhat the ileoL!
Fraday O November

I had heern fnld hy Matthe Dundas-Whatlev that Colonel)l Ribo had
bean replaced as Cammandee of TNF in Travnik., Matihew anforned me
thal he had fixed up an appoeintment for me te meet the new mar at
O30NRrs. T was tnerc. Thae new Conmander is Ahmeds Kulenovic and his
dpe QFffr i~ Muriz Terxaoe. figgparently libo 1% on Tlecave®. #hmen
Hulonowice 135 wmueh younger and (I bidnk) ox--Jend, Dubbie tranwiated
For me onring the inlerview.

After meeting Ahwed Kulenovie I travelled down to Gornji Valoof te
meel np with lLieutenan®t Gieneral Sir Michael Wilkes, Coumander Uk
Field Army. He was due Lo arrive there at 1300hrs in caompany with
Andrew Cumming. In fact re was abont 45 minuies late hecauze Lhe
cunvay v landrovers had beon neld up hy hiasting aluny tue tracw.

Samon Zliils, Chrls ceyshan and T bogebiner wish Nlishate ule ang
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Mike Healis ygave hir a quick wuriedé, he had lunch wita the Gféicers
and then toaured arvund the Base. We left for Vitez at 141S0hirs:.

In the morning I had arranged for Wilkes o meet with Rhmed
Hulanavie and poassioly Blascik at MR TDF. We were there on time for
1700hrs, but hoth Merdan and Hlascik were there. Wilkes led ELhe
diz-ussions on what was going uwn. Blascik ann Merdan agpreea that
the wain Berbdian War Nam might be Lo split B in halF possibiy
ateng the crozor - Jabtlaonisa Raoad.

in % evening we had a2 dinner aigint in the tonts! It went very
well, I had invited many peaple ~ all} international staff types -
from UNMCR, TICRC, ML Tpt Bmn and Kiseljak., Mdditionally we had
invited membere of the Press - without theie reporting heads on!
The Frenclhh had kindly sent out sonme super winej incluoding some
geujuiais Nouveax willi Larajevo lavels on them! Toe empty bhotiles
viera La<en aa Souvenira.

Daturday a1l Nouveomber

I had not made 1t to bed betore 0300hre this morning and so
ceinsaguently I slept - what litfle time I Hhad ~ well. My head
wasn'4 too had this wmorning and I got up at O63CGhrs. Not only had
Hilkes and his FParty stayed the night, but so ton had Brigadiers
Ruddy Cordy~-Rimpsen and Andrew Cumming. They stumbled anto
oreakfast in %he Lents at avoni 0730hrs.

My plan had ariginaliy been to take Comd F3 Army 1nto the
hills Sountn of Turbe 30 that a=w could see the Battle at clase
quarters. lowever that duess not weem very sensibttle at the mnoment.
There i3 a real possibility that Turbe could rall and then there
would e nothing left belweesn the Serba and Travaid. The peaple of
Travnil know it full wall and are petrified! I dun't blame then.
Nuow {he shelling of Travnik 1s pgetting far more froegquent. lrnntcad
took Wilkes and Cu Lo visit the ZEcihelon Workshop, tnta Vites Lo
UNHCR and The Tdzzeria. Hinally o= addrescseq tne Ufricers 1n Lhe
Bymnasium beforse he teok a guick luaneh literally au e was dashing
of P to see Morillun in Hiseljak., Whilet T wae 10 the UNHUR Ofrice &
was asked 1If I caould see Amnesty International bout what was
fappening; ¥ said 'Yes!' but not just then,

What is happening in Travnik is beginninyg Lo werry me a lat.
Wilkes Had suggested thal potrolling waoe necessary and so that as
whatt 1 will da, WARRIIR patrols will commence tomurirow.

I spent & couple of houwrs in the afternouen cogelies wita Tim
Furshy and Simon £11is construcbing an 0P, After tiat [ zsuecg
Ydraft? 1o coempany commamicrs for any commenls thiey may nave beFora
I finaliase it. I have decided that the company/sguadraon
commitments should be triangular: scort Duties - Extended Arear
Eseuart Puties - Local Area; and Guards and Duties. There wanld e &
LOs, and an AT Pl ond SCIMITAR Tp 4t shoart notice to move.
“In Lthe evening I weds across to the PINFD House and watcheod a

Tilim wn thrir viceo. Unfortunatel v [ cpent moecl of Lhe Ti1im AS.aep.
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Bunday 28 November

It wase the RREC Overseas News which convenced me that ¢ oupht
to yo to Turbe as scon as possaible. The O700heys bulletin Uhis
marmnItg sagygested that Travnik was about to he ful2l wioth refuyees
again and I thought vt niygh time Tihat I actually assessed the
situation 1n Twurbe for myceif. There had tboen much mor-e sheiling in
Travnik than was norwal tioveughoout yeaterday, Anders fevinsarm had
visited me late last night woerrico aboutl it a1l and Cumd Uit Fa3 Army
had suyggestoad that &L coula patraol hroughout my area - provined I
did eo iv WARRIORs or at least GCIMITARs. COS HE BHC ayreed the
plan anid sent me A sighal (o back we up in vase HE BRITFOR did
netb. As T had washed T planned the nperation. T ueciided fo use
Alex Watts and his Stanbdby P11, as well as twe Guoisibars, an
anbulance ano the recwvery vehicles Naturaliy 1 would use ORL
We wera Yo laave ab L93DHrs and thus aim to e in Tuphe aooub 43
minutes later. Mactlan Fargeave end datthew Lunoas Whatlley were to
wara oY thsa wecal HVOD/TDE ak 0930hrs. [ gave wrders out at Gd300rs
and then prepared aysel? for the toip.

I was writing o laetter in my oifice at abont C245hrs when a
tall, strong looking and mountachiced man came an. His name was Tom
Gonbwt and na was 20 RCR., Tam, Ltogether witiv hids Ops UOFFr Androw
Butlers, nad croassed Lhe Sernian/Muslim line 1n kugajyine Jast night.

He-hau spant the might an Kiseljaxw and was going bach later &oday.
We discueses luls of Lthangs ~ particularly wpening up a raute
betwoan ws - maybe via Turbe/Komar. 1 gave lom a letlher to Colonel
Galieg, Serbian Commander in Don)l Vakuf, asking ham to stop using
artitlery an Turhbe and Travaik betfure [ rushed off to go to Turise at
FO3D -

En route to Turbe I wae requested to stop at HG HVD in
Travinilk, lhere I medh Blaocii ageain. He asked me 17¥ 1 couid bring
bavs a couple af dead bodies from furbe; apparently they were both
UNPRAFOR acecrodized ance. I said I would do my best and wenkt an to
Turae with the Cuolumn, There were no probilems durvng the route and
gquite yuickly we were in the centre of Turbe. I had ordered
avaryung under cover for the move in and Kepd that order in place ao
Olivier de Bavinahaerd (L from COS HA BHEC)Y, the RSM, Miok Stanustfield
and T debasced. Going antns the Headguarters we noticed a dead
(Yerbian) soldier lying in a farm cart. Tw starbt with [ thought
this was one of Lthe btrodies -~ bbb 7 was wWeonyg.

ITnside a4 smoke-villed roocm I met Sulejman Lekuw, Commander of
Turbe. He had bheen a toacher untii & year ayn. Sulegman tola me
that there was only one Command Fost in Turbe. Oney 2% of the
Fighters an Yurbe were [U0D.  We were about 400500 metres from the
froatlines., He bad 10O dead fwany still lyiny 1n No-Man's Land) and
fe g nat thini it would ke *politic® to take bacio HUD dead, s
thin migh%t causs Crouisle Fur Muslin/Croat relations 1 agrcea not ©e
4o 1t 1t wae « fairiy chaolze mezting but worthwhiie as 1 gatned
the deubinet luwpression that thnere was still 1i1Fe in the defence uf
Tirkeo Thiece I fater reparten 0 Brigadicr Radady Cordy- Simpson.

There was quite a lot of artillery and suwall arms Tire taliing
place a6 we arrxved and dJduring my time in the CGoanmand Moat. Buk the
shetls landed no claser bhan 350 wetres away and no small

arms Fire
seered to be direchted at ws exclusively.

Whilet talking to Su? jeman
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another alder man juined ws. Thie wae finte Prkacin, a Generral on
the HUD/TDF Caunceil. Prkacin is a Cruat but he seems ta have
tremenduous Jinke ta the Muslime tuc.

The journey back was not a problem. I stopgped wff in Travnik
to orief RBlascak on wmy lack of success over the bodiece. Frkacin
Juined us and Rlascik undersbtood. Interestingly enough Kordich was
the~e too. He yreeled me well. FERefore leaving Traveirk I gave flex
Watks instructions Ln stay there until 1720hrs as many are starting
to say thnat the oombis da not land when we are there. T inltend to
patral Turbe regularly from now wun - at least in gaylayht!

I braeted RBrigjagier Roddy Cordy-Himpson on Lhe vulcuome orf the
trip over the INMARSGAT. In shaort I thought the Tall of Turbe was
not imminent, there were about 400-%500 TIF soldiers there, and
approximately 200 (ivilians, There was not 4 refugee problem
as tar as I rould see. When I spode to Tom Geburt yesterday he
told me that he Jdig not think the HDertians had any intention to
take Travnibky in tact he suygestend they would be content with what
they have ap Lo Turbe.  ['m not 30 sure of that and think they will
want Turte al Ircast. 111 will no doubt be rcevealed 1n time.

Munday 23 Mavenbter

fhlara?, our lupal HUD-owned ygun is now Yspeakiny® up to 10
times a Jay. She 15 situated in a guarry abasut 1500 metres from
Cam» Viter. Sometimes the whole place shakes during firing., What
worries me is the scemingly inevitaole counter—baltery fire! We
think'Norat 1s wsually aiming at tne Serbian artillery i:n the area
af Tlajenil,

I 0ave nuw placed a guard on the UNHCOR Depot 1n response to a
request made by Anders lLevinsen. He was particularly warried about
another HVUD-ocwned gun which is relatively close to the Depot. When
tallcing to Blascik yesterday I wentioned it and asked him, when the
tactical situataion allowed, For the gun to be moved further away
from tive Depot. Under the circumstances - HVO/TDF being 39 presses
- I di1dn*t ge in Hard on tie mattery, but I simply mentrioned 1t sao
as ko register tive point.

It seemeg we may coon have some helicopters. CGCommandeor Johin
Band and some SUEAKING pilets bave arrived to recce landing sites.
I 5l Jahn that I thought CASEVAC was about the only reasan X
counld see For helivopters ta fly in the area. After that, it they
ar?2 sarsous, I o wordd liwe to see them carry R & R pax to and f1am
Split. It new scewrs we are gaing to get 13 Jdays R & N with the
first and last day: orf Lhe pactaye being the ilight d«te to and
fram our Jdeostinatinns.

Thie arfternwon Clive Newedll turned up. Fle 13 findrew
Cumming®s Civil Affairs Advisor and I spent some time with him
explaining *the situatriorn here. Rdditionally the ICRE arrived -lad
by Yves Mauron. Yves invited me ¥n have dinner with haim in Zenica
Tomtpht and I was at the TORC Office by 1820Krs. Demrvs, Miche! and
Liaire wore present witn oth Yves and myseif. We went to Yves
teuse which he -haresz with Michel. It was clece 1o the Stadium in
Zenina. voraturaed ralatively early at R300ars - plieited up by WO &
Lawsoa i My Janovover.
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Tuesday &4 Mavember

Thie morning I decided that ot wawu time to o to Kiseljal
again, 1 wanted to speak to Roeddy Cordy-Simpson aboub the
possibility ot geinyg hard for the route toa Tuxla directly Narth from
Sarajeve. Don Steele, the outywiny BRITFOR Bignals O¢ficer,
followed me there. We letTt at 0BOONrs, I hao to waiv awhile befare
I saw Rouddy as he was in a mzeting. He agrecd with me {hat we
should try up the main road and I euggested that we do a detailed
recece tomorrrow and have an attempt at wdrivinyg up the route on
thurcday . UWe also discussed the forthecoming viesirt of CBS and Roddy
sugested Ehat WARRIORs drive (S arocund Sarajeva. On my return I
passed all that to Nndrew Dumming for clearinyg with Landany later T
wis Lold "no praotlems? - oxcopt Lhat going into Barajeva was a vne
LI

During the alfternaon [ saw finders Levinsen anu zpent an nour
9ir o in HER HYD tallking tw Mario?e 2IC abont rumours that we had
either Yopiled! HVUD guns or blocked off their tanks. In the evening
fAnders and 1 appeared on TV Vites tngether o stakte what we were
duing from both of cur perspeclives.

fad a gquiet night afler dinners a few dirrinks wn the Mess and
then tu bed. Feter Armand of The Daily Teleyraph was ithere and
asuz2d if he could fullaw me around towmorrow.

itz funny how the Ormy can yel bthinygs sco wireng. CGurrently
the Llockers they tave sent to stors2 our clothes i1in are staticonary
anes.  That links o the fart that all our beds are single not hank
badz. The latest 'hip? phrase is *BIF*; a Bosnian Induced Fuck-up!
Marlapn such things are part of that!

Wedaesday 3% Movenber

“eter Armand Jid Follow me around Chroaghoul the say starting
froa breakTast. Me swvomed alright, tut 711 reserve judyement until
I sae what he has writien.

Teday I intendoed to go to Maylaj — with WARRIOR. Jamie Sape
and Andrew MacDaonald teld me that [ woeuld bring down the tww beoages
that are uved an the slip-track around the village of Selece. b}
aceaptnd their judgewent but s%till said I would try anyway. En
~oulbe I cailed in Lo see the 1CREC as they wanted to Hnow detalis of
a Sarbian nelicopter that wight or might net have crazned 1n the
area same & monthes apgo.

T took with we my WARRIOR, & SPARTAN, an PV 48, Llwo
SCIMITARs, my landraver and a Recovery Yehicle, Q% the bridges I
tows ane look and decided that I waeuld try 1t. It worked anag so {
Arave straight inte Maglaj - only staopoing to leave the suofi
sKinnerd vehiclies behind., We positioned our vehaicles around the
Joins HQ and met liersog Sulja i1nside.

Sulja leid mi that yesterday there was very Tierce artiliery
strikzs in Nove Sehoer. A youny girl had peen very badly hurt. N
tan< rad becen capfurcd T 551 ano another deatlroyed. FiInl1s was on
the Front., They had been re -equipped with *IFAGGOT* (FT 187). He
was pleased as people were Feturning te the OLd Town hows abrewd. 500
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so far he maintained (questicnatile'). The Eront had been pushed a
bit rurther away from the town and inm sum things were a iitttle
better. M helicopter had teen btroughl duwn in the Tescanj area. I
reported this a0 the TCRC on my return.

Ruyzin the IORE have inviteo me out Tour Dianer. Si1lly of me
not tios accept under the circumstances and so I have.

Thurseday 26 November

Enver Hauxihasanovic, BiH 3rd Corps Commander bSaned 160 Zenica,
had requested me to meet him at 0870hrs. Simon Ell1s had arranged
the meeting Lo be in Uamp Vites anyt so by tnat time 1 wes warting
outeide Yor nim. Tin o was 2ang on time and I Eoo bim up to the Mese
for Ythe mmeting., Whi:st we talkeo he was gliven the option of coafree
and whiskey; he gSeel hobh ~ as dLd J. It was really just an
intraductory meeting and so § invited him te join us for dinner noexl
weell,

Impedirately fullawing on from that 1 had promised to Brief the
Mrass in the B OINFO Centre and wo I rushed arocund thore in my
landraover. T did 30 and then rushed back bevause dalje Saninovik,
merla’s Father, wai warting for me. Nobody in their right ming
wonid want to heep Lhat sort oF manm waiting vor long, He just
wankel Lo see wne. Apark from ygeaeraiikbias he repeated the
accdsation that General MacKenzie had slept with underage girle;s
I rather truculantly (and hravely!’ repnsted that parianally T waould
prefer mverage anes myscelf!

Tim Park bhad left earlier to set up our possilile aperation in
he Visuke area. I departved at about 1030hrs to join hanm, Tim wWas
til1l negotiating with the local commander (Hadir Jus:ic - TDF) when

irriverd and 30 thaere was i shord Jdelay. Then Tim rame and ot me
anag we went inte Visoko tn meet ham. Tim hao 1n facl tried to go
acraoss %o the Serd side ami had met two Serbs -~ but there was no
chance that we could go further as there was a huge great ditch
thare and wmany wines. Kadir advised us tv try guing South fron
Breza,

L2

e

We were guirded around to Brezma by a Bif gutde and tried o
strike South to Tiijas - again acrwuss Lhe Lines. HBy Modlugovy we
encusuntered the ena oV the HBHill pocivions bub Lry an we couwld qetb-er
Martin Thowas nor [ coula get the posivions commonder Lo move qis
rivee., He insisted on orders from his Commander anmd I eventually
gaid T would go and seek him out. fAs I walked bavk wp The lines of
WRRRTOR: some shaoling and shelliny was starting. [t the
Headgarters in Prera I was ingide waiting tn see the incal Commander
iwhuo never lturned up) when Ot was attacked by an TP-7 ar some winer
Minad wf rceket. Nobedy saw where % came frowm buat o8 injura2d a
young girl - who wa., rusaed of ¢ widn a smalil Tlesh wound, Hs 15 was
soviaously I wis being shtadowallea, and anxiowi to get on, I decided
to go oup e Vares.,

Martin Thomas turned hioe colwan arcund (Tin had returned Lo
Witez) and we weant Morikh as the light faded. In Yarves we faound the
logad HAQ MVQ and they rather decently put some of us e whalot the
athers camped vutside their noitel at Monrkeoa. Kate

dre was still
W1tTH WS and war aliacated a bedpadu. I sharsd mine

will Macrtin

00189854

Ly



148|

Thuemas - excepl taal Martin’s bed was occupied by an (VO =oldier
tefore he ot into it, and sn bhe slept on the fluoor,

Fridaev 07 Noavember

I had an wltra~-sweect cup of tea for breakfast in the hotel. A
UBRE. and Jamie Sage turned up at 0A30hrs. We took them 1n train Far
refuelling ano route recce purposec. Tudor £llis tried one route to
Qlavo whilwt we tried another Jue East. i rcounte wan esentually
stopped by a very tiad bridge - 2o Leo was Tuoor's., I turned the
celumn arcund and we went high nver the wonntains from Brao to
Mizanaovici, Ligatici and Solun. That worked although it was long,
hilly and tortnous. But the bridyge at Grid 42902 was almpost
impoesitle - ik tuo narroa. The solution was to mount WHRRIUR on
una of the guide rails with one track whilst tha other stayed on the
Flocr. Difficult sas at Tiret Jdanyerauc byt it worksa. We then
sk the road into Olava,

Wee uad achoeved quite a Tot already as nuw 1 knew we could get
to Glove via Yares., 0Olove was obviouwsly a tawn at war with shelling
vary much in evidence. But there was no shelling whern we enter e
it. En route we had alwmest pushed & Mercedes Car off the road; the
driver refused bto move it. It came as a considerallle surprise for
me then to discaver that Fadil Karienc i¢'s ilriver was also the [DF
Coammander 1n 0132w, Martin Thomas pgasped 11 out when we saw hia!l
i mave all himds of spathing noises and T think ive was mollified.
However he did noet thinik we cowld/zhould try geing mirectiy up the
road Yo Kladanj. He affered Lo guide us toe Kladany aver the
mountaine hut when it hecame abviows that was our wraginal route we
dismivssed the guide.

This route tuok ue from the Bridge at [Orid 030960 to
Milankevicl and Brataeljevini to Hladanj. But the [Brisdge was our
first concerns Jamie had told me 31t would noel hoeld WARRIOKS. 1n
the event I yambled an it and aver we went. We Jdi1d thzs same over
atoat Len wore bridges en route. The rough rule of thumb wasg five
fross baams - Nema 2proablamal We aiso got througn pobin tunnels ang
mada it (o Kladan)y with a platten of WARRIORe and <Ay Martin having
linea sent hack by ne.

-1

B Sgn 97130 wae in a small factory in Kladanj. I¢ waan®t veary
nise nuk it was adoguate. I spent very little time fthere Lefurs
gorng off to Tuzia wiith Rlan Abraham. As 1€ wae atter tast lighs we
rreded the wmain road and Jdid 50 wikhoent any lights at all - dodgy!
Bob Hyan and Mark Caoaper weee an Hotel Tuzla - ango thal?s wiere we
stayad You, Despite all tie build-up Ryan’s interprever was notb
half a« pretty as suggested! I had dinner with mewbers of the ©OMAL

Saturday &8 Movember

It was really nice to spend the nighl in a proper bed having
had a decent batih First. After brealkkfast Bobk Ryan btook ma to meot
Hazim Gacic (L0 HiH dng Corps).  Apparently Lhe Lowmander Zeliwka
Knez was away. T had a long enat withh him uzaieg Ryan's

g irterpreter
and then headed hack to Mote) Tuwla far a TV

intervaew.

L was in a hurey %o get baci as I had oseen away For too Long
and sa we lefl Tuzla at 104Shrya, yaused briefly at Kladany amsg Lhen

f
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drove back. En route I passed OR with the REM and *Vany? Lawsan,
Tamie Sayge hod smashed his FY 432 .inte an approaching lorry -
whiist he was driving it. Eoth Jamie and ORQ were waiting tor the
Pelice. The whale journey touk 4hrs 30mine which [T thought was
ritiiant. I came back ttrough Vacres and Breza.

Travoelling wu landruevers wa. Var quacker and makes Hladan;
alpunt acceuasible Tor o vasitl., My trap had allowed me to aswess
whethear %ladanj should stay as a base; [ decided i% would, 1in
add: ticn T left Tudor Eliis’® #latoon up there with Alan Akratiam, 1
Wwas a little disappouniuod with the UNMHCR effuort in Tuzlaj their
wue—called wacrehouee is actually used by the HiH Army.

1 had 3 1ot of work ta cateh up on wien [ ot bacie -
@apucialiy anzworing leiters.

Gunday 29 Nouvenbar

Tt was time I viesited Cornyi Vakuf and a few chance remarks iy
COM Atherton last niyht at the O Gp were the catalyst Ffor 1t. e
Sad Implied that B Coy were “"forgoetten”. 7Thue I letft with "he OM
and AGHM at OB80Qhrs. We arrived in yood tiwme an huour later and [
trures arcund lne Base. It was Taarly obvioue Lo me {thal B Loy were
unidarwoerked armd 2o I odecided to ruvise the degloyment plan —~ not
wmacciateoly perhaps bl in the futuwre al any rate. Hicstarr
apoloygisesd arctfasely for CHM Atherton wham b2 watd wias acting
entirely ungulided by him,

Nfter returning I tad a quick visit to the FPOL Farm and then
on btn UNMCR in Ytteaz. There I spoke to Anders lLevinsen aboukt Lhe
pussithitity of there being an official UNHCR Warehouse and O1fxce an
Tuzia. £ would attacihh Bab Ryan and Mark Coowner to 3% if Sthore were.
A. things stand we are taking aid up Lo Tuzla and the Birt Army is
gistriouting e Tor us!

Q¢ 14a00hrs I had & Feacsibiility Stuay Meevang wilsn company
ramrandaers. I suyggested that Tuxla shauld become a corpany hase
wity an autstation an Hledany. fBarnyi Vakaf wmight hecrme an
aFfsuvnt of Yitusr., Sverynne liked that idea, but [ warned it wmay
tak» wome tise 1o cowplete poepetlally.an 1€ was depennent on the
winter, cridges and tne Saros/Muslims. Jamie Gage's: ooys are aLoiny
anwsther recce un tiie hurrdyge . to Fipcan) todaey.

Andrew Cumming visited today. e s wilh us for ihe next Touw
days 1nciuding OGRS visit. We diLcussed lowvs of Lhings but aot the
latest PFross offerings which were aboul Whiteball's concern over wme

”

3
an a personality entt figure I'm pleasend to ay.
Monday 30 Novewmbar

The day started with me taking Braogadier Andrew Cumming to

Maglaj 1 my WARRTOR. Anderew MacDonaid had to do a seces of the
place Sow anc =0 it made szente for ne ta comosne Lae <rip.  we

moutored neg cnere wich no problem sharting at QOB0ONr:E Wna were trare
Ly 293Car . I Lanie Anarow Cumaaang osirectly intc tne Jeant =l oaaa wae
met with MHeraocog. T ygave himw a bottle of Whiskey., Mauylaj ts wvery
much mare peaceful than at any Yime hefoare and all ! heard

a

wae bt
ancasinnal souwnd o small arm: from behind the R1LL 0 ity Fack.

4
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We came back at luncntise a
Andred Cumcing went of7 with tho
s

t -y L
there was a contact in so Tar 35 on2 $82tien was oNDayes by AT
fartars aaiking some saall upression on Cooesldn Sraduee.
Wednesday 2 Decembar .

Yecterday CGS came to Vite:x He was accoapanies ny Colaonel
Austin Thoerge (Col MO 3), Sat sttan Roborts (MA) and Andrew Cumaing.
O0a arrival at 1500hrs he was brierfed :in the new Ops Ra Setup and
thareatfter I took hism For a tour of Travnik and Yitez. After o
short stop Tor tea in the Mezs I thercadisr ook nix on a tour oF
Camp Vitez. CGS stayed in The Cokgany LConmanders House and that was
Waers I oropped hia of P &t 1Y506rs.

<t
.~ *“¥

later we went o the WOs and Sgts Mas:

or drinks before we

3 r
nad anothe r,’Up the WKhyber® Stylée Dinner Might. This time I invited
the lacal HY0O aad TOF caeurmanders. Also this time Lhe piper (LCpl
Ceary) was akle to play and I had to drink the toast in one and
slace cthe £iass ups 1d~ down on the tray artsrwards! 1 cannoeg
r2R2ubizr going fo ded bul 1 war aworen oty David Sherlock in sim2 fo
g wiltih 8385 to Gornji Vakut at OGS9nrs. C03 eventuaily left Garngdi
Yaku? at 10004rs. The visit seemed very succossful and CBS la27% in
wory gocd heart, Hé tald we that ceveryvoena iad aosalute trust 1n me
and I was not to NUPPI atnut what the pazers wers sayving.

In tihe afternaen T staved araund tihe Easo Tor sost of the
“ime2. My fhead stili hurts now - too auch dahisikey last nignt!
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Thursday 3 December

1 had intended to go to Xiseljak today but first thing this
morning the Duty Watchkeeper informed me that Lt Col Mike Cornwall
and a party of staff officers from Kiseljak were going to visit
here. 1In consequence 1 decided to stay put here. Mike was here by
0900hrs and we gave him a standard brief. Thereafter I decided to
take the party to Turbe.

By, 1100hrs the Standby Platoon, 0A and 22B were ready to go
with a party of 8 staff officers enclosed within. Just as we were
leaving Camp Vitez along the main road Alex Watts’ vehicle
.discharged a round - 30mm HE. I thought it was a backfire to start
with but it soon became clear that the gun had fired. CSM Lawson
checked the weapon and during the unload it fired again. Thankfully
thé gun;was elevated for the second occasion as it would probably
have' hi® the back of my veéhicle. As it was I was standing directly
underneath the gun when it went off for the second time. I returned
Alex Watts and his platoon to Camp Vitez and ordered that proper
procedures should now be followed.

0A and 22B went on into Turbe on their own with me leading.
We drove into the centre of Turbe and found it to be relatively
quiet - even having some people on the streets. But just as I was
announcing this on the radio some incoming artillexy began. A
number of mortar bombs and a few artillery ones landed nearby - one
very close to 22B. We returned after about 30 minutes in Turbe.

On my return I discovered that there had been a couple of
shooting incidents close to camp. In the first an HVO truck had
passed by the Camp and a soldier in the back had loosed off about 10
rounds over the School. 1In the second a civilian aid convoy had
been shot up close to the garage. After lunch I decided I would go
and let the HVO know about both incidents - as well as the
accidental firing. I couldn’t find Mario Cerkoz but remembered he
was due to move to Novi Travnik when I last saw him. And so I drove
(with Mike Cornwall and an interpreter called Suzanne) to the Cafe
Grand in Novi Travnik. There I found Mario who was apparently
pleased to see me. I met his new commander - Mario is now the 21IC
of the Vitez\Novi Travnik Brigade. W#We drank slivovitz and then I
returned back to Vitez Camp.

Tonight was the last evening that Andrew Venus is with me. He
returns to UK tomorrow. Therefore.I invited him to join me for
dinner in Zenica. He drove and we took the PINFO landrover.

A soldier out running from HQ BHC was kidnapped today. HQ BHC
reckoned it was the HVO. I supposed it was rather a compliment for
them to ask us to help them recover the soldier - because of our
local contacts with the HVO. Matthew Dundas-Whatley and Martin
Forgrave went to see Kordich. He was most complimentary about the
Dinner Night and a few hours later the Danish soldier was released.
HQ BHC put' it down to us.

Fridéy 4 December
I waited before going out today because I had promised Kate

Adie that I would be around to say goodbye. Both she and Martin
Bell, who is succeeding her, arrived for coffee. Kate was in a very
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good mood; Martin Bell was whimsical! After they had gone I
briefed Clive Newell (and Peter Black) - both Civilian Advisors - on
the situation.

At about 1130hrs I went to Kiseljak because I wanted to check
out whether HQ BHC really had contacted the Serbs about the Tuzla
Convoy coming in from Belgrade. It was clear that this might not
have happened and so I was not particularly happy about Alan
Abraham’'s operation tomorrow.

In the evening I managed to speak to Alan. I told him that I
was not convinced that all the appropriate people had been spoken to

.or that the ECMM officer on the Serb side would be in place. Alan

said that from 'his local contact with the ECMM he would have
communications with the convoy and that an ECMM officer would be
travelling with it from Belgrade. Under those circumstances I said
I was content for him to make the decision as to what should be
dorie. I told him that I would keep well off his back but would like
to be informed when he felt it appropriate. I wished him luck in
going across the Lines towards Biijelina. -

After dinner I fell asleep watching @ film of the Kray
Brothers on the Mess Video.

Saturday 5 December

‘As I suspected there was a problem over the Belgrade - Tuzla
Convoy. When I awoke this morning Alan Abraham contacted me by
telephone from Hotel Tuzla. It was a bad line but essentially he
said that he had heard (from ECCM) that the entry point was no
longexr where we had planned but much further to the Noxth.
Apparently UNHCR, ECMM and the HQ BHC LO in Belgrade had changed all
this without informing HQ BHC. To be honest I'm sure that they are
doing their best but it is terribly frustrating. I told Alan that
he was not to deploy to the North without further ordexs but that he
had carte blanche otherwise. He could go to the original RV if he
wished to do so. ‘

Tim Park has gone up to Tuzla to have a look around this
morning. We are thinking about putting a Company Group into the
area and Alan is already looking at the Airport as a possible
Coordinating Centre with immediate effect.

Whilst sitting in the Mess at Coffee this morning we started
dicussing how we might.counter being threatened by mortars. After
all, twice now, there have been deliberately targetted attacks
against our patrols into Turbe. And as well as that 5 mortar rounds
this morning landed amongst the PINFO convoy heading north from
Kladanj. Having thought it through it seemed that we could probably
engage the mortar base plate to the North of Turbe. Tim Furphy, Ops
Offr 2, had seen the mortars firing at us. What we need to do is
set the Serb;an mortars up; when they fire next time we should be in
a superb pos;tlon to reply with our own six mortars which would be
in position for precisely that purpose. However there are a few
problems. To start with UN authority to even deploy mortars is
vested only in the Force Commander -~ presumably General Morillon.
After that, of course, national rules allow us to deploy mortars but
not necessarily to fire them. As we are at the edge of the mandate
anyway it seemed to me unlikely that I would get authority to do
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anything like a mortar ambush. However it seemed to me a little bit
of fun to feed the request into the system - just to try things out!
There are a few factors which complicate it for those that will loo}
at the problem higher up than me. To start with they could order me
not to go into Turbe but that is a bit wet. On the other hand, if 1
do go into Turbe and they deny me the right to use mortars then they
tie my hands effectively. After all someone might die because the
Serbjan mortarmen continue to fire at us unchastened by any
response. For my part I could point out that I had asked for
authority to use mortars ~ and it had been denied ~ ergo the Serbs
got away with it, and continued to do so until they had achieved a
kill. It would not be an easy problem for the Staff to solve and

. rather unfairly I took a certain amount of satisfaction is putting

the matter npwards. I referred the matter first to HQ BRITFOR and
thereafter to HQ BHC. .

* I the evening I went out to have dinner with Merdan, 2IC HQ
3rd BiH Army, in Zenica. By 2000hrs I was at The Metallurgical
Hotel and there I met Merdan and his interpreter, a girl called
Leila. We had a drink at the Hotel and thereafter went to the Cafe
Horse. There we saw members of ICRC at another table - including
Claire and Jean-Michel. . During dinner there was a BiH Military
Police visit and Merdan had to help the ICRC personnel out. Merdan
told me that he had lost 480 soldiers under his command since the
war started. On the subject of a possible ‘stitch~up‘ between the
Serbs and Croats -iputiing the Muslims out in the cold, he was
coldly angry, remarking that if that happened there would be a World
War. Leila did all the translating but she got progressively tired.
At about 2315hrs Merdan drove me back to the Metallurgical Hotel
where I spent the night.

Sunday 6 December

W02 Lawson and LCpl Gill picked me up from the Hotel at
0830hrs and we travelled back to Vitez. Immediately I summoned Sgt
Connolly to debrief on what had been said between Merdan and myself
the night before.

Today is important as it is the tenth anniversary of the
Ballykelly Bomb. We had a short and slightly moving Memorial
Service at 1100hrs. Not only were the names of those killed read
out -but the Last Post was also sounded. I had ordered that no Press
were to be present and so it was.

This afternoon at 1528hrs Alan Abraham managed to cross
Serbian lines with 3 Pl (Tudor Ellis) leading. I'm not quite sure
of all the details but it appears that B Sgn 9/12L encountered
mortar and small arms fire as they did so. The Squadron drove on
until it encountered the Serbs. Alan had given orders that if
attacked, and targets could be identified, then fire could be
returned. The important thing is that the Line was crossed by us.
Eventually the Belgian Transport Company was met and they are
spending the night in Serbian territory before returning to Tuzla.
I'm thrilled to bits about it all.
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Apart from that excitement today Paul Scott of Bovis turned
up. He apologised for not putting his camp here and suggested
(again) that we might have two Landcruisers when they go. Orlando
Fraser, who has started the Bosnian Winter Appeal, is also staying
with us. I invited members of ICRC to have dinner with us to make
up a small party.

Monday 7 December -

The day started fairly early as I decided that I wanted to go
to Tescanj. Matthew Dundas-Whatley had made some arrangements as
the LO with that area as his responsibility and so he went on ahead.

I travelled with OA and my landrover. We drove North of Zepce and

" then crossed to Novi Seher where we met up with Matthew. At that

point I abandonned the WARRIOR and drove into town with the
landrover. The TDF Commander in Novi Seher is Lt Col Ivitea Jozic;
strangely enough he is a Croat serving with the Muslims. He was
also a former Jugoslav Navy Officer, speaks good English and is a
whiz kid on satellite navigation. He commands the whole area and
told me that an offensive was taking place as we spoke. That was
Certainly true; some round came into the town whilst we were there!
But I think he meant that his soldiers were mounting an offensive.
He also mentioned that a few days ago the Serbs had captured two of
his soldiers, flayed their skins and then beheaded them!

From Novi Seher we travelled on to Tescanj. The track was
certainly possible for WARRIOR - despite what I had been told. 1In
the Town Hall of Tescanj I met Clanjak Muhamed, the Mayor, and also
representatives of the towns of Dobroj and Teslic - both of which
had been captured by the Serbs. I took part in a TV interview.
Thereafter Matthew took me on to visit 110 (Usura) Brigade which is
the (gquite famous) HVO Brigade that fronts up to the Serbs just
South of Dobroj. Initially we met with the Deputy Commmander, Jelec
Anto, but after a while the Commander arrived. He seemed about 24
vears old. I returned south to meet the overall Muslim Commander,
whose name I did not note, in Tescanj. Thereafter we travelled back
to Vitez by 1730hrs.

The really good news is that Alison has had twin girls, Emily
and Sophie! I am thrilled to bits for both her and Nigel. Lizzie
passed a message to Joe Edmonds who telephoned Richard Waltier here.
I wrote immediately to congratulate them both.

Tuesday 8 December oL

Today The Secretary of State for Defence, Malcolm Rifkind,
visited. I left Vitez wityh my WARRIOR and landrover at 1115hrs
taking Tim Furphy, Simon Ellis and Chris Leyshon (the Briefers) with
me. We made good progress towards Gornji Vakuf until we met a work
party blasting the road and there we were stopped in our ‘tracks’.
After a whiule and in order to get to Gronjl Vakuf in time I
abandonned the vehicles and walked over the rockfall. Meanwhile
Alistair Rule sent his landrover to pick me up. I made it on time
and the WARRIOR and original landrover followed on.
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The following people were with The Secretary of State:

Alastair Goodlad MP, Min of State FCO

Henry Bellingham MP, PPS to S of S

John Pitt-Brooke, PS/S of S

Ms Gill Samuel, Press Sec and Hd of Info MOD
Bill Reeves, AUS (C)

Brig David Jenkins, DMO

Maj Bill Cubitt, MA 2 CGS

B;ig Andrew Cumming, COMBRITFOR

Over lunch in Gornji Vakuf, we briefed S of S with a package

‘'of Int, Concept and Ops. Thereafter took a quick tour axound the

base before getting into my WARRIOR for the trip to Vitez. The
Press were all over the place - but I reckon this pleased S of S;
especiafly when he was filmed in the WARRIOR. I like the man and
think he’s good news. En route to Vitez I heard on the radio that a
caxr from the.International Rescue Committee (linked to UNHCR) had
been struck by fire in Visoko. We sent the Standby Pldatoon to pull
them out; which they did. Twent rounds had struck the car.

Once herxre we showed Malcolm Rifkind the Ops Rm and Int Cell -
to warm ourselves up as much as anything else as it was freezing in
the turret - before he gave a Press Conference in the Gymnasium.
After tea in the Mess S of S toured the Camp. Meanwhile General
Nambia arrived, having crossed the lines at Bugjorno with Tom Geburt
the Canadian Battalion’s CO. Nambia and Rifkind chatted to each
other in the Officers Mess for about 30 minutes.

By 1900hrs we were in the WOs and Sgts Mess for drinks. It
was a pleasant evening after that. A ‘Top Table’ Dinner (Field
Officers) was held in the Mess and most people went to bed
pleasantly mellow!

Wednesday 9 December

I had to wake early at 0600hrs in order to have breakfast with
S of S and then see him off after that. Malcolm Rifkind was up on
time and away shortly after 0700hrs having stated that it had been a
thoroughly worthwhile trip for him.

I did little for most of the morning until I decided to take
Richard Waltier, the RSM and-W0O-2 Lawson into Zenica. We had a
couple of drinks at The Horse Cafe before returning to Vitez. En
route we distributed lots of sweets and chocolates to kids. Save
The Children have given us lots of goodies as we are probably in a
better position to distribute them then they are.

At the moment I am running into two problems. Flxrstly the
British seem to allow me to consider the use of mortars and MILAN
whilst the UN does not. Roddy Cordy-Simpson was not pleased to see
MILAN being deployed on TV last night; that was for Alan Abraham’s
line crossing operation. Secondly I am unhappy about the prospect
of a Dutch/Belgian officer commanding such line crossing operations
- in accordance with the HQ BHC SOP. I decided to go to Kiseljak
and thrash it out as the next convoy runs on saturday. Having had
an interview with The Washington Post and The News of the World
WO 2 Lawson took me to Kiseljak where I discussed the matter with
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Mike Cornwall. We decided to revisit the matter when I returned fos
an ICRC meeting with Roddy Cordy-Simpgson on friday.

Thursday 10 December

This morning I learnt that the house we were to takeover as
the Officers Mess is no longer available for that purpose. I was
hardly pleased having waited so long just for that and was rather
shirty with Mike Winstanley about it all. I ordered that the second
house - ground floor - was to be converted by 1B00hrs.

As I was doing all that Doug Houston turned up and X spent
some time with him and some other Overseas Development Agency types.
After that it seems I may be able to get my hands on some Bovis
Landrofer Discoveries and some ‘buckshie’ accommodation which needs
to‘come from Mechovich, South of Mostar. Doug Houston invited me
to have dinner with him in The Horse Cafe during the evening. This
I did. -

Friday 11 December

I spent the night in the Metallurgical Hotel before bheing
picked up by WO 2 Lawson and being driven to Kiseljak. There I had
a2 meeting with Brigadier Roddy Cordy-Simpson and Jean de Courten,
Director. of Operations International Committee of the Red Cross. We
discussed how to tackle the problem of displaced persons. It seems
that ICRC‘’s policy is that they should remain in their home
locations and aid must be taken to them. This accords with UNHCR'’s
own approach. Additionally we discussed the possible escorting of
detainees from various places in Central Bosnia to safety. The

first time we are due to do such a task will be next monday.

After de Courten had left for Split I discussed the two
matters I had given to Kiseljak the evening before last. On mortars
and MILAN we are not allowed to even take them out of Camp
apparently, and on C2 with regard to convoys we reached a
satisfactory solution whereby the Escort Commander commands from the
moment documentation is complete to passage complete over the lines
of conflict.

Doug Houston had promised me the Landrover Discovery -
provided I recovered it from-Sarajevo Airport. Richard Rochester
went to get it for me today ~ travelling in with the armoured escort
from Kiseljak. Unfortunately he did not have a UN ldentity Card and
was stuck there for some hours until we got one to him. But by the
early evening I had recovered the Landrover Discovery.

Prior to lunch I visited the Fuel Farm (appallingly muddy) and
then the Garage. I took lunch in the tent at Vitez before going
back to The International Hotel in Zenica to try and find Paul Scott
from Bovis. He wasn’t there, but Patrick Russell was. We drank
slivovitz together and then I went to the ICRC to get plans for the
detainee release next monday. Whilst I was in the building WO 2
Lawson distributed chocolate to the local kids - it almost caused a
riot.

Andrew Cumming turned up in the early evening. He had
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discussed the use of mortars with Kiseljak and suggested that there
would be a loosening of the conditions shortly. We shall see.

The ‘Captains House’ held a very good party during the
evening. They did very well to get so many local girls to come. I
went along for a while. When I got back to the Office I received
the Regimental Christmas Card from Prince Charles. It was rather
nice to get it. -

Saturday 12 December

Whilst B Sgn 9/12L once again went across the Lines to the

.West of Tuzla, and did so successfully, those of us in Vitez went to

the Rugby Match. We were playing Zenica Rugby Club in the main
stadium in town. and what an occasion it turned out to be.

) T left Vitez just after 1000hrs in my newly acquired Landrover
Discovery - having cleaned {t thoroughly again. At the Stadium I
met the whole range of dignatories, from Town Director_to Corps
Commander. We sat and waited whilst the Band played in the centre
of the Stadium. Just before the match The Corps Commander and I
went down and shook hands with the team. Having climbed back to the
VIP Box the European and British National Anthems were played and
the game got under way.

To everyone'‘is surprise the teams were fairly well matched.
We thought we were going to be wiped all over the floor as many of
the Zenica Team had been withdrawn from The Front in order to play.
In the end the final result was a loss: they scored 17 points whilst
we took 1l6. Honours were about even and everyone was very well
pPleased. That was exactly the sort of result I wanted.

In The International Hotel afterwards we had a superb party.
The Band played exceptionally well - rugby tunes and christmas ones
as well. The Drums did a display which was terribly impressive and
everyone was most relaxed. The affair ended with speeches and
presentations at about 1730hrs. '

I returned to Vitez changed out of the suit I had been
wearing and went back for dinner with a group from the ICRC
including Jean-Paul Corboz, the ICRC Delegate in Tuzla. I have
heard very good things about him. I was picked up from Zenica very
late - having spent the latter half of the evening with Radio Zenica
at the top of The Metallurgical "Hotel.

Sunday 13 December

I was fairly shattered in the morning and so had a little bit
gf a lie-in until 0800hrs. Thereafter I didn’t do too much for most
of the morning except that I inspected and approved the new Officers
Mess. It is in a former discotheque at the entrance to Camp. Now
all I need is a decent bedroom as I cannot really stay in my office
for very much longer. :

At 133Chxrs I left Vitez to go and watch the football between
the Battalion and a local side between Novi Travnik and Travnik.
Like yesterday they really pushed the boat out - including a group
in the interval!
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Paddy Ashdown, Leader of The Liberal Democrats, arrived at
1730hrs. We briefed him in a standard way and then took him to the
WOs and Sgts Mess for drinks. Thereafter we had supper in the tent
- nothing too special as he did not want it that way. At least
Ashdown does care and is taking time to find out what is going on.

Andrew Cumming returned from Tuzla today. He had been to a
pre-arranged meeting across the Serbian lines this morning.
Apparently Andrew MacDonald and Alan Abraham had arranged it.
However, he did so by landrover and that certainly did not please me
as it broke a cradinal rule; don‘t cross lines Iin non armoured
vehicles. I registered my complaint to Andrew Cumming; he accepted
he had done wrong and apologised!

Monday 14 December

* Y was in breakfast by 0700hrs as Paddy Ashdown had quite a
busy day and I wanted to get started quickly. However Ashdown had
to take part in The Today Programme and something for London Radio.
He used the INMARSAT to do so. -

We took the Standby Platoon and proceeded to Travnik and
thence to Turbe. Previously Matthew Dundas-Whatley had cleared our
arrival in Turbe with both HVO and TDF. Things were fairly quiet in
Turbe except that there was one explosion and some small arms fire
as we went into the.Headquarters. Once in the Headgquarters I
allowed the Press to film for 2 few minutes before asking them to
leave. The Commandexr stressed how valuable he felt our daily visits
to Turbe were; because they tended to calm down the shelling. FTor
my part I wanted to try and get a crossing over the lines and
asked the Commander if he could contact the other side as I wanted
to get across to talk to the Serbian Commander in Donji Vakuf. It
seemed there might be-some chance of this at first but after a while
I realised that I was wrong.

On the way back we were mortared. The first bomb landed right
alongside OA and I felt the blast of it - obviously very close.
Those in vehicles behind me said that the whole vehicle was
enveloped in smoke. A second bomb also exploded but further away.
We kept going and didn‘t stop. I think it made Paddy Ashdown’s
day! Actually it was very close and could have done some real
damage to us.

After that we visited the UNHCR Depot. Having changed from OA
to my landrover we then went on to Zenica where we visited ICRC.
After that Ashdown went on to Kiseljak. I returned to Vitez and had
lunch before doing some paperwvork.

The Officers Mess was opened tonight at 1830hrs. Considering
all things it isn’t bad at all and it will get better as we improve
things. I had invited Doug Houston, Paul Scott and three members of
ICRC to have dinner with me. In the event only Claire Podbielski
turned up“- but that was pleasant enough. WO 2 Lawson and Cpl Gill
escorted her back to Zenica at the end of the evening.
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Tuesday 15 December

To start with I went to Travnik. Together with Matthew
Dundas~Whatley as quide I wanted to meet a man called Beba; a TDF
officer responsible for excahnges of prisonners and bodies with the
Bosnian Serbs. Beba was most welcoming - an ex-JNA officer who
looked very switched on. We discussed how I might use his meetings
(he's had 34 of them to date) in order to get some kind of dialogue
going with the Bosnian Serbs. 1In the end we decided that I would
write two letters. The letters would be addressed to the separate
commanders of the Bosnian Serbs both north and south of Turbe. I
wrote the first letter there and then as Baba had to go to a meeting

.at 1000hxrs. The letters would ask for authority for me to cross the

lines of conflict and meet with the respective commanders. In my
first letter I asked if I might do this for the first time on
thuxrsday. Baba had to go to his meeting and so after a couple of
slivovftz and a meat pastie we left for Vitez. I won‘t hold me
breath on this approach succeeding - but then you never know. Beba
did mention that in private conversations the Bosnian Serbs had told
him how sick they were of the War and how they wanted It stopped by
Christmas.

Pausing briefly in Vitez we then went on to the area of
Zepce/Zavidovici. In Zepce Matthew took me to the Headquarters of
the TDF where I met the Commander. He looked tired and worn out.
After that we travelled on to Zavidovici where I met both the HVO
and TDF commanders. The TDF Commander was by far the most
impressive. The main aim of my trip was to ascertain whether it was
worth my while trying to establish a main route from Zavidovici to
Ribnica (where we were contacted by the Serbs) and thence on to
Bandovici/Tuzla. Having been up there I believe the problem is:just
too difficult at the moment. Contrary to what I had heard Ribnica
is still) occupied by the Bosnian Serbs and the whole road (for at
least 15 kms) is seriously mined/blocked.

Returning to Zenica I went to see Actlon Internationale Contre
la Faim where there were some very nice girls. The whole operation
was being directed by Martine Cajapano who many had advised me I
should have met before. I agree; she is a thoroughly sensible and
nice person. They asked me if I could provide an intelligence
briefing of the area. I suggested they arrived tomorrow at 1BOOhIrs
and that they stayed for dinner thereafter. They agreed and five
members of AICF will come.

ITV News (Robert Moore) invited me for dinner in XKiseljak and
so I took WO 2 Lawson and Cpl G111l wlth me. It was a good evening -
including a very lively debate with Robert Fox on the subject of the
requirement for a Peacekeeping Doctrine. I agree to talk to the
Radio 4 Programme ‘Today’ at breakfast time tomorrow.

Wednesday 16 December
Thissmorning I started my day with the ‘Today’ Interview. It
was pre-recorded at 0745hrs and I presume it went out later in the

programme. I spoke to Brian Redhead - mainly about the conditlons
facing us here.
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Later I received the most welcome news that Salko Beba thought
a2 meeting between myself and the Serb§ would be possible tomorrow.
We ‘made preliminary arrangements for it all. The meeting is due to
take place a Boriku which is B00 metres West of Turbe.

Paddy Ashdown did not make it out of Sarajevo on the airlift
and so he came back to us at lunchtime. John Donnelly then took him
off to Split using my Landrover Discovery.

In the evening Sﬁ?;t Hall of Granada Television turned up. He
is doing a 30 minute programme on 1 CHESHIRE to be screened at
Christmas.

Thursday 17 December

. At 0300hrs I gave orders for the meeting West of Turbe. The
Standby”Platoon (CSgt Sheridan) deployed first at 1000hrs and then
I followed up with three landrovers, including Matthew
Dundas-Whatley, Nick Stansfield, RSM Stevens, WO 2 Lawson and WO 2
Cussack. Turbe was remarkably guiet; the ceasefire held properly
from 0800 - 160Dhrs in the event. At exactly 1100hxrs we took the
Komar Road out of Turbe. We crossed through two BiH minefields and
then the third was a Serb one. Beba moved the mines himself before
we drove through. About Boo metres though the Serb position (Grid
048011) there was an old Cafe (ruined) beside a swimming pool. This
was where the meeting was due to take place.

The Chief Negotiator for the Serbs was Captain Milutin
Grujcic, Head of the Exchange Commission. Mladen Arezin, Rodogub
Tryuga, Vaso Lukic and (a woman) Mira Jokanovic were the other
Serbian representatives. I talked at length about the vital task
they were doing, how everyone wanted peace, how the war would solves
nothing as everyone had to live together anyway, how I needed to
meet all parties in order to form a balanced view and how aid needed
to be taken to the Serbian areas as well. They warmed up as the
meeting progressed - which was more than I did as it was freezing.
They said they would try and arrange a meeting for me with the
Commanders - who were away at the moment. Finally they also agreed
I could attend any of their meetings - the next being 1100hrs on 24
December. At about 1300hrs the meeting broke up. There was a short
pause for photographs and then we retraced our steps across the
lines. This time I helped Beba replace the mines he had moved on
the way in - top everyone'’'s amusement! Once back in Turbe the
Commander there insisted on giving me lunch - which was in a
freezing hall!

Eventually at 1450hrs we left Turbe; the ceasefire was still
holding. Unfortunately the people we met were not the right ones to
discuss a truce over Christmas. I will have to leave that for the
meeting with the Commander - if, of course, that comes off. However
all told it was a most successful event and I felt very pleased
about jit. We have crossed the Serbian lines without too much fuss.
Now we must consolidate on that.

001896887
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Friday 18 November

Today is Lizzie’s birthday. I tried to telephone her but she
had gone out - apparently to Hannover; hopefully to get her birthda-
present.

My first stop today was to Major Beba. Firstly I wanted to
thank him for all his help and then secondly I wanted to.assess
exactly how I might get across the Lines again. Beba felt that I
might be able to get on an Exchange Meeting on sunday where I could
meet the Commander of the area to the North of Turbe. Additionally
he felt there may be a chance I could meet the Commander of Komar or
monday. Under the circumstances I decided I would not be able to gc
to Split and had to stay here. Beba invited ten officers to have
dinner with BiH Forces tomorrow at 1700hrs.

+  Colonel Filipovitch, HVO Commander, was next on the agenda. I
went to see him in HVO HQ at Travnik. He assured me there were no
problems between us at the moment and he was very happy with all
that was going on. After that I tried to find Blascik in Vitez as I
had to discuss the rebuilding of bridges West of Vares; in
particular those bridges under HVO control. Blascik was in Kiseljak
and so I failed there.

At 1B15hrs I telephoned Highgrove House to talk to the Prince
of Wales. We discussed the situation and he said how well we were
doing which was nice of him. The Colonel in Chief suggested that he
wanted to come out here but was absolutely forbidden from doing so

by the Government.

"In the afternoon I visited AICF and ICRC. Doug Houston and a
group from ICRC including Iris, Jean-Luka, Claire, Denis and his
wife had dinner with me in Vitez during the evening.

Saturday 19 December

I waited for Lord Owen until about 0900hrs but it became
obvious he was not going to come today - maybe tomorrow. Therefore
I decided I would head off for Vares to try and right what had gone
wrong the night before last. Sgt Gilbert, Tech Sgt C Coy, had had
an inclildent in which he had given a lift to 3 soldiers and then been
lifted by the HVO Military Police. I took the Discovery and my
landrover with me. The journey was unedventful and in Vares I asked

to see the Commander, Emil. )

I opened by apologising for the incident wholeheartedly. Sgt
Gilbert has acted like an idiot - most of all in not protecting his
soldiers during the incident. Emil accepted my apology. After that
I talked about improvements to bridges in the area and was referred
to Blaskic for authority. Thus having finished in Vares I drove
back to vitez and went to see Blaskic. He agreed the authority and
SO0 now we are in a position to start improving routes West of Tuzbe.d

\

This evening I was entertained to dinner (starting at 1700hrs)
by the TDF Travnik. We had the Party in The Logistics Centre in
Travnik. It went on until about 1930hrs and could have been worse.
At the end the officers that went were glven small presentations
and I made a short speech of thanks. I spent the evening in the
Mess thereafter.

_ll...
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Sunday 20 December

I slept well last night. Today I was determined to see what I
could do about getting across the Line again. In much the same
formula as last time Matthew Dundas-Whatley went to see Beba at
0830hrs whilst I gave orders out at 0300hrs. This time though I
decided that one Press vehicle might be allowed to follow us and so
the Press were present for orders. At 0940hrs Matthew telephoned to
say that the meeting was to go ahead - despite a few breaches of the
ceasefire that was supposedly in place since 0800hrs. The Standby
Platoon commanded by Paul Gill took position in Turbe and then we

. followed it in. This time we took the Vlassic Road out of -Turbe and

on the outskirts of the town we paused for a while at the BiH Front.
It seemed guite well prepared and the soldiers looked fairly
competent to me. Whilst at the BiH Front I gave an interview to ITV
and ‘wasg” just talking about the ceasefire when a machine gun fired
nearby. I‘m pleased to say I didn‘t jump - just turned slightly and
said that there were exceptions to the ceasefire of course!

After a while we cleared some anti-tank mines over the road
and then drove for about half a mile until we met the Serbs. This
time there was no meeting in a house. They told me that I should
try to talk to their higher authorities through Kiseljak in orxrder to
get authority to meet. I goit the impression that this might be
possible (and put it to Kiseljak as soon as I returned). Bebe tried
to look for some bodies but the mist was down and the effort would
have been very dangerous. After a little mucking around we returned
to Turbe where the Commander gave us lunch in his Headquarters.

Only when we finally left Turbe did I recall the Standby Platoon
from their position on the Front Line.

Jim Hooper of Jane’s Defence Weekly came back with us - having
been over the far side for a few days. He has met the Commander of
122 Bde BSA at his Headquarters in Vitovlje. Trivic also advised me
to talk to the Mladic through Kiseljak if I wanted to meet him.

In the afternoon I went over to inspect my house. It looks
super and big - but I flooded the floor of the living room and
kitchen by turning on the washing machine.

Monday 21 December

I met the company commanders at 0800hrs this morning in the
Officers Mess. We reviewed the situation as we saw it and made a
few decisions about what we should do next. In short we declided:

To roulement through Tuzla after each company has been there
for 6 weeks. A Company is to go there on 26 December.

The Tuzla Company will have three armoured infantry platoons

and one SCIMITAR troop. It will be based at the Airfield.
AS

The Gornji Vakuf Company is to keep two armoured infantry
platoons but lose some of it Sp Coy attachments to Vitez to
help with Guards and Duties here.

The Guard Commitment at Vitez must be reviewed.
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After the conference I took John Ellis, who I have removed
from P INFO, up to the area of Visokd, Vares and Olovo. He is to
Sset up an LO Team for that area. En route I called in at various
headgquarters finally finishing up at QOlovo. In fact when we arrive:
and throughout our stay Olovo was being shelled by artillery. We
estimated that about 10 - 15 shells fell whilst we were there. Jus!
outside Olovo we met the ICRC (Claire Podbielski) and we escorted
them into town. We escorted them out too. I was back in time for
the 1700hrs conference. At that I discovered that Orlando Fraser
had been hurt in a bad car crash last night. Currentlt he is in
Zenica Hospital and tomorrow he will be moved to the MST. 1In the
evening I telephoned Orlando‘s mother, Lady Antonia Fraser, to let
her know he was alright.

Tuesday 22 December

» ¥ left for Redoubt,' the Sappers Camp in the Mountains, at
0B30hrs. Brigadier Roddy Cordy-Simpson was with me in the
Discovery. John Major was visiting Bosnia and he couldn‘t get up as
far as Vitez in the time available. I thought that wds a mistake
but who am I to reason why? Anyway we had to travel 3 hours to get
there. It was all a bit of an anti-climax in the end. Major looked
absolutely tired out. He took a look around a stand of WARRIORs and
then chatted to the lads before distributing some musical tapes. He
seemed a decent enough guy and told me that I was to appear on TV as
often as possible., .He said he was a little dismayed not to have
made it all the way to Vitez. Roddy Cordy-Simpson and I returned to
Vitez by 1B00hrs.

Wednesday 23 December

This was not a particularly significant day. I sorted out the
house a little as Andrew Cumming came for the night. In addition
I had a small dinner party in the Mess during the evening.

Claire Podbielski managed to secure the release of about 60
people from Vissoko Prison today. She did amazingly well in my
opinion.

Thursday 24 December

The main effort for today was to cross the Serbian Lines again
in the hope that I could make contact with Serbian Commanders.
Already Kiseljak had informed me that Banja Luka would not agree to
such a thing but I had been back to them and told HQ BHC to try
again - which in fairness they did.

Beba was cruclial to success once again. A ceasefire was
Imposed from 0800hrs and we deployed into Turbe by 0930hrs. This
time we were slightly earlier than normal as Beba wanted to use the
time to find the body of a Serbian soldier i{n the area to the
North-West of Turbe. To start with we went to Suljeman Leko's
Headquarters and shortly after that drove off to a small village to
the North of Turbe. There we left the vehicles and, proceeded by a
White Flag with a Red Cross on it, went into No Mans Land where
after about 25 minutes uphill walk we found the body. It was well
frozen and we pulled it in case it had been booby-trapped. The poor
devil seems to have been killed by a shot to the head in combat.
Certainly he still had his assault rifle with him. We put him into
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2 body bag and carried him back to the Serbian lines. Once there we
left the body and walked back across to the Bosnian Lines. Both
going out and coming back we had to step carefully for fear of
mines. There were at least 3 dug in Anti Tank mines on the track
and also a trip wire.

Having found the body we then drove back to Leko’s
Headquarters where we were forced to undergo another Christmas meal.
After a whlm;e we mercifully escaped across the lines again - this
time back to the Cafe we had used on our first crossing. The format
was much the same except that this time I arranged for a stove to be
taken to keep me warm. To my delight the Deputy Commander of 19

.Brigade Bosnian Serb Army turned up. His name was Major Mico

Poletan. I greeted him and asked him for a truce from midnight
tonight until midnight 7-8 January (after the Serbian Christmas). I
stressed that this should not be a problem as a truce was already in
existenbe, all we needed now was restraint on all sides. In the end
I gave him a bottle of whiskey and a Regimental Plaque. The whole
business was: filmed by the BBC - to the delight of Jon Simpson. I
was very pleased indeed. At least unofficial contact has now been

made with the Serbs.
Friday 25 December

The day started with ‘Gunfire’ delivered to the soldiers at
0630hxrs and so we had to be up very early indeed. Aftexr that I
drove with the RSM and Adjt to Gornji Vakuf. #e spent an hour or so
with members of B Coy before returning to Vitez in time for the
1100hrs Christmas Service. I read the lesson in the Gymnasium.
Drinks with the WOs and Sgts Mess followed in our new Officers
Discorama. The Band led the collective messes to the Cookhouse
where we served lunch to the soldiers in two sittings.

During the afternoon I spent quite a lot of time preparing my
house for a dinner party. It is still far too cold for comfort. I
had telephoned Lizzie and the kids very early in the morning. In
the evening the Master Chef delivered Christmas Dinner to the house
and I had a guiet but nice dinner party for Richard Waltier, Martyn
Thomas, David and Sarah Stuart-Smith (Feed the Children - next door)
and Claire Podbielski.

Saturday 26 December

The. Fight for The Key to the Kyber Pass took place today from
1230 -~ 1330hrs. It was an impossible task for the Officers to get
anywhere near the Key; about 50 sergeants blocked off the small room
in which the Key was positioned on the far wall. I took part in a
minor way - suffering a considerable blow to the nose - not broken
though. All in all it was a very good ‘Fight’ and went down very
well. Nobody was seriously injured although the Sergeants Mess did
suffer in fabric terms. A sledge hammer was used to break through
the Wall and at one point there was some suggestion that a WARRIOR
might do sv. I stopped that.

This morning Lieutenant Justin Freeland was wounded in the
upper left arm as he was crossing the Front Lines East of Tuzla. He
was wailting in the RV prior to going up to the Lines when three
mortar rounds landed. Two BiH soldiers received minor wounds; his
was more serious and reqQuired surgery here in Vitez. The whole

e 00189871




/14

matter of mortars and MILAN is something which really bothers me
now. Despite all my pleas to, at least deploy them, I am still
refused by Kiseljak. Andrew MacDonald, in Tuzla at the moment, had
written formally to ask me to do something about the use of support
weapons even before this happened. However there is very little I
can do beyond what I am doing now. I have pressured as much as I
can and been told to obey orders!

In the evening we had a most successful dance in the Officers
Mess. I thoroughly enjoyed it and put up two ICRC staff in my house
after the dance was over.

. Sunday 27 December

Those of us staying in my house stayed in bed until 1000hrs as
we had not gone to sleep until 0300hrs last night. I cooked us an
English Breakfast of sausages, egg and bacon. The girls who had
stdyed then went off to see Orlando Fraser in the MST. Orlando is
returning to UK tomorrow. He is being CASEVACed and is likely to
have to fly at low level as he still has a drain in his lung.

During the afternoon I went to watch the Battalion Fobtball
Team playing Vitez - a loss! After that I went to have tea with the
ICRC .in Zenica. I took Richarxd Waltier with me.

Jim Davidson arrived this afternoon. He gave a performance in
the Garage between 2000 - 2100hrs which was very well received by
most people. I wasn’t quite so keen as I found a lot of his jokes
just a little too crude - and that's saying something for me to
state that. '

I was a little upset by a telephone call I received from
Andrew Cumming. He chastised me for not following - up his initial
contacts to the East of Tuzla. To be fair I think I am at fault and
could have put more effort into it but I was a lttle hurt as he
seemed to imply that lack of contact with the Serbs may well have
contributed to Justin Freeland’s injury. He also told me to fortify
the Base properly; and just for good measure that I may well be back
under TACCON soon - whatever that means! To be honest the telephone
conversation hurt me - especially the implication that lack of
contact just might have contributed to Justin’s injuries.

Monday 28 December

I said goodbye to Jim Davidson at 0B30hrs. He still looked
very tired. He asked me to meet him in London for a drink at the
end of the Tour! I think it unlikely somehow. He would not have an
easy trip back as the snow has now made driving conditions very
hazardous indeed. 1In fact during the day we had 3 accidents; none
involved bad casualties although one resulted in a WARRIOR
overturning.

Matthew Dundas-Whatley spent most of the morning tyring to fix
up a meeting with the Serbs. In the event he went along on the
plannaed meeting beyond Turbe without me because I had to stay for
Roddy Cordy-Simpson’s visit. Roddy came at about 1130hrs and we

-15- 00189872




1463

discussed the sticky subject of mortars and MILAN again. I am now
convinced by the argument that we should try to avoid using them if
possible - and I said so at the Conferencve at 1700hrs. 1 ordered
that mortars and MILAN were not to be deployed. I also discussed my
‘bollocking‘ from Andrew Cumming with Roddy. He was most supportive
and I felt much better for so doing.

Tuesday 29 December
Rather a quiet day for me at least. HQ BRITFOR continue to be

obsessed with withdrawal plans; I wish they were a bit more positive
about what we are doing here rather than how to get us out. At

. least HQ BHC is more on side in this respect. 1 telephoned Andrew

Cumming in the afternoon to report that I hope tp cross the Serbian
Lines with OP CABINET on saturday. The ECMM are trying to fix up a
meeting then. I also told him that we intended to harden the area
of theiMST and Ops Rm as well as dig in some containers as
protection. :

At 1530hrs Iris Wittwer and two men called Patrick visited for
a briefing and tea. Sadly Claire was not with them as she was in

Maglaj. I understand she is not very well.

On the Welfare telephone I also telephoned Aunt Eileen and the
Bartletts; it costs nothing and so why not? I have decided that two
members of the mess staff may move into my house. They will occupy
the top floor and ‘do’ for me. Jonsey returns from leave today and
Pte Platt will move in with him.

Wednesday 30 December

Again this was a fairly idle day by comparison with some.
There is a great deal of work going on now to harden the Base here
with the lower floor of the building being strengthened -
particularly around the MST and Ops Rm. I telephoned back home to
speak to Lizzie but she was out; instead I talked to both children.
Lizzie has been asked if she would be interviewed by The Mail on
Sunday; I have no objections about that at all. 1It's up to her.

In the afternoon 4 Tp B Sgn 9/12L, under op con A Coy, were
severely attacked on the road coming from Tuzla, just before
Kladanj. The attack included BOFORS firing in the direct fire mode
as well as indirect fire. Martyn Thomas suggested that tomorrow he
would deploy Mike Dooley‘s Platoon.along the route in advance of the
A Coy Column going up to Tuzla - commanded by David Sherlock. If
the same thing happened again then he would be in a good position to
do something about it. I agreed with him and told Martyn to get it
organized. After that I warned Andrew Cumming and Mike Cornwall of
what we intended to do.

Thursday 31 December
Another fairly itsy-bitsy day. I spent a lot of the morning
relaxing by taping music onto tapes for my new machine. Whilst I

was doing that X did a little bit of checking around Vitez Camp to
ensure I was happy with things. I wvas.
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I had a bath in the afternoon as the water in my house has
been off now for 2 days; I used P INFO's house. The pipes in my
house have frozen solid. At night the temperature drops
drastically; so much so that as many peoble as possible are now in
the School Building for sleep.

( In the evening we had a New Year’s Eve Party which was great
fun. I put up a whole batch of people in my house overnight.

Friday )1 January 1993

. Having made bed very late I did not wake until 0845hrs when,

. together with Ptes Jones and Platt, I made breakfast for my
housegquests. Y left before them at 1015hrs as I had to get up to
Tuzla to visit A Coy. I had three main points for going to Tuzla.
Fixst I wanted to see what A Coy accommodation looked like. Second
I wantéd to meet the BiH Comd of 2nd Corps. And thirdly, I wanted
to-‘try and set up meetings with the Serbs on the far side of the
lines of conflict.

@%’ ’ ITN were due to travel with us but they rapidly fell behind
in their ‘new’ armoured landrover. Although the weather was now
very severe with extremely bad snow en route we managed to make it
to the airfield at Tuzla by 1630hrs; which was not bad going
considering we only started at 1045hrs.

A Coy were in excellent accommodation. The offices werxe
ideal - in dgood condition and better than Germany. The boys had
decent barrack blocks which were inevitably a bit primitive when it
comes to lavatories but they are just about warm. And the

( cookhouse was jideal - warm, clean and a good spot for the boys to
meet to watch the Satellite TV. In addition the facilities for the
vehicles were good too - including an excellent hangar into which
the WARRIORs could go.

After that we travelled on into Tuzla where I occupied Room
719 of the Hotel Tuzla. In the hotel I met up with Jean-Paul
Corboz the ICRC Delegate. The Press in the shape of Anna Pukas,
q&; Chris, Giles and Simon were also there. We had dinner together and
" then I went to Jean-Paul’'s room where we had a few drinks. I fell
asleep there and so excused myself and went to bed.

Saturday 2 January

This was an early start day and I woke at 0540hrs. I had
Richard waltier, Tim Furphy, Nick Costello {interpreter) and Tyrone
Hilary with me. We left the hotel at 0620hrs bound for the
Alrport. By 0700hrs we were there eating breakfast in the
cookhouse. The Airport is very convenient for OP CABINET; it is
only about 25 minutes drive from Kalesja which is the front line
crossing place. The Crossing to pick up the Belgian Convoy was due
to take place at about 0900hrs. In mechganlcal terms we are
utterly dependent on the ECMM who have teams on both sides of the
Crossing; the ECMM Teams wewre led by an ex-Irish Guards Officer
called Tom Colebourne-Malpas whom I liked greatly.

00189874
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However the Serbs appeared very twitchy. To start with they
didn‘t want the Press to cross. And ‘after that they said they were
not prepared to have the Commanding Officer either. Reluctantly I
agreed with Tom’s advice that I should wait on this side. However
Nick Costello went over as interpreter; and he took with him Cpl
Clark INT CORPS. In the event Matyn Thomas, who was commanding the
Operation, only had time to pick up the Convoy and return. He
allowed Nick Costello and Cpl Clark to remain on the far-side with
the ECMM Team there. His intention was to pick them up when the
re-crossed later.  For my part I was less than happy about this -
especially as the Convoy never made it back that day in the event.
Nick and Cpl Clark remained with the ECMM Team overnight - which

. gave me a certain amount of worry to say the least.

As I could do nothing I returned to Hotel Tuzla by lunchtime
and. spgke to the Senlor UNMO; a Belglan officer who was behaving
very badly indeed. I pointed out that this was my area and he must
work with Martyn Thomas. Later in the evening I saw Sadic the
Deputy Commander 2nd BiH Coxrps in his office. Sadly Knares the
Commander was away. B

The good news later in the day was that a meeting was
arranged by Nick Costello - but tomorrow. I did not know who the
meeting was going to be with or where but it was worth doing it.
That meant my return to Vitez had to be delayed by 24 hours - which
was’ acceptable under the c;rcumstances. . .

Sunday 3 January

We left Hotel Tuzla at 0800hrs and picked up Martyn Thomas and
the LOs (Bob Ryan and Mark Cooper) at the Airfield before
proceeding to Kalesja. There we met Tom who cleared our crossing.

We simply drove for a couple of miles to the far side. The snow
was quite severe and it worried me. But thankfully there on the
other side was Nick and Cpl Clark with the ECMM Team. They had spent
the night in a First Class Hotel in Zvornik - courtesy of ECMM.

Nick told me that we were to go to the Brigade Headguarters
at Sekovici and so this is what we did. It was amazing to go back
through Caparde and Sekovici which I had visited on my first recce.
I never thought I would see them again.

At Sekovici we were told that the Brigade Commander had had
to go and it ‘was suggested that we drove on the the Headquarters of
the Drina Corps in Vlasenica; that being about 18 kms further on.
This pleased me greatly and so we drove on as fast as possible. Ve
were never escorted once! Our three vehicle convoy consisted of
my Landrover Discovery, my FFR landrover and the LOs landrover.

On arrival in a snowbound Vlasenica we were met at a
crossroads by a large imposing man called Skocogic Milutin, a
Colonel who was the Deputy Corps Commander. He took us to a
disused factory where we talked for about 45 minutes. He was much
in control, listened politely but made his own points well too.

My three points were. Stop mortaring\shelling convoys

particularly North of Kladanj. He accepted that they sometimes did
so but would not if they had advance notice of their arrival. This
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is difficult if not impossible to achieve. The second point I made
was to discuss the prospect of an LO being placed at the HQ Drina
Corps. He was happy with this - provided it was agreed by Pale
(HQ BSA). Thirdy I tried to set up a weekly liaison meeting
between ‘the Tuzla Company Commander and the BSA as a part of O°P
CABINET. Again Milutin agreed with me that it might be possible.

It took us until 1515hrs to get back - the weather-was
deteriorating rapidly. At the Airfield we had a guick bite for
lunch and then we set off back to Vitez. Amazingly we managed to
get through remarkably quickly and were back here (having started
at 1600hrs) by 2115hrs.

' Monday 4 January

. This was a fairly quiet (recovery) day for me. In the morning
I sortkd out some paperwork and rang a few people in UK on the
telephone. And in the afternoon I had my hair cut. Anna Pukas did
it in the PINTO House. Apparently she used to be a hairdresser and
was doing a few other people as well. I also went to Zenica to see
1f ICRC could locate a Serbian Captain who might, or might not, be
in Zenica Prison. .No joy there.

Tuesday 5 .January

All the lavatories are in the process of being renovated - and
there were very few sit-down ones anyway - and so I now take my
constitutional in a freezing cold tent into a bucket! I suppose
that’s-fair enough as all the soldiers have been doing this for some
t-ime now. .

Today the RB-44 arrived; the LO Team with dedicated
communications which has been placed under TACCON so that I can
communicate from wherever I am. I have decided that it should go to
Tuzla in time for next week's OP CABINET; just in case Martyn Thomas
is able to have the coordination meeting with the BSA. We have
still heard nothing.

I am really pleased with Staff Sergeant Flower who has spent 5
days recovering a WARRIOR from where it overturned in a stream near
to Kladanj. I passed him on the mountain path as I came back from
Tuzla the other evening and he was in fine spirits. He’'s an
excellent example of what a SNCO should be and deserves some
recognition. But he already has the BEM.

Work on hardening the Base has proceeded at a rapid pace and
now we have protected almost all of the lower ground floors by
putting containers and other protective blast walls in place.

Wednesday 6 January

At lunchtime I drove into Zenica to see Iris Wittwer df ICRC;
I wanted to dicuss the matter of ICRC representation at prisoner
exchange meetings. Whilst I was with Iri{s, Anders Levinson turned
up. He had just returned from his Christmas leave. Anders propsoed
that we all went out to lunch together and so we did - taking
Lizalotte and Claire with us too. We had lunch in a Pizzeria and it
was not very good either.
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At 1400hrs we all went to the UNHCR Depot in Zenica to dicuss
the matter of the loss of IRC's car last sunday evening. Apparentl:
about DMB3,000 were also taken. It looked like the whole affair was
a stitch-up by the Mayor of Travnik. Indeed the Mayor himself
arrived at 1500hrs to discuss the matter. During the meeting I was
rather pointed with him - suggesting that the hold-up had occurred
on BiH territory and they should know something about it. I then
left - to allow Anders to pick up the pieces! 1In fact what happened
was that the IRC representatives - Michael Stievater and John
Fawcett - went over the top after I had gone. They accused the
Mayor of being an incompetent administrator and apparently worse.
Andexrs phoned me later and we decided that we must go and see the

. Mayor - Muhamed Curic - tomorrow.

Thursday 7 January

» Pirst thing this morning 1 was at the Garage for breakfast. I
warited to see the boys very early in the morning; many were a 1lttle
surprised that I was there. I done good by going!

I met Anders Levinson at 0830hrs at the old UNHCR Office in
Vitez. We travelled together to see Muhamed Curic, Mayor of
Travnik. I apologised for my apparent rudeness yesterday and we put
the matter straight. We still want an official report though -
about what happened to the IRC car.

- Whilst in Travnik I also went to see Major Beba to discuss the
matter of prisoner exchanges. The Bosnian Serbs have refused to
have us present on the next exchange and so Beba has refused to go
along -with them. I agreed with Beba that I would try again to get
authority for such meetings from Pale. Thus almost straightaway
afterwards I drove to Kiseljak where I pressed Mike Cornwall to keep
going on getting us, across the lines and an LO in Vlasenica. I
returnbed to Vitez having eaten too much lunch.

In the evening together with Richard Waltier, WO2 Lawson and
Claire Podbielski we joined Doug Houston for a meal in The Horse
Cafe. After dinner Claire invited us back to her flat for drinks
which was lovely.

Friday 8 January

Anna Pukas has written an article for yesterday’s Dally Mail
which is causing a furore here.- The headline is enough as it
matches General Mourillon against me: “This Town ain’t big enough
for the two of us”. It went on to say how Morillon had banned me
from Sarajevo. Although the article was factually correct in many
ways it has caused consdierable difficulties; not least for myself
with General Morillon and BRITFOR. To say the least it is highly
insensitive. I‘'m worried by the matter but am not sure what I can
do about it. One thing is clear and that is that it will further
strain relations between Andrew Cumming and myself.

\

Andrew Cumming is COMBRITFOR but the Press do not concentrate
on him; thus he‘s at least a tiny bit resentful of me. I can
understand that. I wonder if I could do a little bit more to try
and avoid this resentment - perhaps by biting my lip more.
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It started raining and then froze later in the afternoon. An
as a result I put my landrover into a ditch from which I had to be
recovered by the wrecker. Thankfully the landrover was undamaged a:
I would hate to have to go in front of the Brigadier!

During the evening a Vice President of Bosnia was assassinatec
just outside Sarajevo Airport. He was being escorted by the French
Commanding Officer at the time.” As a result tensions are very high
indeed and all convoys have been cancelled for tomorrow.

Saturday 9 January

At 0900hrs we held a conference to decide what we should do as

" a result of the the assassination last night. In short we decided

that we would largely carry on as normal - except that some sentries
were dqubled, our security arrangements were checked again, we
shonld*rehearse actions on artillery attack and the situation should
be-‘kept under review. Doug Houston was present; he is on his way to
Split in ‘our‘ Discovery.

The weather is still very treacherous and ice covers the
roads. I wish I had a Discovery as their road holding is absolutely
brilliant; the sooner BOVIS sort themselves out the better. When
they go Doug has promised me a Discovery from them.

In the afternoon I went to visit ICRC and UNHCR in order to
liaise with them on our reactions to last night‘s incident. At
UNHCR I met Jose Mendeluce, the head man from Zagreb, who was
visiting. He was in company with Anders and that lovely Japanese
girl whom I met at The Park Hotel in Split right at the start of my
tour. I invited them all to have dinner with me on monday night.

At night I went out to dinner with Denis and Pascale; spending
the night in Zenica. W#O 2 Lawson and Cpl Gill picked me up in the
morning. We ditched the landrover whilst travelling back.

Sunday 10 January

- At lunchtime I went into Zenica with some milk and eggs. I
had promised Claire Podbielski that I would get her some and so I
delivered them to her.

Today Alun Jones (replacing Alistair Rule) and Philip Jennings
(replacing Andrew MacDonald)-arrived. Also Patrick Russell turned
up after lunch.

At 1600hrs 1 learnt that there was trouble once more in Novi
Travnik. Martin Forgrave telephoned to say that each side had taken
hostages and that we might be able to play the honest broker about
getting them out. On Martin‘s advice I took the doctor and
travelled down to Novi Travnlk. There I met Lendo, BI{H Comd, again.
He was amenable to a swop of prisoners and held three Croats. I had
ihe doctor examine them and then went to see Malabasic, the HVO
Comd, in the Hotel Novi Travnik. Malabasic held four prisoners and
again I had the doctor examine them. Once both sides were satisfied
that the prisoners held by the other were not hurt we carried out
the transfer. A few weapons had gone missing and a little cash.
Everyone seemed genuinely pleased by the role we played. The cause
was that a Muslim had been shot at an HVO checkpoint last night.
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The whole matter was resolved by 2000hrxs.

Whilst I was away though we opened fire in a big way. At
1645hrs Monty Woolley was escorting a Danish UNHCR Convoy
when he was engaged by mortars and small arms fire. The range to
the mortar base plate was 2.4kms. A total of 14 rounds HE, three
APDS and about 97 x 7.62mm were fired by three out of four
SCIMITARs. The contact was at GRID 182031 and the Firing Point was
at GRID 209029. This is the fifth time in 4 days that we have been
attacked by the Serbs in the area North of Kladanj. All the ROE
seem to have been applied; we were escorting a convoy, the convoy
was attacked by effective fire, convoy flashers were on, UN Flags

.were flying and even the range was (just) acceptable. So far I have

had no comeback about it all.

Monday ;l January

I spent a fairly cold night in the house. The electricity was
off again. I.got up early and came over to my office as I had some
paperwork to get through.

Roddy Cordy-Simpson came to visit - he’s just got back from
leave. He told me that General Morillon was ‘steaming‘ about the
Daily Mail article of 7 Janvary. I told him that I felt responsible
- if not to blame - and that I had written a letter of apology to
the General. We also discussed the shooting incident yesterday.
Roddy was- concerned - quite rightly -~ about it‘s further
implications. We also talked about the British ‘reinforcement
‘options‘and wondered exactly what London were up to in the matter.
We both felt very much in the dark and a little uncertain as to how
to play things. After a while we went off to the Officers Mess
where we had coffee before Roddy disappeared back to Kiseljak.

I had lunch in Zenica at a Pizzeria and then returned to
Vitez. 1In the afternocon I saw Paul Scott from BOVIS. He is fairly
‘nervy’ about things and has withdrawn a lot of his men to the UNHCR
Depot just inside Croatia. I told him that he must talk to Doug
Houston, who should be back in Zenica by today.

In the evening I received word that the UNHCR Delegation were
stuck in Sarajevo; they couldn‘t get out of the place. And so the
dinner I planned was a bit of a write off except that I expanded the
numbers of the Battalion who were invited and it took place
regardless. I went to bed at midnight - in a power cut of course!

Tuesday 12 January

Novi Travnik was surprisingly quiet overnight. I had ordered
that the Standby Platoon 'was to go in there from 0900hrs and that
Andrew MacDonald was to assume responsibility for the area - if
necessary backing it all up with another platoon. For my part I
wanted to see Blascik; as we had been told by the HVQO that he was
the authorMty for anything that happened with regard to the HVO. It
was much the same story with Vares a few weeks ago. Blascik does
seem to be the power in 'HVO Land’. Martin Forgrave tried to make
Contact with him using Debrilla as interpreter but Blascik kept
dodging us as we trled to reach him.
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Later in the morning I was interviewed by ITN; the reporter
being a man called Robin - second name escapes me! The ITN Team hac
lunch with me.

Things are fairly tricky all round at the moment. UK Limited
are broadcasting that they are sending the Arc Royal and lots of
gunners to stand off the Dalmatian Coast. Novi Travnik is being
difficult. Sarajevo is impossible and is still suffering from the
repercussions of the Bosnian President being shot whilst being
protected by the CO FRENCHBAT. There is an anti-UN rally in Zenica
tomorrow. Tomaslavgrad was shelled by 140 rounds of artillery a few
days ago. The Geneva Peace Talks looks highly likely to fail and a
No-Fly Zone imposed. The only good news is that it seems the Serb

' Commandexr to the West of Turbe may wish to meet me after all.

Martin Forgrave is to go down to Beba’s Headquarters tomorrow
morning to find out exactly what is going on; we shall see.

1 spoke to Doug Houston about Paul Scott. He and I agree that
he is running a little too scared. Doug thinks he should be
replaced. I have to agree. The word is that he sleeps in his Flak
Jacket in Zenica for God’s Sake!
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Wednesday 13 January

D

Today is my weddihg annivercary and <o 1oarrangeo for Joe
Edmunds to give Liuzsie a nunch of Flaowers which { think went down
well hy all acconnts.

But the most impoartant thing of all was the development uf
outright hostilities between the Croats and Muslims in Gornji Vacuf.
Last night I spoke to Alistair Rule and we decaided that there was
lattle point an my redeployment dawn te his Base until this morning.
Meanwhile all nel! was being Jlel lacce within the taown - including
mortar fire. At O030hrs, Ltogethar with Lne Stanidby Flatoon (Alex
Watts), I took my SARRIDR down to Gornji Vacul. We arraived there at
about 1000hrs havinyg run down and then having hat to shoot a dog.
Martar and emell arms Ffare was occcirring in abundance when we ot
to Barnjyi Vakuy amd things loonked pretty bad.

N locagl ambulance turrned dp at the Baswe ond asked Alistair iy
it woald ha escarbad bhrouginn Gornji Vacuf. inside were tws Muslim
anu ane Denal womern., Alistair depioyed two WARRIDR: from the
Standby Fiatoon and the ambulance Look up statiom in the middle. As
fhe convoy was agproaching the 7 junction 1n Bornpr Vacuf Lhe seconan
vahicle slawed wff the raoad and nearly crashed through the bridyge.
Toe draver, Lance Courporal Wayne Edwards, had been shat througn the
chank and aut of tihe bkack of his hsad. I hedsrd abant it whilst un
Fha OFTirers Mess -+ CSgt Willaiams infoarmed me. I rusted oat and
jumped wn the Ambulance lLandrover to yget down there.

When 1 arriveda the fir-t WARRIOR wae st1ll ciewed acrose utne
foan ang tThe boys wers trying to extricate Lance Corpoaral Edwards
tharcugihn tne tunneld .. It was talkkangy far toea long and za [ 2a1d we had
to ot 1% from the Frant. We did 5o dJespite ronsiderable mortar and
amall arms Tire in 2ur area. For O mainuters we tried to kKeep
Edwards alive buk 1% sesmed clear %o me that he was dead TFrom his
eyes. Tracy Glark, the ductor at Gornji: Vacul, wes with ws too,
Affter apout LO minutes work on nim I suggested we shauld get oue of
tie area. We pput Zdwarcs oan a stretcher and rushed hhem bto the
wheeled ambulance., Traecy prorounced ham DOA at the Rase.

Edwards had oeen shot through the hatoebh - inm f+4 wserella
position and so no Juubt there will be some cumeinack there, FEnt all
afows knew the scare and so too dadt B Pl who have Leen anto furhe
and 21lsewebere enough times amd wa I think we can wear tiat.

Alisgarr had unvened a meeting of all incal commanders tor
Liddhers - actually it started at aboul 1200hrs! 1 cpenod the
meetirgy and cemanaed thal fighting stop farthwiin. 1 strexsed now
serincs this 1ncudent woula e intarnationally. Cventually bosn
s.des agreed that aa artillery’ ceacetire wallid come sntoe etfect at
13t3hrs and a ganeral ?small ares? one at 1400hrs,. Rifter that o
returned to Vitex.

Sy 1500hers I was seewny bthe Comd Jed Corcps Bid (irmy an 2enica.
I didn’t tninlk the mesting wonld be too Feuitfual as there was litéle
ertner of ue could do in My gpinicon. EAVEr HadZiaxs4hovic o) g
however tell me his theory as Lo what was hwappening. fle said that
Sl to Jagee failiag Loe Droats gao starles traunle in Fifvzanrg T
they wuere startang Sronble in Sronji Vacud® 5o tnad Tarbe coula tali.
Im chart ha believes that the Serb:n and Craabs have Areed 0o oa linoe
which 2xeludes Turba. By starting tronple 19 Gornjr Vaouf Lhe
Muglime would have thear altentiorn dystrected ann thuas Turbe
tall more 2asily. I wander F thera i19 any firath in Shds.
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Duriny the evensing I went o the JRC anu sat having a Jrans
it 0 Pie 1 spoxe to Alex Wabtts alao. ALL wure tn 2 Fairly
gepre=500 slale welin Le unsurnricing. The noye want Yo put Lance
Corporal Ldwards name on his WIRRIWR. T said the onu: thing was
Just Lo oo 1t, They also suggested we pul wy a reward for
1afarmation leading to the arrest of Lhe wmurderer; T guite lil that
nat wn.

Thursday 14 JTanuary

I mag a fairly aquiet day vocsyi timply lhinbang throuyh things
and relaxing a litsle after yesterday. Messaye: of symapathy are
foeoding in atl Lhe moment. Lance Corporal Liwarde' Looy levt Gorng.y
Jdaka?d thnis morning. T tosk aonut & drafts to write o bis motner 1n
Wrexanam before T got 1t right.

At Junchtime L entertained a party of ICRC. Two people camesg
Iiris Wittwar and a yguy called Ernst Fron Zagreb. In the afternonnn [
spent some time wabtching some lateat TV Newn clips end then wandered
gver to my hause. In the I'INFO Centre T wet Anna Pulias who was
exceedingly corry Tor the damage <ie had done. ¢ dun’lt really tlame
her as wite gid nab mean te do it

"ne situation In Gornji Vakud continues to e seriously
worcrying with the cea-iefire worliinyg spasmodically if at all. Alun
June: ha< now takern over from Aligstair Rule and is continuing the
nagetiation pracess with all sides.. I gather tha® Merdan has been
at Gornjili Vakuf for smont of the tine. B Coy has been involved in
ezcarting monitors of poth sides te gun/mortar gositions, helping in
e recovery of an VD bhdy (mutilated on Lhe face) ann extensiveldy
patrolling in a wid o calm the situwation. Az B Loy 15 strebtonod I
adave sent & B paclh doawn there (Standby flatuons. I tnine we will
have tn let this one run until it gebks ot o+ steawm. ALl sides seem
to apprecrate uur effoarts at least.

In the evening I jained Faul Scott and Doug Houston For Jdinner
in The tarse Cafe wn Zenica.

Friday 13 January

My miad must e goinyg asc [ geew to Froa troustle rememcering
what T Jdid this worning. Douyg Houztan turned up and wenbt intao
Traviaiik with Martin Forgrave. They were Ery.ng to zort out tae
matter of ROVIGS partacabing as Pagl Seelt is mure than a little
woarrilied about cecuraity for hise warifuorce.

In Gornjy YVakuf the -Lirtuation seems to be getting a little
ketter and the ceasefaire jooks more likely to hold.  The boys have
now purchased a ange weeatin with tne word 'ED' in flowers an 1t.
They ar2 Quoing Lz pasitiun the wreatn on toe sput where Lol bowards
diad in Gaoarnji VYakuf. Far my gart I telephaned dMes Edwards bots
atleracrmny & Taierly traumatic it was bon - fTaor me ~ather Lvinan ner axs
sha was terribly ygood about 1t all?

Rt 1300hrs I went tu see Santie, the Fresident of Vitex., I
should have visited bim ages age. Tt was uwnly a conrtesy visit hut
nunetheless well warthwhile. Ay I write NORA our ygun has started
firing againg its really makinyg the old schoal shaxe!

‘Farurday 6 Januacy

This morning Tim Park lzo a recce team 1ntu

Jarajeve to Aizese
whether we would aygre: o ssnd a WARRIOR Mlatcan

intu the ity on &4
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da1ly ewcort run. He arrived back at S000hrs with a plan Lhalt's
workable and so wr will Jdo so.  Interestingly epough we Ranaged to
get one concession at the Serb Checkpointy when they ansieted an
SRArCANY aur vedtcles we insisted that they Jid 5o wnarmed as thay
rad sunt somesne 1nzide a UN vehscle before! The gambi1t workeo.
{deaily I du net wanbt the Serbs to earther stop us or 1ouk into aay
at cur vehicles.

The &DS wae supposed (o vaessl today Lut in fact he cancelled
At the last woment — too late For me to takte the Sarajeve recle -
which T should have led. These VVIR visits are a pain' Rlun Jlounew
rang me and so T ddecided T wanld go down to Goernji Vakaf again. At
LG30hre, together with Tal (Standby Platoon Vehicle) T deparfed for
Garnji Vakur.

"The checkpeudnt al the end a1 toe mounilaln past road was
deserted. We proceeded carefuliy oaut Fast from bhece ihto B Chy's
Basz. There Nlun wrietfed me on Lhe situation., in his view the
frghting eould 2asily yet wmuch worse and it was conbinning. Tnje
HVO had threatened o "flatten’ Born)i Vakuf unless the Muslims
racaynised it was a part ofF Herze-Rosnia!l T hretirave the HVD] arn at
the beltom of this trouble. Merdan wae there and nad heen for
saveral days. [ asied Alun to ensurz he was given a razor at2 as ne
was grassly unchaven. He greeleo me etfucively.

At 1400hrs Alex Watts? Mlatoon took their Four WARRINDR: co tue
spot wnere Lance Sorporair Ldwards was kKilled. They put two WHRRLIN
Aanrons the bridge Tfacing osubtwards and thenm neutral turne2d with the
ather twe to face hack the way we had came. AlJINCO laid a wroath on
the wracked bridye. Tyrone Hilary said a short prayer. We had a
minutes silence. The all of e (myveelf, Alun Joneo, RSM Stevens
Tyroune iilary, Alox Watts, Merdan, one local HVO Commander) -aluced,
ciimbeos back inlo the WRRRIIR:e ana returnea %o tne Lase. During the
Servicas tihvre was apn explosion aad & shoby out Che wrnterpreters
3aid e hearo peapie shoutaing Yne whectang. Merdan ond Lhe loeal
HYD Commander had tried tao stop everything tar the Harvice,

I spoke briefly to Merdan and the Local HUOD Comunander yn the
Base hefore I raturncd. I said Lhat I awvnoepted tihat Lhe High
Command of nerther sode wonld Lhave piven orders tao k1il a FEreitaish
soldiar but that somesns on bthe grounge nad.  He mush e found anc
sraught to tril for murder as Yhers had been no orders given dewn
tive chain of commar. -~ erye 1t musi e marder! We returned o Virtez
amc stopued en route Lo inspect what we thoupght waz & f1eiy Farm 1n
tho mountains.,

Opn pelura I immediately Llook my landrover 1nto Zenica two
briei Denis at ICRT on the sitnation in Bornji Vakuf. He wants us tu
hel; delivar medical supplaine into the towr wath WARRIOK., I had
agra2a and Benis plana to go Jewn chere tomary ow.

Sunday 17 January

Andrew Cumming tuened g &t O200nre 1o talv to me apouat
pussitle options with regard Lvn thoe future. 1% seens that we san
gither 1ntervene mascively, withdraw, continue mpe«aticne ar iuwceey
institube a peave plan., 1n shorl 2verything is g 1n the atr as ras
A3 trnioys go o at Lhe mamont,

Meanwhile Born)l VUoakutf cantonues ta “hagent I depluyea dawnr
therae s my WARRIOR at LG0Uars in <rder to be Shere Ffor the mew-eidl
nervace et 1L34CHrs. Toe Fand deployed witinh me in 4 4 Lun veplcie.

Berrn,l Vakoed i w2it) ssrisusly in danger. L met Mervcan Jown Lhoroed
9883
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Nt has nesn there wince trhe starl. Whilel . wae tonere I neara
cunsidarable artillery Firinyg andg auch small arms. Olearly a
milti-harvrelled rocket launcher was alse berng uvused — probably hy
thae HYO who are the pecple wost responsible For what 1s happening
there. During the Memorial Gervice there way considerable fare
beiag levellied on Gorn)i Vakuf. AfFter the Servivce 1 zaird gnoauys
Aerlten. we were eangages wilh abont Lwo ePoundic of swall arm. fire

¢
L
we ladt Gronji Vakaf Base. The Dawvdmaster loved 1t a: h2 was in the

WOIRINDR witn uew,

At 1800hrs BGeneral Gir John Naters arrived. His programme

involvad a brief, walk around camp, drinks 1n the Serygeants Mess and

A butfet dinrer 1n the OFfficers Messo. He oslept 2n my house.
tMonday 1B January

All of us wole early 1n ny house - I thani to gel to the
wabtar, wihich wasz amazingily warm. Sven the CINC was tihere at the
same Lime &% me. Janecy and Platt carried breantfast over from the
Cunkiowse and we were Jfinishied by 0ORrs, At Ehiat time we wore
trancported around te Battbtalion Headguarters.

T gave Waters a gquick brief and then we departed far Turbe.
We had arranged 1o me the Commander lLeko at about 0900hry.  He
»araived us well and very politely. R few runnds of mortars landed
whils® we were (n Lthe Q. We returned to Viver wibhout incident
thereaflboer.

rowever Guenji Vasuf was ?ablaze? ang there was no way that
Waters cuwunld go thare. He had to travel bach te SHSplit the 1ong way
-~ at least he?ll get 4 feel for the place! The CINC’s earlier than
anticipated departucre from the realws of my responsihility was
furtuitaoue ang gave fe come breathing space.

Tursday 13 January

Things are gelting very tricky indeed at ine moment. Toa
HVG are apparently threatening o go *all oul? in Sornji Yakuf and
even expand the conflict to up here. FEnver Hazdihanovic, Commander
3rd Corps BiK Army, has appealed to ma2 o racover Meridian frum Suenj
Yakut and thas T agreed to doo He was pulled oundg with a WOHRRLOR
escart this marning amisl reports that the HWO had wmined fie roadd
wvernicht {(faleed). Meaple are row sayiny there i a deadline for
vinlancee o commence in the YVitez area fnu; that deasdline beiny
rmidnight tonighnt:

At the maoment | neve & ¢mall dase ol *Hoenian EBelly’® whicen
makes /e Jisltt our raw lavatorice. fairly regularly. My lanarcyer
nac a tmall -mash thic mornings <liding 2nto Sne back of a UNRK
yvehinle and so Lt 1s away beiny repaired.

I stayed around thies wsorning so that I could monitor what was

happening in Gornji Valaf,  Tn fact things seem a litile guieter
than Lhey nave heen. Mate Adie remains down there and so 1 suspect
Ehings have not ye® finizhed. An CRC delwgation came this
afterniony 1o choeok out the latest security vituction and up-date
their mapi.

vieanesday 2Q January
The morning started with me viqiting Enver Hazdihangvic,

Comd 3Zrl Corps BiH Aray, in his headguarters 1n Zenica. Merdan was
there ac well. Moth of thoem were prufuase in thueir thanks For the
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recovery of Merdan Urom Gorngi Vakhut yesterday. We discussed the
situatiaon there and I %old vhem that T was going aown ta Goarngi
Vakuf almost immediately £o see if thore was any way in wiich 1
codie help the ceasetire process., Apparently & ceaseqire was
supposed ta be in place by (230hrs - possibly braokered by the Zim.

Faving travelled back to Vitez I juined my WARRIUR and droave
down towards Garnji Yakuf., 1 had ocrdered the mineplough to e in
pagition on the route &t the end of the mouintain road - but thot
seemad Lo yo weong and we anly had the EQOD offilcer and sappers. 1
wanted the mineplaugh in order Lo tMprese tne loucals that we could
shivTt ai1nes 1Y necvssary. [% was largely a Dlufé as [ want them not
us to clear mince. There were about J8 mines Llackinyg the exil trom
the mountain road Morth of Ris'rica. Obviously the HVQ have taken
aver the checkpoint there as 1t used to be BiH., The HVO turned up
in a ecar abeut 8 minutew after we arrived, uanceremonicously threw
the 8 wmines 1htw the back of a car and drove oft, We then went
inta Fhe Gornji VYVacui Base; we travelled clased down.,

Tre gzescussion with Flun Jonex it was clear that vhe local
farces fac heara noining abueuat a veasefire. There was little point
in flowding Lhe area with WERRIO%.; my origindl plan. [t was too
risky. L[ heard that ancthoer mecbing might take ploca Lomerrow at
140Chrs and sa denrded to return to Vitez. Gornji Vakaf was stalld
uiler gseritouy shellsfire - Lacluding walEi--harrelled rocket lauachers
“rrodd by the HUO Frum Soulth oF the town.

ITn the evening a UM Commission into Rape tuarned up and [ put
them up overnight in the Pase. They were 5§ women and wne manyg not
ane wWwas particularly attractive,

Thurscay &1 Januwary

I decided that T would go oown to Gornjgi Vakuf at about
100CGhres and took a Tew people with me., My WARRIOR led the
expedition, I heard that Patrick Russell, ECHMM from Hiseljal, was
laaving there at 1030hrs and that the Ambassador Bousseaus wunld he
caming to chair the aeetiny toeo. There were few detosls as to who
would regprasent the ilocat sides. No mines blecked our roglbe thrs
Yime ama we mace Gornji Vanuf relatively quickly havany pioked up
tne BRC xnd ITN teams en route - unselicvited. Hote Hriv kisssoe me
an Lhe btop af my WAPRINR and caio tow sarry z2he wWwag about the udeath
aof Lance Corporal Fdwards, We drove inte Barngi Vakaf Base and
there 1 talived to Alun Jones.

The cituwation was a little guieter but nonethelesns thoere wvas
still a great deal of fire going down on the town - mainly trom VO
guns ponsitioned to the Soulh. Alun Jounes had to escorl various
factions inta camp Feom pick-up points outside Garnji Vaknf and the
mavbing started st aboul 1030hes.

Totanel Biljeqg Traom Tomasiavygrad represented the VY and Lelma,
Mardar?s staff officer represented the RiHd Army. Ayreement on a
coasatire was guickly reached in avcordanse with nigh level
instructions, I swupggested that the ceasefire should start at
1700he s (at 1600hrs); all parties agreed apd diappeared to tey and
fix 1t witnim an hour. We reconvened at 1700hrs; there was stitl
some Tiring. MNoxt [ suygyusked thakh we chouwld see hoaw the ceasefire
Was daoang and Lhe Ambazsadgor sugre.tod T went into tuwn Lo monltor
it anag report bhack.

T toeokh OR, TEZ and TES with me. We cruossed fthe braidge where
Lance Corporal Fdwards was killed. There wau a burning house at the
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T Junction, 1 led and turned raight bowards the Soath. On 1he cdpe
af the Tawn we came ayainst a minetield - which 1 knew about,
Thlere was same Tiring - several rounds were 1tres aver Lhe Lop of

my WARRIOR. AL the minatield we pnoentral turned and came back to che
T Sunctiom where I had lefi T8, Next we went to Lhe Nartn ang
turnea arocund. There wasz a farefight (brief) near Lo T3S whilst
we wierre 1nvestipgating North but it was nal prolonged. I returned tao

tho minefield and cvscarted Lwe ECMM vehicles which passed thronnh it
hacl: to {he Dase.

I war ambvushed hy the Preoss as T walked back inlo the BHu) ldang
ang tald tnem that bne ceasatire anpeared to oo nolding. I alsu
reparted thal barw to Lhe Contference. By S2Oobirz the converence nhad
ayraed Aozt things amd the Ambassador suggested w2 had dinner
velore maing an ayrcement in writing. Bul Siljeg rocerved  an
impartant message - twa saldier had been killed by snipers he saird -
ang ne had to oo That effectively bSeolke thange up. 1 had a
similar probhlam as General Mupillan has decided o visit tomorrow
and annuunced an arrival tame of ODOOhre. I thought ot best tu

return to Vitez, We arerived back ot about E1Shes where I met
Arigadier Wood, Cood Comme Trom UHLF, I was Taurly ruce awout the

Tack wut nteltrans and Mentor system (anly CO, 2{C anu Adjt being
diluwed to telephuone wut oF Theatred. He staycd an my aause
overniyht.

Fraday ©F January

General Morillan visited us today; for the first time - apart
from when he name with General Mamvbia right al the start of our
tuur . He arrived <lighily late ano then we hriefed fiim 1n the
inforwaticn Roow. Aftar that we went ftoe Gornji Va<ud where «l. hell
continuer. The ceaserire lasted untial]l about O70GOnrs snn then the
HVU bBeyan attacw«ing the tgnwn from the Soeauth. It swems the FHVD arae
determined on their course of action and heavy arti1llery 15 herny
usad troan the South.

fimbbassadar Beasseaun watg otill there — havintg spent the might
in fiornyi Yakuf with Alun Jones. Morillon wanted to meet hoth sivdes
and zo summaoned Colonel Haljerg - who tool some timo to arrive.
Aracent For tilks wors Belmo Cikotie, (NS Lo Merdan, amil Pra Ayruac -
Seln reprecenting the Bairl Army as well ac Uolwnel ZHiljey ana the
tocal VD Cemmandoer Zenko.o The kalks were fairly fruitiess. wiiljeq
made impossible demands., We offered to he in the middle betweon the
faorcas aad Lo man a roadixlock. Swvljey said he had to consult and
then we brailke . A roundg came through the PMedical Centre wirndow:
it was speat. 1 travelled back with General Morillon an his staff
car., IZIn raute we noticed that many of the houses .n the village =1
Bistrirca were abhlace. We oresumed it was HVY0O ethnic cleansing.

tiwat he was "cantent with what ha hae seen™. (41l pa

uteide the Vilez Rase General Morillon tolu me Se tell
=3 4
1 wil) do great thiungs for morale!

(8} my
salaier e 1t
i

whoan

In the eveninyg [ went to see Enver Hadwsihanavic, Comd 2rd BiM
Corps, to discuss the matter. I felt there was little that eibther
of uz could do in bPhe service of peace at this moment. Whilet
taere he nad twe conversationsg wit: Gelonel Blancie. When I
revLrnes [ odiscaversd Shat Farthner talks in Gorajl Yakur haz
Jown UL bhat more talis were soheglea Tor

“ja s

Broawen
Lamotrrraw at 700 <

- .

Nlap Toanga Pragquestsd my npre.nnra.
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Saturday &3 Yanuary

T atltempted Lo do soeme paperworik this moerning prioer to
departing for Sornji Vakuf. To be hons=st paperwork is ascut the
lact Lhing un my mind at the moment anmd I%ve yobt all the Non SGtaff
Cfyicer rapaorts to cukmplute. We dapartesd For Gornji Vakuf ot
1030krs and 1 was Lhere by mi1dday.

Gelmo was there buat Colunel Siljeg didn’i turn up until much
tater -~ having bieen picked up Troem beyond tone minefietd Lo the Soutn
of Goraji Vakuf. The battle is ceninuing in =Rarnest. Farts ot the
Eilt Army pusitions lrave fallen. The Croats are using a THD “tank €o
blasyt hell gut of the houwses vn the south 2dge of Lown., At the same
time they are usiny artillery and malti~barrelled rocket launchery
1n Enelr abtackz. Prstrica was struck twice whilsc 1 was there.
Zditran toe camp perimeter three worvar reunds lanced Loday; and a
roung ponetrated tnrough the 5111 wf the Officar: Mes. window,
struck a chneir an whaichr Geima sat and pinyged’ around the room. RAlQ
in all Gornji VYaltur was hot a4 particularly healthy place to he
today.

When we fiually got down to bEallking Silioeg was unbendinn. He
demandad that the RiH Arny centralise their veagons undwr his/our
cantrol. The Rid socldiers could stay therc except thal ne wanted
anme fur 'orimeos?. I told mam that was surronder in ail bulk mame.
Ian adoziion I remainded him that Lhe worlad wouio note wha was
attackiny civiliansy this was Lhe Ffirst time T hinted at war crimes.

In the end T ackerd tfur a4 '{ruce’ to try and cave tne tenrsion. The
truce wias tu start at 1800hes and 14st until the termination of our
next meeting at 1200Chrs tomorrew. Appropriate BaH vepresentatives
would ba transported Ly mys217 to Gornjya Valaurt. I wonld takke Selmo
bacx Lo 7Zenica and relurn with Hivi rtepresentative Lomarrow. we
wontd patral Gorngil Vawu? - idenbidying wino we were by use of 4-way
flashers. Firedl report: asfler I returned btoe Viten inaicate that
there s wtill Toyhting v Lown. T was not very nogeiul ih oany

caAne.

I returned tao Vitez by 19800rs and had Selma baicern oy Lo
Zeniva in a landrover.

Sunday 24 January

Taday 1 macve my final effort to trey atd stop a hosocaust in
Barnjs. Valkut., Wnen I woke [ felbt thern was very little chance of
suceess hut all of ws had o try. RBeftore 1 lefl Vaiwes 1 tried to
telaghuna2 Andrew Cnmuinyg or Richard Rarrons to teld chew what the
situation was like. They were no avairlable and so ] passed a
messale to the Watsohikeeser stressing a number of pownks, T start
with I supgpgested there was litlle hiope of succens an Bornjyi Valkuf,
I couwplained thatbt Colounrl Giljey sesmed set on a batile and Lho
‘casture? of Lhe town. [Hthnic cleansaing and EM 21 sirikes as well
as tank attacks were Laking place - all by ke VD, FAliaosugne L wao
not to Hnow it thiz wmessage was: passed to Ukel, MGY, FLO ana thnence
to Geneva where Lord Jwen used it to browbeat Boban, tie HUQD
Military Commander Llicre.

T drave to Zonaca at O900hrs ang spoke to Dengs Cretennt
Iris Wittwar of TERC. 1 suyggested] that Lhey wish ta come
Vauut and at least withnes. what was pgoing on thero, They agreed,
Avter tnat I went on te Db drd Coeps HMeadguartvers ba pieclk de bne
BikK representativec v tae jaurney 4o Gurnjgi Vakur. 1 wfokz to b
Uﬂr?% Cammander and then SGelmo Cikntre. We drave gack $a Vicety the
whole at & wat very {tase and 7 was & Ltd copncerneas about bLa.cing
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Snlma through ciheckpoings, but tinings were alright.

At Viter T piroked up 0B and fwe ather WARRIORS s well as twe
ICRE vars,  We btravelled €0 Gornji Vakui, arriving shoertly after
midday. (fter a while oloenel Sr)jey wos escorted 1 From the Souln
of the bawn, We starteu nur meeking at about 1330ars.

[ wpened the proceedings ano inen Iris Withwer aade an appeal
bce wrebhe 21udes bEo obey thEé Geneva onvenbions., To start witiv it
lookea like %5i1)jey had not changeo hiz views Hut afler a while 16
seemad that he was softeninyg. T was in the prucess of laying out
some principles when Andrew Dumwiny telephonced on the INMARSAHT .
Despita sending Nlnn Tenes to the telephone Cumming insisted on
soealang Yo me. T handged over the meeting to Alun and went to the
phone., Andrew Cumming told me tha® my message haa been pasaed to
Geneva ana ithal iLord Uwen had usce 3t Lo pressuirre GBuban wira had

or jered an immediaio fewsatiaen of hostilities by the HIWO., I
»Leturned to the mevtiny and Laolo H1ljey - woo acceptes my wora -
~ather gquickly [ thuught! Did he know already because his position
had softened gquile a lot alrcady.

With this Fi1llip %o proceedings I continued to lay down some
principles as follawss

i, A ceacelire by 1800Chre tonight - wiln some expectatiun

Eivat it would continue to be broken for same tire afterwards.
<. Gorngld Valiuf Lo be patrulled by B Loy ana the rontes
throug the town to be openedd. -

3. Withdrawal of outside local fFfarces by 1600hes tomorrow -
if mecessary escorcted by B Cuy.

4. Alleyoed war crimes to be investigated by the accused side
with investiyative reports sent to ICRC - copy to UMPROMIR.

3. EBoth sides to provide il lists of detainees to ICRU ay
LE00hrs on 26 Jan.

«bodig not take iong to agree those princaplec énd the meebing
broke up quite aquickiy. Selwoe Cikotic was instructed to stay in
Gornii Vakut by hie headquarters and so at 1630hrs [ returncd Lo
Yiter. This time I was Far wmors hopeful that we had achievosd
sumethaing. I checked an retoarn and Gorngi Vakut oemed ta be
relatively agquiet - just a 1ittle small arns tTire roported. My hooay
Grew.

Howeveir there were incidents elsewhere tow. FEucovdaza was
terribly tanse atter twoe HY0 soidiers had been kilied and barricades
Aul up.  Medrdan telephoned me and asked for my heip to Ltawke the
bodies bacik from $he Muslims o the Croats. Bub there was a Oreat
bxg barricade between the two sides anmd it was apparently immovabile,
I decided to do nothing untiul the morning.

o

Yenis Cretenst hiad invited me out to gainner 1n Zemnita. T

arrivesd tnere at 2000hre and had a pleasant svening with nim befrfore
being sicked up te relurn at SiFlShrs by WO & Lawuon. 1 clept well.

Manay 25 Januwary 00189888

ALl h+ll wae hxppening on the road to Hiseliai. fApparently
an HYO velricle folleowing Byt Smitih's Lwos WARRIORS was atbackmid ly
Muglime an the villoge of Kacuni and in Lhe peeultont geonte Lees PV
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soldrers were Kkilled., Both sides, Croats and Muslims, are baving a

‘go? 2t e another with bthe Croste fased 1n Pucovaca and the
Musiiee 1A Manuni.

I sent Q€ [ Coy, Philip Jennings, to Liy ano get through to
Hisel)ad but he frlt 1t was motv a good time and turned arvund just
atter tae T Junciicn turning o117 the Zenica read Tor Krseljak. I
was not too pleased by thiv as it seeued a bit of a climbdown on our
mari. Hrigadier Roddy Cordy—~Simpson was Spealddiny to Blascile whe
ayraced that we should be avle tta pasc. For my part [ spoke b0 Lnver
Hadzsihaganavice wha willingly agree tio that ao well. At anout
1080hrs U Took OA and anotihoer veinulaesz: (ambulonce) and tried again.
GC T Loy came wiih me. Bo Loe o3d Mate Adie of thie BBOC 1n her
armauraed landravaer,

Weg droeve Lo the Kiseljak turning and croassco tne river. The
Bridye was well defended and possibly mined by the HVU. Driving on
we went through o few HYUO poadblocks in Busoveca. HAs we approachued
Kacuni fLhees was a lat of indirect fire coming intos the area andg
snloper Yire a8 well. At Lhe hridge in Kacuni we were blocked by a
buge lorry Filleo with luegs on the bridge. I went forward on toot
to fing someone Lo move 3l. AL first we zaw noocoy until § tried tu
ram thne lorey off the brouge with my WARRIOR. The some Bid serdiersg
appearel Tirom & house on tihie Norlh side of the road. They ogree
that thay could wove the lorry but then they wonlld have to puat 2t
baci. That wae not the paints; T wanted the roead wpon again., i
damandad that they yo back up Sheir chain of command ond ask the
Coarpe Commander i1 Lie agreecs that my WARRIORa cauld replace the
loirry. Tt took them apges Lo yet throuygn and whitsk that was
fagpentny Brigadier Roady Cordyv--Simpoon arrived From {he Xisel jax
eny in his armcured landrover.,

Tnere was gquite & fot of locse Tire around - moartars, raciet
launchiers and snipinyg. Additionally whilst [ was talking to the
local! commander :u the house to the Norlh of the roadbhlock one of
tMis soldiers had an ND - Ffiring a burst into the yround by s, We
aLl Ltowk cover fhinking ift was a sniper. The only casuwalty was the
top o Niehk Qoshella?s aact which was struack by sometniny.

M*ver about 30 minutes 1 got 7ed up with wasting. We couw:g go
thrsuyh but then tn2 lorry would o2 vepositiconed - which was not the
peint. 1 incisted on going on ane Jdid so. As we left Philip®s
WARRINRKR broke duwn and we had he leave it benind., Alsn I receaved
wrard from Bn HE Lhat the Corpe Commander had aureed that two
WNARRIOR s cauld raeplacs the checkpnint. RBut by tHhen [ wa+s en route
fur “icel jak., He stapped at the "Media® Holel. HKate Adie gave me a
rup of tea and fthen we raturned. Joiny back 1 was stopped by an RVD
roadbieck thal Lried Lo prevent our further progress. 1 1nsleted on
passing. Mortars sbtruck near us a+d we passied the marn coadblocw,

Coming back through T withdrew the propoecocs roaubilioern - )
didn®t thinlk it was safe overnight. I stoepped at the Headguarters.
af thoe Duteh Transport Battalion and organised two WARKIOR: there
overniygirt. I tried going to Zenica down the main road bul it was
slockesd Ly 2 demolibtien and threc tarye vehicle - acoion tomorroe -
and sa I went aver the waountain. L visited ICRE and then went fao
the Commander w1 Zvd Corp. Bitl Qruy. 1 cumplainee thel tney haa
really starvted Linis creaubile, [ was Twucked! areund ane Hhalb a
soidier aad hao an N, Loarranyged a ceazeiire rrum QEQOhPs
tomoerrow; Rrigadier Raddy Cordy-Simpson was meanwhile doing the
game with Hlasvik ir Miewljak. fifler that I returned o VYites on
the muintaia routs, U Gaskad ilap Teanmings. to et the raasd to
Haseljah preaperiy cnen “oday wand B Gan 97120 to sur® cut the

? 00189889
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demalibion on the road toe Zanica, [ mad danner, a cnuple of drinks
in the Meos ano Lhen went Lo bed.

Tuesday &6 January

“a1lip Jenaninys aeparted al D8QUNrs Lo wpen the route To
Kiseljalt progerly. PRut by 1030hr: he was 3till having difficultires
with the roadblocik teld by the Muslims in Kacuni. Inn some anpger [
televhonsad Merdan 1in Zenirca. T ftald bim that tihis Eime Ehe Muolims
were a* least in some way to blame. They had killed Cwo HYOD
personnel - and they were holding we up. He <aid the daftficidty was
communications and he oaiffered 1o (ome personally o nelp sort it
aont.

My landrover was decepatched to cnxllect him and at about
1530hrs we daparted in my WARRIOR iaving yot Merdan Lo Yite:xr first.
We drove to the roadblocl where Philip Jenninys was Iocated. Niter
some noaygotiabtions i% was agreaed tha®t The lorrey Shiould be sovarld and
that oo WARRIOR: world remaxzn. One would sit on the bradyge andg Lie
athor waould patral. Oniy international aid, UM and amibulance
ven.ciez whoule go throuwgrn.

Having diccussed the matter with Merdan 7 tnen decrdea to
take FHim wn to Hiseljzsk so tnat he could meet Ruedidy Cordy-Simpson.
En route, with WO & Lawean and an -atling in the tuarect, o HVU hot
was Fired at us as we were driviny through sone HYD pusitions. We
took immeciate cover and T swung the turret to face the threat as we
drove an.  The boys in the back seamed 1npressed that [ was abls Lo
send out a ‘Non DTffectave? Tire reporlt withan 30 scconde!

11t Hiseljak we @en Roddy Cordy -Simpsen and tihen he summoned
Biazcik for a meeting. (Ifser abouw. an hour, and jJust as things were
being svrted out, DBlasciic received word that 7' FVC had been kitled
on a prisonner exchanye with Lhe Muslius. That evfectively hiake up
the moeting but it was agreed we woanld meet apain tumoreow,

BGetbing bacit wa« a real performance. HKiseldak skatf otficerns
insiestod that we have a Spanish APL assort = as [ had allowed my
NBRRATUN lop return escorting a whoie 1oad of venicles. That toock a
luong tim=2 Lo organize; and then there was a slockage on Che road an
an HVO viliage. Thaie apparently reguared a visit to the local eyl
Pualise, (n some irrivation we tovk dinner tihera. Jiy the Tinme
evaerythinyg was done the WARRIORs I lLiad requected to RV with me tad
dirive 41l the way throughn to Kiseljak. Therefore [ abanadonnen the
Spanioh and Ltravesled back with 8Byt Edwarde RWF.  Near the HUO
checkponint at the start of the mountain rodte I met my landrover.
W 2 Lawsan tool: Merdan back ta Zenica. i carried on te Vitez
oringing Dlive Newell with me. J 2isn met the LIUMM monitors drom
Zanica in Lhe Macs un my resurn.

Wedn25uay 27 Janmuary

Merdan was zicked up by RSM Stevens (rom Zenica at 080OHHIrs.
Me raturned hers and then we tnok VA off to Hiseljak to meet with
Blawesiey agaxn to Lery and goel o proper ceasefire.

Th2 road was Fine and T yot (o the roadoleck where C Coy were
iscated. There were 3 rounds of mortar fire as we passed bLhrouyn as
well a3 some sniger Tiare. Bt Adisael jak we startea vhe meeting -
Aim0st an lhame and reached agreement on a reasevire quitc
Roudy Bordy -Sitmpson Jnairesd %as mesviny and then tealk choe
darteigants off for o press conference. There was a purfarmance
oveie an alleged atewocity hy the RiM fray but thoen atter luanch we got

lo 00189890
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duwn Lo some more detail. The big sticking point wan the roadbivesx
en rout: Lo Feniga. [ agreed fe lz2ave 0 Coy's roadbileck in
enzition ter the Caime heing. Eventually we oroke up with same fornm
of agrasment oub 1t wasn’i tiea up properly.

I toolt Merdan brack to Zenica and then returned to VYitez. 6t
2000t s Ling Chalker (sorry wtady) arrived. 8he stayed the night in
cumpany with Gilhert Greernall ond Doug Houston. I rather liked hLer.
T did talk briefly %o her aboul leaving the Army and workiag vor
saxme lkan? of internaticonal axd effort. She didn’t seem to régrster
anything Lut T fave a feeling that [ wight get same kind of
asslstance Fram her 1f I need 1t

Thursday 28 January

‘l.acy Chalier copartes atier A ?ecandlolit? wreakrast {svwercusns
A% 0/0Chrs. Afier that { walked aoross te BHER o get into my
WARRTUR for the journey down to General Mortllon®s two day sewinar
ot Kisnljak and in Barajeve. There was ne firing wa Lhe rouse Luk
Thaings were still very tense. U Loap?e WARKIORe woerw strll an the
bridye at Kacuni - rlacking all teaffie exceptl thoat which we
aubnor teed. I pivked up Jan o Bowr as 1 oroave Swewng he followed me
in ni. aremourced Mercedes landrover o Miseljalk. Av n.soljaw Mabin
Beli inlerviewod me Fur o Flanorama vroygrapme. (e gid gt oubside the
deadnnuarter s Hotael.

Shortly atter 0300hre the seminar started with Moeillan
*buring® on abaout his experiences in fheatra. After that the
Rusezan Civil Affaxzrs Ndvisar (Vactor), spolte gqurte well on Lhe
politiexl environment. We took funch 1n the restanrant with a
wittlie French wineo clowever during lhe atternoon thinygs in my area
af cowrations started to *hal ap? and ther: were nuaet aus repnrbs
wi teasefire viodations - from both sides. Buwcovics was
ceportedly Yim flawme-’. rHaving consulted with Roddy Cordy-Simpson
L decided J had tu return to Vater. Jan de BRoer came with me 10 a
Damishe AMZ. We were to RY with a couple of WARRIDRs on roube.

At an HUO checkpoint Lo Lhe Gouth East of Macunl we were
refus2d passage. [ said wer were going and they said nol. Aftne a
few minutes 1 dnsisted I Wwas yoing and erderesn a very. very
reluccant Danish soldier bo deive an. Me dis 50 after consiaeracie
nesitation. I oayet wey 1 did woender what nama owf & pens an Hbie-s
would make of Che wigda of an MU13 but shordly toaro2afier we med
Rirshard Rocheoter an two WARKIDAs. We transfeereds (gladly) and Lne
Danish APC relurnsd o Miseljak.

At the Duteh Trancport Batlalion Headoguartees Jaw and [ gpole
to the UMM Coammissron and its Lwo local force eeproscntatives. I
protzsted to the VO about being slopped and also some ohelling
anta Zenica (confirmed by ECMM); and T alsy protewsted about the
uvement of Bilk troops Son, I asked both stdes ta tell therr
headyuartars to conl things Jown and reminded them btieh thore was
to pe a meeting at Vaites on Saturday worning. T had come dinuoer
witn Jan ae Boer and ther came back tr Viter., lLast night [ slept
well agsin.

Friday 2 January

J ospent come Lime thi: morning trying Lo gel Non Stair YUs
reporis complete and 20 was nst ready 4o g oout nntil 1130ars.

Ve
sittuwation in “acuni has

neen much quieter alimougn taere 13 sbial
shelling and small aras Fire accoueipg.  However 1 warnted

an 1 £ 3] Sachk
dowwer the Kiseljak road o see things for

mycely, My WARRIOR
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travellaed o Manuni with no preblems at all. The area seaemed Jquiet
tuo. Even the HVY0O checkpoint where 1 4ad had problems rast night
was UK. W2 travellsd wn to the Fojnica junction -- vlwse tu the
Aedia Holel. T stupped there ang obert Fox 37 The Daitly Telegraph
fuve s wvom2 luanci. Thoerecartter we travelled up toe Fojnica - vaicitea
BT .RITFDR Tae MO - and then drove back 1o Hiseld jak. “noni1seljar |
chockerd o see 17 Blascik was 1n tawn., He was and they had useen
talking Lo him - but ta no avaal. Tt Ltonmks like he will send his
2IL far the talks btowmareaw,

Whilat travelling bhack to UYitexz a moetar round Janded clase by
— an our left and just in betwesn Yacani and Huscavaca, We just
continuer and drove an. I called into ta the JCROC en roaute black to
Camp.  There [ uriefad Iris Wittwar and asked her ta liend whe
talks taomorrow. AL the bollom of the mountaln raad - the T Junction
= [ faune the perzonazl Ffrom the HVD Checkpuint sfoching Gires HYLUG
lorrlies. T was very anyry = stopp=d it ~ and sent the drivers
(loval) wn th2ir way to Zenica.

T T retwrned to omy Ofrice Dick feel was an the Mentor
teleghone. 1T was rejganested o ring Robert Fraser, Equerry to The
Jrince of Walee, and wrief him on the situalion. I b6 0 ~—
shrassing my beli2F tihat the VD wore causing probloms in osruer t2
torce the Muslime Lo anpree the Beneva Peace Mfian. Uotr, the Croats
and Doros yot what they want out of Geneva®s proposals whilst the
Muslime who represent some 40% of Boasnxals papulataion get only 3 ol
af 9 cantons. T atlsoe stated that we would like to keep the 01
telephirnes — on repayment of course,

Saturday 30 January

Today Lhe main event wae the mecting in Viter bieiween the HVU
an: Bill., Roddy Cordy-Simpsoan wa: Lo have chalreds 1t oul gecirved tao
iesve it t: me. Bliascik wae not going to turn up and instead sent
Aa.oang Nakie Franjo his Second in Command. Maerdan Sa3 to be
colliected from HQ 3rd Corps an Zenica. In addition Jorge de La Fiote
and fAnders Levinsen for UNHCR and Tris Wittwer for [URE attendwea.

I started the meeting by welvamaing everyone ond bhon asking
Jeramy Fleaing of ECMM to present the report of %the CUIrM donmission,.

This he d1d — Jabelling neither cide as respuncisie. | wiag much tae
same 1n summing up the r2port. We broke for a Few minnbes at about

-

LilG%rs and then I reconvened the meetiny to gel dawn e the real
bknsiness.

'n oshort we ogreed another ceasefire to start from O800hes
tomorroaw.,  All roads were %o be cpened, The Lommissinn?s powers
were cxtended and 1 F was to have extra HVO/BIH representativec. The
Commission is Lo supervise the withdrawal of forces and the
consinuaiinn of the crasefire. fill detainees are o e registered
witi the ICRLC. We ail sigrned the Jdacument a®  avenb 143508rz anc the
Areae weres presenl.

i have no idea about how things will yoo I7 [ was a bettuing
man I nat put any money an it. e will have to wait and see

I'm the evening Douy Houwcton and John come uver. I 1nvited
thom to stay for dinner and gut them up overnight 1n ny house,

Sunday 31 Jarigaiy
I decided tnat I would yo oown to Gurnii Vakuaf taday. L
wantor to assess the state of Ghe

! ! ceasefire, tu meet 'ﬁigésgg

e
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ILRE ro wnker the Dattalion’s arcd 45 a car was apparently stuck in
Jablonmica, My WARRIOR departed at 0930hrs and we travelled slightly
care2tully douwn there as it was terribly icy.

Riistarr Duncvarn (L0 L WO on nre 1niti1al recce) and alse to nelp

I Jouked around the Base and checked with Alun Jones who was
runniny a Joint Commission Meating. Gorn)i Vakuf?s ceasatirs was
nolding. We bad 4 checkpointe out arcvund Lor ltawn anc ithere were
still som:2 un--recovered buedies in Pistrica, but essentially all was
Wweili. 1 tiven departed tor the Mak.jan Chechpoint whieth toask me
about 40 wminutes. ATter a while Androw Cumming in comoany with
Robin Searby (COMEBRITFOR Dea) and Moastorr Duncan atrives . Toey
went on ta Gornji VakeF. 1 <taynd 31 few minntes ta gsee 1f the ICRC
car arrived. Tt i and Clwire Folbrelo<i wan in 1%, I oescorten
the UZRC Zar back to Lhe Rase in Goen)i Vakai. After lunech and a
brievfing %he Recce ('arty oepartec, 1 Tollowed zhortly aflerwards ane
then the I[CREC cars {ong was viusitod Gornji Vakuf) toliowed
thereatser.

AT Vitex tihe (ecce Dacty receoived 117s Draetfiny and then the
brigadiars depacited. Alistair and T had dinner ftogether before [
departed Ffur Zenirca tu seelb up with the ICRC whia had invited me for
a Jdeini,

fivernight the cerasefire seems toe bhave continued to have hield
altnouyh tihere waz a saocobting incident at Ehe Bulk Fuel
Instaijation. A whiie zar approacheo, Tired some chots and then
disampeared, The yuard followed-up and saw ©he car at the T
suncticn on Lhe Vitez by-rass. The car agrove at ihe guard and fired
afain. Three members of the guard returned #1ra. Apparently Lhe
car wae hit but we know nothing more than that as b wped away.

Manday 1 February

T otowit OR ocut and down B0 Kacuni to check out the area prior
to Goneral Morilleon®s conference at 1100hrs. HKacuni secmed veory
guiet and sa T owent Lo look for the JORL who were interviewing
detaineazs in %ne area. A barrier manned by Muslims blocked ny way
and despite all my Lesl persuasion bthey retused Lo litt 1t up.
Therefors I baryged anto it with 08 and {then Lacked offY and told them
they werne ta nove 3t. They did and T Tellowed wp the road Yor abond
"2 kilometres ta a Laryge warepnouss where the TORC vehinles wero

parked, ITnside up o central corridor and in *cells? were Glaire and
Seat a3 well az Denis and fOmela. They ware interviewing atout 390

Cruats - ohe at least wan very olno. The plece was freezang cold ana
Claire complained abonb it. fhe detainees must have beun really
calo. They wers Sudoled tagether ander blankets - Tonding rea.iy
pathotic. After that [ enturned to Vitex in time £o e alighbly
late = Morillan had already arrived.

His confeorence was betnyg held Far entirely selfish reasons —
he wauted to agsocviate with the ceasefire — and then ta hald o big
Prass Canfarence Tar the Paristen Media. Blascik andg Hadrihasnovac
wera prescnl - alfter o« <liyhl delay as we had to 7eten tham.
Morezlon made a kotal ass nf hiwwelt and was mozt inept in his
aanuling. iowas clearly obtvivus that he had noining Furtner b3 aod
to whalb had been agreed. Moreovaer it was w2lear that he wanted bt
bave a very cheet meetang, make a statement to the Freso amd Lhen
get wnaxisim eearsonal pal:licity. 17 Love Lo hear what e sal1d to
the Merdisien Media! Alasteir Duncan, CO 1 PO, wes awazed Ly 1t
airl. mFRar lunca Jerawy Tloming chaired a meeling whicr both si1aes
shazed sl 1n oroeer Lo srganine detailed srrangements far Lhe
supervisicen of tho cedrsafire and wibthdrawal oV foarcos. it was
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agreed thal the fenica rosd snould start to bie openco Trom 14GGn0rs
on Tuesday 2 Fabruary. ’

In the svensny I wez 1nvited to dinner by Douy koustun and we
vent to The Harse Cafe. I spent €he night in Zenica afierwards,

Tuezday & February

Today I very much c«tayed around the Dase. } managed Lo tinzeh
af? the Non Staff (fficors Confideatial Reparts and alse to have a
saower - there cseemed litlle watler, 1 spent some time tatking to
Alistair Duncan apnnt the vandoveir o 1 WO,

In the eveniny John Rdlam was 1n the Mess and so I inveted Lidm
Lo stay for dinner. Just arfter dinner 1 talked to an American
called fes Geld who was vasiting w. to do a raport for the now
Presidant Clinton apparently. The word 15 that Joiin Major conviacard
the new American fdminizliration in send someone Lo see how the
Erivish trooos are doalianyg with the situatieon.

Aednesday & February

i said yoosdbye to Alustair Duncan at 0O30hrs. Hpparently ne
will be back wilh the main racce parlty 1n March.,. RAfter that 1 want
acrcos and talked Lo Les Geld as he had his breakfast in Lhe FINTQ
Houva, He's very imoressed by what we have achiaved and 1 do not
think Le favaurs masocive intervent ion; indeed I think he helicoves
there should be many more like us!

A7ter that 1 Look a trip down Lo Kacuni and visited the
checkooin® we have set up tnere. I'nings are relatively quiet and
the ceasefire 16 holdiny Just. M the way back OH c<kiddd on Jce
and plounhzd into an ICRC car 2antaining Denis Castenet and Amaela.
Thank God they were not killed but 31t was terribly embaransing.
Claira Podbielski was in the swecond car. Later inm the day [ went
drwrn to Lhe TOREC te apaelogice and Lo make amendsg. le all ended walh
sinner ab Slaire?s wikth NDents, Duug Houston, Jaohan Aslam and wiclhiare
Waltier - after the wutterly splendid newe Lhat the Megiment 15 to te
saves.

AL aliout 16€4%3hrs a4 mezsaye was flashed on tao the MANPLR
ferminal tw Lhe affect that The Hecretbtary of Htate had announced
that lwn amalgamations were not pgoiny ¥o take place after all. One
was s with thoe STACFORDS and thoe wlhor was The Roeyal Seots wilh The
Hings Own SCuttzsh Doardersrs.  Everyone was ecstatic with ercitement
and we inpoediztaly uvake ospun chhampagne at the 170%hrs Conference.
After Lot the fTicers went toe the Mece and the celebratioans
ztarted.  Rickarg Waltver and @ sad &0 leave at 183Unrs as we had
promised e go oul for the nignt alreacy. Richard ang 1 stayed the
night with Claire and Raobiortao.

Gadly it «eems to bave been confirnmed that Ted SKinner anu
Derek Arneld, two British mercenarties, bhave been shol — apparently
Ly the cide bhey weeo working Toe. Detarls are a little hazy but ot
saews that Mujanaddin Vorces tied thew up and then shot them i1n the
face - ane Chrowvgh Lhe forehead and Lhe other through the mouta,
Vhelr Do ies wore agparsntly thrown inmto a stream. I nave
Martin Forgrave Yo snvestigate Turither.,

Thursday 4 Fabraary 0018883‘

Today was a Tairly routine vufFfice-type day untit abiout 14 s0hiera
when 7T was $old that Lhe HYD wanted to see wme

askKer

eyaently in Hated
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Vitewr, T went down there and met tantic, President of Vitez, He
tols wa (interestingly) that he tacught ail military camnaniders
shou.d be 'sachked? as Lhey were tired and didg not seem to aave the
arswer i Lo anythuing here. I warned mim Lo takez care!

Danax Kordlch wanted (o cee me Loo. tle was 1n Buscavaca and
co T eravelled there tno lwcal BYD HR., Kordich and I agreed that I
shaould 7o bto Katici and Merdani where there was serious Fighting., |
checked with Merdan on The Yelephone and ke thought it was a ngooid
rdea taws  OR and twuo other WARRIURS were positiconed cubsides HUO (O
aril L took oft towards Hatizl.

We bad Lo gn Houtn of the River but-could not cross a very
amili oridge over ¢ tributary. Aad so aivter sowme daliberation |
fopcen Lhe River and covlinued nip a2 very nareccw cwad un ice. We
went through some MY positions and a4 single shoet rang out - 1t
coancd quirte cluse Lo my head., T conbinuerd feacing ornly ene WNARRTUN
- tho other T had lLeft at the Ford., A Few minutes later there was a4
fusillave of fire- another cuntact. We reached Habic: but not
Merdani. HKaticl was fheld by Lthe Croat and Meriddany by Coe Muslima.

I turned around in o« cchool yard because the road waes getting
wpussinle tho pass along. fatici amd Merdani ool luewked an a mess.
There were many Yires end lots of riring.

On the way back Syt Kujaviniki's WARRIOR somersaulted of T the
raacd. Tt was filmed by Hate Adie who had come uonn ue Ly chance.
Luckily nobody was hurt. 34t Kujavinski set to releacving averyon
with a vengeance. The driver was the only person we were really
worriesd about as we Jdid not get an inmediate respoaze feom win.  Bot
qe waz OK.  Ae we were Jealaing witrn the matter 2 real oid Tireright
starbod up Eae valley and a LE.7mm automatic weagoca started fue ing
frem oues 10Tt bichane paszing gquils close over waur eans. Having
simmana:d an ambulanve and racovery racea 1 oevstablishe) the secand
WARRIOR up with Gyt Kujiavirnski and left him for the noyhé. 1
aririved back in Viteaz al 190Ghrs,

Friday o February

At 1000hrs Jeremy Fleming, EUMM Monitor, chasrec a meetl:ing
conasisting of Blaskic, Mardan, lris Witbtwer, Jaso de i1a Motz and
myseli Lo cons.der Lie state of Llhe teasefire, I decined that
Tervwy nuyht to chasr the meeting rather than myself - Lthis was a
miotake as he st did not yel down to things.  (no the end (Ut was 1
whe suyested that we nuaoded to do something now - net ballkk vaguely
of training a police farce al a leler dale. ] suyygectod:

U ZHESHIRC shouldd sabtrol the waillages of Hatecr and Merdani
betwaen 600 - [7350hre tuday and OPQ0 - [20unis tomorprow.

IV thnere was calm at L3E0Ohrs tamorraw bhen tivz BVG shand
Jismantle the Zenica Barricanse under ocupr provectison,

Tnis scemmd to fFind peneral agreement and so [ olso sugyested
that U take Merdan ¢o Merdan: so that he coula explain all this to
the Rosnian Army defonders. This was agreed foo and wo afber the
meeting I returned Lriefly to Vites hefore setting off te paow
Merdan wup Ffrom HO 3rd Cores in Zenica.

Wwe caunld nol appraasch Merdanit from the Sast 4no so ] apcLiz2c
to 1o o feam o cho West - retracing my steps across bite mounbatn road
- t
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vehicie and Rebart Fogs (BRRU landrover) drave into first Hatici and
Ehien Merdand . ft wan a b1t *wibble-wobble? yoing 1n - particularly
as we orossed Trom Katici (Creat) to Merdani (Muslim). Howewsr
{there was no real firing at all. There was a Lurst of Tiring
whiisc Mardan was talking in Merdani - but nuwherz near us.
Apparently the Ro-.nian firmy has 1¢st % soldierse kKilleo in Merdani.
On rekurning sowcone Tared a shob at us as we waere manueuvreing
after we nad Laven & wronyg Lturning. At leasc fliase L oy tne
propnsal seens to he aff to some sort of start. T am not hoperful
tnatl 2t wall waerk. o

Merdan alan helped with lhe recovery of the two British

meraanarias? bodives.  They are mow in Zenica Hospttal Morgua2. The
wara iz ftnal they were wlindfoldes and then «hot reperatedly in the
back - noc the haad as: previowsly repoerted.

Teday 1 lewir selivery of my Landrover Discovery from Doug
Hoteton., WO & Lawsan has picked it up from Split - very nice tuoe.

Saturday 6 Felbruary

Thie mor-niny at J1Q0Ohrs T waw at the Lwgistics Centre in
Travaik far a maetinyg with the Commander and other 'worthies'. I
trigefed them on the situation as T saw it and I also mentioned the
posstixiiity of line crassing to bring in UNMHOR suppiics from Banja
Lura.  Thiz dis & oreal possibility now and Jose Maraa Menduluce may
weill accampany the firsh convoy across between 8 - i4 iebruary.

Beba i= tryinyg Lo Tix up & meeling witnn Lthe locel Bosnian Serb
irmy commanders on monday worning. With luck he will sucneed and 2t
will be the last thing I do hefore T depart own R & R.

Thnis eveninyg the Archie Hamilton, Min AF, and the Adjutant
General (Ramshattoum) visited. They arrived at abaout 1800kee and e
had a brieting ¥ollowed oy drinks {(Sergeants Mess) anag burffet supper
Wwith the officers. The RAdjutant Goneral talked abwni alinwances atce
and gave a prodictahlie line out.

Bunday 7 February

A Fairly gquiet day for me at least. The most amportant
thing was the Philip Jeanings seems €0 have yot tihe Zenica roas open
at last. T Jaost DM30 because I could net believe 1bE would he Jon
today. 1 was ylad to be proved wronyg.

Iin the eveniag [ gave a dinner party for Deunic lastetnez’s
Farswall. To 1¢ he tavited Claire and Rath (the Lanacian woman 1n
ICRECY . Jeremy “leming alnc jorned us.

Monviay 3 February
Today I am going down te Split te join the R & R packagoe.
T

But hefure I Jda sa intend € cross the Serbian linve to talk to
thenm albiouts

Not shelling towns.
Tie praposed UMICR Convey fram Banja Luka.
Noet oatuaswing UN O (we ather tntiernationais vehic leos.

Zantainued t1adison meetbings.

" 0018989¢
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I Ju not intend o canlinge trie aiary Juersng my R & # ang 1t
will ra-commence when 1 retuarn.

Saturday. &0 February

I arrived back from R & R last nmight at midnight fHavinpg taken
A hours 45 minutes to travel from HQ BRITFOR in Split - not a bad
Sime. My Discovery was awaiting my return and so after a hrief tain
with Andrew Cumwing I travelled up tere.

Decpite a Tew incidents Loe situwatren 1< pgenerally more stab.e
than when 1 lefv. 1In Tuzia an idintic TACAE Team ny Marines have
advanced beyend Halesz and were engaged by & Serbian finti Tank
Weapon which destroyed the front end of the vehiols with its firs
round. By extreme Juck the maring. were not bLadly anjured - Lthey
evacuata2d - and then 4 Furthse ftwe round deslireaysd Lhie vehicle.
Since then they aave been e«pelled Tram Bosnola oy GOMEBRITIOR. (n
Gornji Vaknf we fava tad o open fire & tuwbal of toreoe times - Wost
arobably ai the V0. The Lommigsiun continues o meet and 1 am to
chair a agebing owf % Tamarraw,

I cvent most of Laday getting back up fto speed ang had a
formal oriafing frem G 2and G2, Brian Watters ts lere now. Tinm
Farl has done a yocd job and has held the rang very well.

Sunday 21 February

The main poini af taday wae 2 meeling of the Coocrdinating
Commititae in Kakanj. Tim Park had suggesterd that [ charr 1. Tne
puint of the meeting was ta hear a report of the Buscavaca
Coamission, Enver Hadzibasanovio and Tinomir Blaseixk were there as
well an the whole ECHMM Team.

y

b

We met in the French Engineer's Battalion Barrascks at 1&800Rrs
and [ ran the meeting raitrly stictly 1n terms of time. 1 didn?*t
want it to last over-longs; the lasl ame had apparently taken U
houwrs. (Fros the m2eting [ got agreement to witndraw Lhe two vehicle
aveckpoint we have baod o the Zenica Read. That 1. Ltne Jast
checkpoint remaved and [ aw guite pleased. Tho rest o the meebing
was Tairly mundane and we had a Press Conterence at tne eng of 1t -
For lacal consumption.

vy an Watters hoad come with me and so we Lowk the circuwitous
vrrankd back - having tea with Claire Podibielski in Zenmica. As we
latt Claire’s flat the vehicle toow ofF si1deways down the hill. 1t
was vary dodgy driving back and indeed my ’propaer? landrover nas nad
a4 aad crash fullowing the meeting. 11 three iavs de 1t are neecing
haspital tpaatment. $sa consequence all non essantial vehacle
woavement LHas NuWw een Laphed.

It gquite stranye what somelimes happens. Cpl Burns, who was
involved in the sheooting incident at $he Bulk Fuel Unit just barore
I went on R & R, has Just had gurte o« large lump ofF bullet dup aut
of hic wkull. AY che time 1t way assumed he had scraped Mimsalt and
the woeund had veen zewn up. But apparently a richochet must have
gune up iaside nis a2lmat and todged under pis skin. Yt seemed to
be thne size of a4 pea when 1 <aw 24 and so I wonder aboul uur Juoturs
orTaAsecnally. Why duant bt o Lthey spot that ane”

Mounday &8 February 00189897

The weather i3 oppalling and all the raoads are almnut
impassable. T Pmave baonsd all noen evseontial movemant
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wauld Sp crazy Lo du s,

However I did take ¢ whort Ledp intoe fenica myself. 1t tank
aver an pour to yet there alonyg the main road. En route [ spoke to
the MU0 cheekpornt  just heyond ihe Huscavaco turneiy. They were
petrified and so I aorderaed that we reassume the tws wvehicle
checkpoint on the Zenica Road. Philip Jennings woerked hard all day
to keep the Kisnljak Road wpen as well. Hordich in Buscavaeso says
that he did nnt ogree with Blascik and that we snould keep our
checkpoint on the road. Obviowusly the HUD does not work with ane
vorce av ail.  The HVUUD 16 buszcovaca scoemed frightened by thne thougnt
ot weiny oncieclad by Muslims.

Roddy Cardy-S:mpeon came to vielt this atternnon. We
discussed Tuzia; ne told me that there was great British pressure
for us Lo withdraw from €. I said I knew it toaw fsut wanted tn
stay. He suggesied that he may have o gput The tCanadian Rattalion
un there in about 4 weeks tame. We also talked abiont radundanciesn.
Roddy was garticularly upsa2t aboubt the prospect of Mike Cornwall
seing made redunidanty 1 sgree.

Mark caily of BRO faoio turned up 1n Lhe cariy evening. He
i oan interview with me and then 1 invited him ke skay the mnight -
witsct ne d1d in owmy housc.

Tuesday 33 February

This marning a Duteh captain had his Mercedes Jeep hijackern
it the YVitez byoass. A BGolt avertoock him and then blocked his
gragress. Twoe smen, 11 seni-unaforw, stepped out with Haleshnibevs,

They approacned the car and ordered him out. He ad locked the
dours and so fhey smashed in the waindow, hilting thne captain aon the
side of tn2 nead with the putt of 2 rifle tn the process. Thay
pulied nim cul and steie tiie vehic.e. The whofle incident ceocourred
at 03245hrs — it was a4 hell of a cheek.

%

"

T wae down al the gerage having snow chains and UN 1nsignia
fixed to my vehiele at the time. When 1 was informed I returned to
the Schoo) where T spoke to the captain and 1mmediately went dowa ta
Hotel Vitez., Thers I complained (nicely) to a military police
fofficer?. Niterwards 7 took Lhe raptain taclt to DBuscnvaca and
spoke Lo Jan D2 Beer. 1 do not blawme the officer at ally he was
cleariy saaxern un by the experience.

Airter lunch I went with Martin Forgrave to see Marino Cerkoz
iri WNove Travnik., There I cpoke o the HVO Police Chief — he seemon
ta be fairly switechal ong Mario wasn’t there. It seems the thieves
may well be local Mafiag in fact I'm faarly cvertaun they are. Fhe
vetizcles usz2d by the hijaclers are fFrequently seun osulside the *'RHI
Capone Cafe! in Vilex; oslranpge coircidence that -~ mayue tie naming

af the Tarfe was no’ a coinnidernce chough. 00189898

Wednesday 4 Felraary

This morning the B & R flaght T «houwld have returned LIpeen
arrivaed.  Thus Alan Akraham, Martyn Yhaemas and W 2 Lawson are back.
I started in the 0ffice and Filopovich, HVYD Comrmander
callad in t3 sew me. Wa Spoke 4 1ot abeut the lost vehicles. Me
stressing Yhal I dhidn®i dhank 1t was the HVD Lul Gangsters -~ and ae
anrering tnat. 1 anked ruor nis assistance in yetting
JaLH. b wen?t we cacy Lnough.

in Travhnilo,

L venilcies

W3 & Laweon anog ¥ Lravelled cntes Zenica
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in briedity at TZREC and thereafter

Mata. 7
hoscpital 1n Tanica using ane of

Tonot raw 16 The greot day
hardly leoking forwara to it as
nfficere ali swoldiers wiil Le
lave Faiw Park?'s fTarewell dinner
which ie jJust owwn the road.

o

[ Fear it will be very pad for
va.unteeres.
Tanight.
Androw Cumming cdme as well.

b UMHECR where
Alsa arranged for a chyld to be taken from Buscavaca to
oup

I saw Jose de la
landroavaer ambulances.

Reduntancy anncuncements. I'm
Theretore 1 docided to

Wa went to the Hobtel Bosha
(lver

thirty peoaple were present in all wvhich was a super turnoub.s

Thureday 795 February

This was a very black day.

The wufficers were the most dirfficult as

them were compuisory:
Roagdy Melauley (R IRTUENH) .

Redurndancics were to be atmaunced.

hours ~ and $ol:d Jak. lHe Lwaic 1t

Mext I want bwark €o tha QFfFicers

Simon Eilis -
him on toa tell Matthoew.
Him in his oo, T felt awful.
as bt was laaving hic howse,
Teiling the soliiers assembled i
they were all voluntoeeras.

araund, l.Later
PIMEFO House.,

yn the marning T

Too et away from it

whole ovreasian.
Friday & Fetbruary
» was cummoned to
Mamiziar’s
Yagoelavia. Murillon was there
Roddy Cordy-Siwpsan.
mads a shorl rather
properly.
were spevoral
3eemed to

typical

thousand refugees
nave been confirmed.

I hao set Fhnalip Jennings

reception.

pivkod np Martyr Thamas
my Oizeavery to ¢ poosiltiaon Weat
From there T drave tnte Turbe
Biba and Martin Morgrave.

-« kept an eye on Lie Lhree
comaitlsery reduandant for a while arid
W

n Lhe old moT

cQ

ey wel! bt waw
accommodation where I
confrrming hre voluniary redundancy -
Matthew jus% Jdidn't believe
Avter
Agaln

I had faorwr and three of

Matthew Dundic-Whatley, Jat Jakubowski and
[ went

tive Garege 1irsL - at 0830
rterrioly upset,
bumped unto
and then tuliing
it when T told
cauynt Rudady mMeLauley
terribly upset.
ool WAe #unh easier

that 7
Raddy was

sfficers whoe hacd Leen mave

all I Look Richard Waltier out to
11 thw Hose Cafe. We mat Claire

made sure Lhelr cnum. were
intervaiewed foar redia an the

lunch

Fodbinlski there which made the

tiseljak far
last visit before he handed over the UN job in
were all the %Htatf
Wa had coffee altogether and then Marillan
tov which Nambrar replied

tback as the ruamoars

ac

epeech
After that I had tuv rueir
abony

1800hrs as thics was General
Farmer
intlndilng

tinat tihere
toe cross over ithrough Turhe

tue task ol wrysntsang tue

(Qur roloe uivh Major Qiba
arder to help these poor unforlunate people over. 1
ard the Acting RSM

was to supervize a eceasefire 1n

drove to Vitez,
and then

(Marcival) Lok

aof Travnik where I met my WARKIOK.

to meot up with Fhalip

We CLook the tap road

Jenninys, Majer
icaainy to the

Karaula and at %he Besnian neny Srant Line had geome prooloms

icentify:ng woere Lthe Mines were
mMines Ly pusiting a Large plank
ientifived tive anty tank mines
then droave asrocs the Lines,
aleant 2 mrle we met up with the
There were five busloads
same Excaange Cummizolon poaplie

une tua Lbuses o fTake she poople
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dhirl

the cnow.
theaugh the snow.
made &
leaving the VWARRIORS behind.

Serba,

Bibva cieared trs
Evenbtually we
lane thraoauyh them. e
AT tar
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Aerass. Mo chance. Vhey onad o
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Wal<. Meanwhile hMartin Furgrave bcelpeo the Lerns recover a body
that had bren rotting since Decembery poar devil h2 was a real
state, About SO0 people had to make the walk. Boath the journaliste
and a1l aof uls were moved by what wa saw. I utiliced all the
lamirovers ton take Lhe old women and children acrose. We endecd up
carrying Wids anid bags. HWhen T got o Cthe Ffar side I stood on a C
Coy WARRION wo uze Lne radio and a heroian aniper took a snot at me
from Eae North. L orderow the turret toe Lravers? andg seck him out
- but alas no joy. ver the radio I urdered some Yoauwr bton vehiclex
to help with %the trancfor of refugzes over the linvs. tavanyg rdane
that 1 then walked back acrouss the lines to meet wpe with Martin
Forgravo., By tiis $L1me ancolhee @500 refugees, were waibing over on
the Ser b oade. Tt wase heorrific.e An «Xd Jdady wosn wn flavds of
t2ars, others had jgust given up,., Ge noved people as best we rconld
even pulting pesple on Lhe oonnsets of venicvles ano Lhevrr
puniess ions on Yne root. AfLar & whiis cha 4 Sanners (B5) turned up
aauw Lnat aclped & greoat Joal.
The Light was Teiling ano @ Jhough’ we would he very pressed
to get everyone across in fime. DBut amazingly we just aboat
managed it betore 1 woo completel, dark. T escorted the last
stragglers across on Fuot with sawe other people -- wzluding Chris
Marzrten, Yhe Families OFFficer, on o visit. A& daraness arrived Lhe
Firimg started and we worae engaygyed at Jeast thres Eivac: by aniuper:
Wioeh trece? rounds aver the last 600 melre: nr za. We hao to dash
from 2ovara to cover witn refageesa. Tt was not rusny.  When all
tne retugees were uver 1 ordereo L Goy Lo hit the wnipers 11 Lhey
tried engaying them again. Hadly they didn’t. Jnee aboard my
WARRIOR ayain ¥ %ravelled back to the main ruwad before transfering
to the NDiscovery for the journey naome.

THis was arubably the moet salisfying day of my tour oo far.
Trieg we 27 Baoen anstramental in othnie cleansing but 1% wonla
have nappened anyway. ~ernaps we nade it less paintul han 1%
might nave heen ana passiosly - by haing quick about 14t - we zaved
fives.

Monday 1 March

haven't wanaged to devote time to this diary *ot a few foyw
oy nat Lecaus? T haven't had tihe time but simply Because [ nou
Trttio to say. The repercussions ofF bringing o6 many peaple across
Lthe lines have been very good - a 1ot of Favouranlie {"ress conment
anu Yhanks from BHC.

Ltast nmignlt I gave filan Abraham in Turla autihoraiiy Lo take a
UNHCRZTURC racee to a pocdet of teapped Muslims —~ apparently about
to Tall yntoe Serbtyan control. Tl seems a bit *Mrckey Mouse? al the
moment but we shall swee.

flastair Duncan and hic 1 PWO Recee Team are back herej they
are? alright - eswvecially Alastair. Radly it seens woe may have Lo
witrdraw fraom Tuzlas Lhe Canagians are going Lo be grven 2% and 1 do
not Ehink we will bue yetving a compensating challengoe. Going to
Banja Lana ceems almocty imposeible. Rodoy Cordy-Simpson wants us to
estakli-h a strangleimld wvor the Vitez - Kizeljak Vailley - posswele
3s a Dompany tasi. T"m ot e happy at that as we wheuld be able Lo
do Chat with a plateoon, RBut there 15 1ittle U can o0 about tt. PRu
BRITFOR have ygiven clear sigonals tur a lony taiwe now fHhat we
get cuit of Turla. BHE fas Finally vdectrded o Kake them
and put (he Canscian: into the YJoewel tn my cruwn!.,

'_'\hnjll‘. Ij
up ono LU
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Tuesday 2 March

I waited for quite a while tn discover whether there was guing
to be a refugee crossing over from Turbe today. By 18@0hrs it
became fTairly ohvious that this was not goiung to take place and so
I took Alistair Duncan and Chris Coates with me on a tour of Zenica.
En route I discovered an Equie Libre Cunvoy stopped by the HVOD
Checkpoint on the Zenica Road. I told the Checkpoint that they had
ny rigfht te stoup the Convoy and escorted it onwards to the Vissoko
Rnad — where it was bound. I think the problem was that the drivers
were locals — the usual excuse.

In Zenica we went Tirst to the UNHCR where Roisin {an Irish
girl) entertained us in her flat to beer. Arfter that we saw Jose de
la Mota and a Canadian Lt Col on attachment to UNHCR called John.
Kim was there too. We went to ICRC where we saw the nurse Claireg
she had had a message that ttere was to be a refugee crossing at
Turbe tomorraw. We shall see.

Wednesday 2 March

Today the Coordinating Committee for the ECMM Commission were
dur to meet at 11@0@hrs in Vitez. I say ‘were’ because there was a
total cack—up and Tudor Ellis failed to picked u the 3rd Corps
Commander - instead picking up someone else. But it was not just
the the 3rd Corps Commander; he was accampanied by the 4th Corps
Commander and two representatives of the Busnian President's
Government — including his Military Advisor. I sacked Tudor for it
- but reinstated him later!

The meeting itself went off alright — I chaired it and we
dealt with the usual type of business. Roads were to be cpened and
rights 2f passage were to be guaranteed etc. Meanwhile the Bosnian
Serbs had decided that ethnic cleansing on a grand scale 1like a few
days ago wés probably noat quite such a good idea. The Refupee
Crossing at Turbe was off — I suspect for adverse publicity as a
result of the last time reasuns.

Now we have been told to withdraw from Tuzla starting on 6
March. I am very unhappy about that as I consider that was the
primary point of our mission and it has now been taken away. I have
veiced my disquiet considerably and now must just get on with it.
However I do think we have been sold a lemon!

Thursday 4 March

Alan Abraham, based 1n Tuzla, is concerned about the exact
handover of the operational area there. He feels that it is too
tricky to hand aver at the moment. RAlso he believes that toc many
resple, like UNHCR and UNMOs, are operating in rather a non-sensible
way. I took bath these points with me to Kiseljak when I visited.
2&though Roddy Coardy-Simpson was not there (picking up CINC BROR
frad Sarajeve) I spoke to Fetre Leentjes about cur concerns. We
agreed that the handover would take place when Alan and his Canadian
cppusite number were happy — there was no strict timetahle.

fAlistair Duncan accompanied me to Kiseljak and we had a very
pleasant time with Victor Andreav and his assistant Tricia Kierney.
Victar is a Russian whilst Tricia is American. They seem to get on
very well together and I invited them both toe come to Vitez for a
party. Victor wants to talk to me about a job with the UN,

In the evening Alistair Duncan, Eriuan Watters, Richard

00189901
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Waltier and I went aut to dinner at Claire Podbielski’s hcouse. 1t
was a lavely dinner party.

Friday 5 March

The day started with me picking up General Sir Charles Guthrie
and Major General Anthony Dennison-Smith from Kiseljak at @B43hrs.
Guthrie is CINC BAOR and Dennison~Smith is GOC 4 Armd Div - and our
Boss on return from Bosnia.

We drove back to Vitez and there they had a briefing. Guthrie
was most impressed by our level of knowledge of the area. We tvured
Camp and thereafter I toock both generals down to Gornji Vakuf. The
journey was guite difficult because of the ice. On return I took
the generals intn Turbe where we had a meeting with Leiko, and
surprisingly Colonel Filipoviteh (HVO). They really enjoyed that -
especially as there was a little bit of mortar and small arms fire
pvident., Whilst the generals went to the WO and Sgts Mess [ went
back into Travnik to the BiH HQ where they were having a farewell
party for Martin Forgrave. Beba was there and teld me the the
Bosnians intended to give me a 'Golden Lily? - whatever that is. I
returned to Vitez at about E23Bhrs and rejoined both generals for
supper in the Officers Mess. Bed was achieved at about midnight.

Saturday & March

Sadly at about @130hrs Lance Corpoaral Rocke (R IRISH) shot
himself in the head. He was apparently larking around with a rifler
and said — watch this before firing. It's a very great tragedy.
What a shame. Richard Waltier woke me to inform me of the facts.
There was little that could be done.

At B72@hrs I took the generals to Kiseljak and they flew off¥
to Redoubt. Whilst in Kiseljak I learnt that Muourillon had been
successtul in getting to the Cerska Pocket with Alan Abraham, we
were to stay in Tuzla (Morillon didn’t like the plan) and our
boundaries have been slightly adjusted to include Tomaslavgrad.
This was gond news alothough I think we may have to pasition a
platooen at Temaslavgrad un pressure from HE BRITFOR.

I had lunch with Doug Houston and Bill Tyas, as well as
Claire, in the Cafe Haorse. AFfter that Doug, Bill and myselr sought
cut the manager of the Vitez Explosives Factary in order to get some
explosives for the Zenica and kakanj Coal Mines. We seemed to be
successful.

In the evening I went out to H@ 3rd EBiH Corps for dinner with
a whale lonad of pewple including Doug and Bill.

Sunday 7 March

I wrote to Mrs Racke, mother of Lance Corporal Rocke, who
accidentally shot himself the night before last in the morning. At
1130hrs we held a commemoration service for him; the boys seemed
mighty depressed about it all and so I gave a pep talk at the end of
it all -~ including the fact that I was a little bit angry with what
had tappened. Certainly I do no feel responsible - unlike the death
of Lance Corporal Edwards.

In the aftternocon I wrapped myself away and started to think
about honours and awards.

00183302
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Mornday 8 March

Alan Abrahams seems to be having a 'ball? on the far side of
the lines aruund-Tuzla. He's still nver in Zvornik negotiating with
the Serbs about the release of refugees/wounded from Cerska - and
duing so very well indeed.

Down here I took Brian Watters into Zenica for a run around
today. We started by visiting the ECMM in the International Hotel
in Zenica. The new Ambassador was not there - he's gone to Tuzla.
After that we went to ICRC where we had a coffee with Iris. Finally
we visited UNHCR where we discussed a system of traffic control
around the village of Milankavici. We agreed to establish something
by 1EQ@hrs tomorrow. Brian suggested that we use the majurity of
what is required from Tuzla -~ B Sgqn 9/1&8L. That makes sense.

In the afterncon I toock same time off and had a bath in my
house. I got Pte Jones to fill up a 'puffing billy' so that there
was encough hot water. I alsc told the mess staff that they were to
get the hot water system going ASP. Brian Watters came over too and
looked tc see if he wanted to move into my house. He will)l probably
doa so later in the month; it’s up to him.

Duripg the evening I had dinner with John Adlam and Claire
Podbielski in The Horse Cate at Zenica. John's a really nice mang
he's just got married.

Tuesday 9 March

This morning I started by going to a crash site. The MRG
Wrecker whilst dragging a Dutch truck went aver the side of the
viaduct at the Sarajevo BiH Checkpoint. Botth vehicles dropped about
35 feet into the River. Buth British soldiers -~ there were no Dutch
in the vehicles — were injured. Amazingly enough they were not too
badly hurt. We have been exntremely lucky with vehicle accidents so
far. I met Merdan and his ECMM Team whilst there; he was on his way
ta complete ECCM business.

By chance alsa two UNHCR vehicles passed by and in the first
was Karin Landgren, UNHCR Chief of Mission for Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Andre was with her. I invited the whele team te Vitez
for a briefing and lunch. They arrived at 1130hrs and we took them
through a standard briefing; followed by drinks and then lunch in
the Officers Mess.

In the afternoon I went to see Santic, Fresident of Vitez. He
wanted to discuss contracts and thus Mike Winstanley had to come
alnng as well. In short the Town's President wants a few ancmolies
to be cleared up — particularly the water supply, the road to be
?repared for tarmac and alsa to be cleaned of mud.

After the evening conference at 1700hrs 1 spoke to Robert
Fraser, Equerry to HRH The Prince of Wales. RApparently the
Commander of the UK Field Army has laid down that HRH must nat go
further than The Redoubt Camp. His visit will take place on 16
March and he will arrive there between 1308 - 143@hrs. Brian
Watters is to travel to Redoubt to discuss the programme tomorrow at
124Qhrs.

Wednesday 10 March

The CSE Show arrived last night and spent the hours of
darkness drinking in the Officers Mess. They seem a good lot and
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obviously needed to sleep late this marning. Brian Watters took off
for the Redoubt to recce what needs to be done with the Equerry to
HRH. Foar ny part I did a session of Orders followed by a briefing
to the CSE Show personnel.

Rfter lunch I toak the CSE Show Starf toe Travnik and Turbe.
All was very quiet there and we had no problems whatsonever. In the
evening the Show itself started at 1938hrs. David Coperfield, a
comedian, was the 'Star? but most people were watching the girls.
Because the CSE Show had spent last night in the Officers Mess, the
Show adjaourned to the Sergeants Mess on this weccasion.

Thursday 11 March

This morning at 184Qhrs Ranger King from B Coy picked up a
‘device in Bistrica. It explonded, apparently as he threw it away.
He now has several injuries, his balls, arm, chest and head have
been penetrated. A small ball bearing seems to have guone through
his head and might or might not have gune out the other side. I
bave seen the X Raysj the ball bearing entry point shows most
clearly. He was CRSBEVACED by SERKING from here at 171Shrs having
travelled here from Gornji Vakuf. What a foeol he appears to have
been — ance again we have to leparn old lessans.

Personally I vigsited ICRC and UNHCR taday. We had a
non-meeting at UNHCR. It was pointless because everyone was getting
inta a twitch about the movement of explosives for no pointj local
trucks could and will take explosives to the mines in Kakanj and
Breza. We do not have to make difficult decisions.

Friday 1& March

I had to attend a seminar at HQ BHC today - yet General
Morillon was still in Srebrenica. His Deputy General Prado
ran it — or rather tried to run ther meeting. He had great
problems because of his very poor English! The seminar was much
better ttan last time and included presentations on the political
developments, UNHCR coperations and tfuture plans. Arfter that each
Rattalion Cammander gave a short presentation on his Battalion.
Maost of us were very short and to the point ~ which was great.

I spoke te Victor Andreev about a job and he suggested that I
might be graded as P3 or P4 ~ apparently there are about 7
subsidiary grades in each P category. Victor wants me to go and see
him separately about it all; he seems quite hopeful that something
can be found for me.

As soon as I got out of Kiseljak en route back I discovered
that Alan Abraham in positicen south of Zvarnik was in considerable
trouble. ©Shell fire was incoming and very clusey indeed a
considerable number of Muslaims (blocking him in) had been struck.
The situation got worse and worse until am UNMO vehicle and the
Wrecker dragging a SULTAN were also struck — killing 1@ people. At
thiuv point Alan decided that enough was enough and broke cut. He
spent the night in Zvornik. T must say I will be very grateful to
see him back in Tuzla and safe.

Saturday 13 March

Alan Abraham was suppowsed ¢to get on the back of OP CABINET and
recrass the lines. There was a minor hick-up to start with and he
didn’t get away from the Zvornik Bridge with the OF CARINET
vehicles. Eventually though things started to work and he was able
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to get back to Tuzla by 1630hrs. Alan has done very well indeed and
I hope I will be able to get him some suitable recognition for all
he has done. We shall see.

It seems though that General Morillon is stuck in Srebenica -
surraunded by Muslims wha refuse to let him go! I should think he
will get out eventually but he's giving the Staff at Kiseljak
considerable nightmares by his escapades at short notice.

Sunday 14 March

Quite a quiet day all round. I spent most of the day in
Zenica and even went for a walk in the hills. Whilst I was away the
UNHCR Convoey from Zagreb via Fanja Luka was cancelled - again.
Morillon is still in Srebrenica - now issuing instructions like he
will stay there until his conditicns are met etc. We shall see.

Monday 15 March

Today I decided to tackle the problem of the Mafia in the
Vitez/Travnik area. I went tn see President Santic and the main
players in Vitez to complain strongly about the latest vehicle to be
hijacked ~ an IRC vehicle on saturday night from outside a house in
tawn. The Town notablews were obviously very upset about it all and
were doing all in their power to control such things. After a 1ot
of discussion I agreed to put the Standby Platoon intoe Vite:z
orccasionally. Alse I discovered that the Head of the Mafia was
named Andric Zarko. He ovperates from a Cafe about 2 miles west of
Nova Bila Schnol., From the meeting I drove there directly to
discover that I had just missed him. I asked the Cafe persannel to
tell Zarko that I wanted to see him at 168@83hrs this afternoon and
would be back.

After that I went intn Zenica to visit ICRC and UNHCR. The
UNHCR (Turbe) Convey has been cancelled again. This is about the
sixth time.

When I returned to the Cafe Boba at 16@Bhrs Zarko still had
not arrived. 1 arranged a return visit at 1L83@hrs and this time
they went and got him for me. Through a lacal interpreter
(careful) 1 explained that I was fed up with hijackings and it had
to stup. I told him that I wanted the IRC vehicle and UNHCR
vehicle fuor that matter back. I also said that I had given my
snldiers instructions to shoot if stopped! This thug (3@-ish)
listened and I think took note. He asked to meet me tomorvow but I
said I couldn’t. EHErian Watters could ga. Andric Zarko is Head of
Folice in Travaik and Movi Travnik! We shall see what happens now.

Mike Lewinson and a girl called Sheila (slightly Chinese)
turned up for the night fraom the UNHCR. We had a party in the Mess
to which we invited Claire and Francoeis from ICRC in the evening.
Everyone stayed in my house.

Tuesday 16 March

My houseguests departed at about @81i5hrs and then I prepared
to gn to Redoubt -~ where we were due to meet HRH Prince Charles at
13@&hrs. Travelling in the Discovery and landrovers the party from
Vitez included Martin Thomas, Chris Leyshan, Richard Forde—~Johnson
and RSM Stevens. We made fairly good time until we came to the |
maeuntains south of Prozor where a WARRIOR had slipped off the track
tecause of ice. The recovery took scme time and was not complete
betore the end of the visit. Naonetheless we had twe WARRIORs, two
SCIMITARs and the landravers as a backdrop.

Lo 00189905




1t

HRH arrived on time and we briefed him after the Sappers had
had him for 2@ minutes. Thereafter I toock him down the ranks aof
soldiers for about half and hour before we had lunch altogether in a
big Mexi Shelter. HRH was very embarassed that he was not able to
make Vitez - I told him that I had been very rude to the MOD about
it all.

After the visit ended I travelled back to Vitez and met up
with Brian Watters. Whilst I had been away he had been to interview
Andric about the missing cars. No joy so far but Brian felt there
was still some hope. Andric blustered a bit.

Wednesday 17 March

Today was St Patrick®’®s Day and the Irish Contingent were to
celebrate in true style. However before things started the Dutech
Minister of Defence visited us with Jan De Bger. We briefed him on
sur situation here and then entertained him to some drinks in the
Officers Mess. The visit seemed to be a particular success.

St Patrick?s Day started with a Parade at which Andrew Cumming
presented Shamrock to the assembled Irish masses. After that LCpl
Claary (the Piper) led the parade to the Junior Ranks Club far a
little whiskey et al. It was quite a nice party with nobody
mishehaving.

Andrew Cumming, together with Clive Newell and his replacement
Keith Craig, stayed overnight. I took the to the Horse Cafe for
Dirner. Sadly Beth (the Canadian girl) was ill otherwise both her
and Claire would have joined us too.

Thursday 18 March

I went up to Tesan) today. We left in the Discovery at
2930hrs and toonk 2 hours to pget there — a short hold-up becaude of
mud en route. South of Tesan) we met up with John Ellis and Matthew
Dundas—Whatley before proceeding into the Tawn accompanied by
Cnlonel Yosic. There we had a meeting with Halibasic and Yassie, I
wanted to clear up a few points., First I wanted to re—establish
free entry to Tesanj for all UNHCR, ICRC and UN vehicles; the joint
checkpoint at the South of the Town had previously insisted on an
escart. I don?’t think they were trying to be too difficult but it
was a bore. This was agreed. Second I wanted John Ellis to spend a
few days attached tc Halikasic's Headquarters; particularly to check
tohe claim that the BSA were flying in the area. Finally I
challenged Halibasic's men to a football match. We parted at about
1430hrs and I drove inton Tescanj where I met up with Claire
Padbielski and a new ICRC representative called Diane. We shared
some cuoke together and then we returned to Vitez.

In the evening I went locking far John Adlam in the
International Hotel. I wantaed to get a UN application fnrn off himg
as well as deliver some mail. He was not there.

Friday 19 March

Taday I was meant te fly to Tuzlas; the French were going to do
the job, But because of all the performances in Eastern Bosnia,
Kiseljak ordered that the flight should not take place. Instead I
stayed around Camp and entertained the new Commander of UN Forces in
the Forwmer Yugoslavia. He was Swedish, Lieutenant General L E
Wahlgren; and what a ball of fire he didn'’t turn out to bLe!
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After lunch { and Wahlgren had departed) I drove inte Zenica
and visited the ICRC. Srebrenica has now received its first UNHCR
Cunvoy since Novemeber and so perhaps things will start te cala down
~ although now a No Fly Zone is about to be anncounced I think.

Saturday £@ March

1 went to Turbe this morning principally toe see what the
situation was like as I hadn’t heen there for some time. I taok
Leike 200 cigarettes and gave RBeba (who was there tool). a bottle of
Martell., Apparently the shelling has increased but Leike had only
lost one man killed in the last week. I discussed with him how I
might cross the line to implement any peace agreement. Basically 1
might cross with WARRIOR and head either far the Vlassic
Headquarters or Donji Vakur. Beba gave me a huge great hunting
kn1fe which everyone said was excellent. It*s not really my style
though. There was some small arms fire around Turbe.

At 11329 Jean Luc, the new Head ICRC Delegate, arrived. He was
briefed in the Intelligence Section and themn a group of ICRC
personnel and selected officers had lunch together in the Officers
Mess. After lunch I went off to the UNHCR Party in Zenica with
Claire and Heth. The Farty was not too Qood and so I left fairly
early.

Sunday 21 March

Gereral Sir John Wilsey, new CINC UKLF, was due to visit
today. I went to Kiseljak and picked him up for 1180hrs. He was
accompanied by Rrigadier Charle Vyvian, Jamie Daniells and Peter
Hearson — as well as Andrew Cumming and Richard Barrens. We
travelled back down the Kiseljak Valley and I talked to him en
route., DOnce at Vitez I decided to take him across the lines as we
were monitoring a ceasefire meeting of the Exchiange Cemmission. I
put the General and his party into JULIET and we set off,

Matthew Dundas—-Whatley was across the line and sent back an
escort for as as we took the Narthern crossing point. The road
across was lttered with vehicles and looked very impressively -
warlike! I met the Serbs over there and requested a 3 Jday ceasefire
on wednesday, thursday and friday - these bkeing Muslim feast days.

I alsa pressed my request to go to Banja Luka again to a major.
After a while we returned. There was no firing whilst we were
there. After lunch in the Officers Mess and a quick visit to the
Sappers the General left for Kiseljak.

1 returned to Turbe in my Discovery and went across the lines
again. This time on the Southern Crossing Foint. We had to wait at
the Cafe Biffa for about 3@ minutes before the first UNHCR Convoy to
come via Banja Luka appeared. General Jerrie Hulme was with it -
ex—-Arny and working for UNHCR. We had to re-negotiate twe
minefields and remove a pile of scil with a CET tov get the canvay
through., I refused to allow the Muslims to search the convoy and
told them to stop pointing & 18.7 gun at the trucks and then we were
through. There was a little firing - one sniper round going over
anr heads. I led the convoy to Vitez and left it there. I also
brought over a family of Muslims in my landrover.

In the eveniung I had dinner with Claire and John Adlam in the
Horse Cafe — where we met up with all the UNHCR who had just crossed
the lines. The UNHCR Coanveoy gues back tomorrow.
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Monday 22 March

The UNHCR Convoy crossed over back into Bosnian Serb territory
with na hold-ups at all. That was very pleasing. Apparently
neither the Muslims nor the Serbs wanted it delayed and so it went
straight through again, UNHCR plan the next convoy for friday of
this week. Frian ran that coperation because I was due to fly ta
Tuzla (again).

I travelled down to Kiseljak in my Discovery. There Roddy
Cordy-Simpson briefed me on the developments in Tuzla - particularly
the fact that Morillon was doing his "thing? again. We needed to
sort things oent and he asked me tw do my best during ay visit. Bug
I could anly remain an the ground for about 45 minutes because of
the dangers from artillery.

Twos French Fumas were positioned on the sports field and I
touk with me Olivier (French Major), a Civail Affairs advigsor called
Mark, the RMO and RSM. Additionally two Legionaires travelled with
us. They would be respunsible for satellite communications back to
Kiseljaky strngely one wat a Scot and had been at universaity with
Matrk Weir.

We took off at 113@hkrs and travelled up the old rcute to
Tuzla until we dropped down osut of the mountains. The snow was
still there right at the toups but had largely gone elsewhere. Once
we started coming ourt of the mountainsg we travelled right on the
ground ~ especially as we approached Tuzla., Alan's Squadron has
been under gquite a 1ot of shellfire recently. If we'd put our
wheels down we could have landed. The French seemed very goaod
indeed.

We taxied straight to a WARRRIOR where Alan met me. Closed
down we travelled to his Headquartyers where I met Tom Malpas — the
excellent ECCM officer. I held a meeting where I established that
Alan, Qlivier, Mark and Tom were to be the actinn centre to sort
things out ~ particularly the business of repatriating about 72
Serbs. They ware to hold a meeting with UNHCR and ICRC immediately
and try to get lists of thoise that wanted to go te Zvarnik.

Ideally OP CABINET escoerting those that wished ta go was to take
place tamarrow — although I was quite pessimistic about the chances.
After 48 minutes Alan took me back to the Pumas where the Press
caught me foar a quick interview. We took off and returned to
Kiseljak. I was well satisfied. On return I debriefed myself to
Roddy Cordy-Simpsan whoa looks absolutely bushed. I was back in Vitez
by 143@hrs. The whole idea of heliucopters to Tuzla is a great
improvement I must say.

Tuesday 23 March

At @92Ghrs [ left Vitez in JULIET - baund for Vissaoko. I
wanted to visit Tom Gebirt and the Canadian Battalion, I had
arranged for Claire Podbielski to meet me there as she wanted to get
to know the UMPROFOR unit rtesponsible for Vissoko, Vares and Olovo.

In fact we joined up with her en route and travelled in semi convoy
an te the Canadian Battalion.

Tom BOebirt was hospitable and we also looked around the
hospital. I returned at lunchtime and had a really gond (hotd) bath
in my houuse this afternocon,

Wednasday 24 March

001899508
19

o



UL

This was rather a laid-—-back day in many ways. I decided to
venture into Zenica with Brian Watters at 1(1@@hrs. En route we
visited the Sappers as they did their recce (with lecal forces) to
clear the landslip on the main Zenica road. Apparently there is
atout 2081bs of High Explosive contained within the pile which was
ariginally conllapsed with explusives. The locals are going to
remave that before our Sappers get going on it,

In Zenica I visited UNHCR and also ICRC. Brian and 1 had
lunch in a local Pizza Restaurant before we returned to Vite:z.
During the affterncon I read through Alan Abraham’s rather harrowing
account of his experiences in the Cerska Pocket; the worst bit being
when a child had had it's head blown off whilst in it’s mothers?
arms. One of the things that strikes me is that there is a big
difference between the Cavalry and Infantry approach to casualties.

The Infantry seem to be more philosophical about such things whilst
the Cavalry do seem to get over emntional. I wonder if this is a
reflection aof Infantry Northern Ireland experience and the
domination ot pre-scripted Germany based exercises for the Cavalry
over the last 46 years or sa.

Thursday 295 March

I held an Officer Plot discussion with Hrian Watters and
Richard Waltier this morning. John Donnelly is to command B Coy
from ocur return until the end of the year. I drove into Zenica
during the afternoon and in the evening Brian, Richard and myself
went out te dinner at Claire's. Jean Lur and Beth were there toc.

I tharoughly enjoyed the followinmg extract from the Daily
SITREP today:

"R Coy is presently hosting sovme of our French UN colleagues.
It was reported this afternoon that a convoy of 9 Renault APCs
was heading towards BUGOIJNO. B Coy became suspicious as this
was obviously towards the front line. After heading off the
canvoy it was escorted to B Coy's location where it is over-—
nighting. The convoy contained two Lts, four Cols, and Gen
Kote, the 5 Star CINC Land Forces France. The General intends
te move to Sarajeve tomorrow. It is naot known whether he will
be using the same mrapreader, althcugh he is mare than likely
discard his Michelin Road Map and use Ordnance Survey maps
as issued by B Coy."

Friday 26 March

Apparently the French Party left Gornji Vakuf at @73@hrs but
they tosk until 143@hrs to reach Kiseljak. Maybe they did use the
same mapreader again!

For my part I went to a Commission Meeting today. Thebault,
the French ECMM Ambassador, chaired the meeting starting at
11@28hrs 1n The International Hotel in Zenica. It dragged on and on
and rapidly I learnt that I had made a mistake tn allow the
Ambassador to chair the meeting. All kinds of 'politicoes?! were
there and they all insisted on having the little speeches. In
despair I left at 14@@hrs and returned an 9@ minutes later - just in
time for it all to break up. None of the military commanders, and
the BiH had Comd ist, 2nd and 3rd Corps present, were too amused
about the length of time it all took = and neither was I. Actually
I said as much to the Ambassador. I will not be going te the next
meeting if it's like that.

Overnight the show has returned — wet and heavy. Amazing
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really; just as we had ordered shirt sleeve order. The roads are
in disarray again but at the moment the stuff isn't staying on the
roads. The only person who will be happy is likely to be

MacKenzie, the big brown bear, at the garage on the Vitez by-—-pass.

Saturday 27 March

RAndrew Cummning stayed overnight having driven (with extreme
difficulty) back from Tuzla where he had been staying with Alan
Abraham. He left at @9@Bhrs bound for Split ~ although the roads
still look pretty foul. First thing in the morning the road to
Garnji Vakuf was closed and the Sappers are daoing their best te apen
it.

1 spent a relatively quiet morning in Vitez Canp but then
travelled into Zenica to see Enver Hadzihasanevic, 3rd Corps
Commander leaving Vitez Camp at 121iShrs. It was a seriocus slivovitz
drinking session and I crawled out at 163@hrs. George Atard was
with me (the surgeon); he loved it all.

In the evening we had & superb party in the Mess with Thiery’s
band and the Regimental Dixieland Rand playing alternatively. Only
one person ended up kipping in my house despite many pleas for
overnight accommodation.

Sunday 28 March

Not much happened today ~ especially as we didn't realise the
clocks had gone back, thus making everyone an hour behind anyway. I
suppose it doesn’t really matter in Bosnia. I spent a quiet day.

Manday 29 March

I drave up to Maglaj to see Suleiman. I took George Atard
with me as he abviously thoroughly enjoyed the last session two days
agoe. In fact he had performed an operatiocn on his last return -
taking a bullet nsut nof the lkeg of amn ICRC driver who had been shot
in Zenica (Nepligent Discharge).

The jourmey up was fairly uneventful and quick. Tudoar Ellis
had his Platosn already in Maglaj and I drove straight into
Suleiman’s Headquarters. Sadly Suleiman had had a heart murmour
yesterday and he had fallen over. He needs leave desperately and so
I agreed to get his to Split -- his family are in Zagreb. Maglaj has
bheen quiet sine the start of the Ceasefire (12¥0hrs yesterday);
that's good. I discucsed the possibility of me crossing the lines
of conflict either North or South of Maglaj next week. [t seems
dangerous in rfold bloocd tut we shall do all we can to do it safely.

In the evening I khad dinner with Jean-Luc, Claire and
Jean—-faul Corboz whoe had come cut of Sarajeva. We dined in the
Horse Cafe and Jean—-Paul gaid. I had fixed his armoured Landrover
Safari earlier in the day. :

Tuesday 38 March,

This morning I decided it was probably time to go and talk to
Victor Andreev, Civil Affairs Advisar 1n Kisel jak, about the
passibilities of a UN job. 1 telephoned Victor and he said I should
go straightaway — which I did; arriving at 1@@2hrs. Unfortunately
Victor was bhoambed out with wark by the time I arrived and so [ just
left some OV material with him. He said ke wauld look at it and
thern we would talk; Victor offered me dinner and an overnight stay
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with him later. 1 also spoke to Roddy Cordy—Simpsony he has drafted
an insert slip for my report as he is due to go shortly. I
discussed the problem of awards and particularly the business of
Tuzla with him. He advised me not to put anyone up for anything if
I had the glightest doubt. Driving back to Vitez I saw Jean—Payul
Corbaz in Misel jak and stoepped for a chat. I thanked him for last
night.

s I was driving through Kacuni I re-positioned the two
armourad vehicles at the bridge there as they were not_.in tactically
sound locatioens. This led tu a row with the loucal Police (BiH) and
s [ gave in as I did not want ¢to jeapodise the agreement - so
fragile at the moment. At luunch in Vitex I met David, Deputy
Director of OXFAM3; he had commanded 1 DERR some 12 years age. I
vaguely recognised him. ’

I took JULIET into Turbe in the afternoon and there met
Leiko, Beba and Col Filopoaviteh. We discussed the ceasefire at

length - apparently 1t seems to be holding 1n Turke. Leiko
declared it to be 99% effective. There was some small arms fire -~
machineg gun - whilct we were there.

I had a long discussion with Lizzie on the telephone when I
got back. Things don't look too good for wus.

Wednesday 21 March

I started the day by talking on Radic 4's "Today®'® Progranmme at
2B45hrs., The thrust of the interview with Brian Redhead was ahout
Srebenica and British inveolvement in the operation — which wasn’t
tao much as RAlan Rbratham is simply doing an OP CRBINET type opening
of the Lines in order to facilitate the arrival of refugees.

By 100@hrs I was with Col Filipoviteh, HVO Commmander in
Travnik. We discussed things for about 90 minutes. He's a nice guy
and I felt a little bad that I had noet been to see him for so lang.
He suppested to me that he alsu had a 'Beba Salke' equivalent whe
might be in a position to get me across the Lines ~ particularly on
the Vlassic Feature. I said I would be very interested in this and
stated that I will send Matthew Dundas—-Whatley to arrange something.
The bottle of Martel I tock with me seemed to go down very well!

I was interviewed by 'The World at QOne! after lunch. Again
the subject was the same as earlier — about British involvement in
refungees coming out of the Eastern Enclaves. Later in the afternoon
I received a signal from Crerghton Wakelin saying I had gone down
very well on "The Breakfast Show?.

Tonight the *No Fly Zone® Resolution was passed and we now
have a 7 day perind of grace befare it is due to be implemented. It

15 directed only against air targets — but what if an active ground
radar acqnires a UN aircraft and possihly engages it? That’s the
ruf?

Tomourrow being April Focls Day we have published on Part |
Orders that the UN's shortage of funds has necessitated the non
issue of UN Medals; and those that have had them already are to
return them. I suspect the hoys will rumble this wone.

Thursday 1 April

Rouddy Coardy~-Simpeon warned me a few days ago that he would
move to Italy to bhecome Chief aof Staff of the UN Air Effart if a No
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Fly Zone were tuw be implemented. I fully expect him to be moaving in
the next few days.

1 have arranged for Suleiman, Commander in Maglaj, tc be taken
tn Split tomorrow morning., John Ellis will RV with him in the
tunnels near Zepce and arrange ftfor his onward transmission via one
uf sur convoys. It's a wee bit illegal buat what the hell!

I left Vitez bound for Kisel jak at @9@0hrs. Roddy
Cordy—-Simpson had promised to take me for a tour around Sarajeve;
I had never been there before. Roddy confirmed that he is moving
toi Italy imminently once I got to Kiseljak. He gave me a rather
nice insert slip for my report on arrival and we set off for
Sarajeve in his armoured landrover soon after 10Q00hrs.

The first checkpoint was HVO but then we went thraough a
Serbian one where we had to show our ID Cards. Most of the area
inte Sarajevo was Sertian territory. The place was pretty badly
shot—up. To start with we visited the Airport and then went to the
PTT Building where the UNHCR was based. I gave two parcels in to
the office for distribution to localsy I was doing this as a favour.

Roddy decided that we should visit Dabrinja; a Muslim run
caommunity under continuous fire. But not today; I didn't hear a
shot fired whilst I was in Sarajeve. There were a great number of
people on the streets. In Dobrinja I saw Comd 1st Corps again. The
whole place is a commune run very efficiently and was most
impressive. '

We jourmneyed on from there on a City Taur. I saw the Haliday
Inn and we ended up at The Residency where Marillon normally lives.
There 1 met Jeremy Braid — Owen's advisor. We had a rather
splendid lunch befare returning to Kiseljak in time for me to make a
Mess Meeting in Vitez at 153@hrs.

The ceasefire that was holding seems to be breaking up again.
Mapglaj, Turbe and even Travnik have been shkelled during the late
afternonn. . Perhaps this is the Serbian respanse te the 'No Fly
Resclution'.

Friday & April

OF SLAVEN the UNHCR crossing at Turbe has been cancelled
indefinitely. I suppowse the UNHCR are concerned about the
implications of political developments — particularly the "No Fly
Zonet. It’s quite funny but I learnt yestarday that the very day on
which the UN intends to cummence it*s next .-round of talks is &
April; the day on which the Germans attacked Sarajevo, the day it
was liberated from the Germans and the very day in 1992 when it was
attacked for the first time.

Today I went to Kiseljak again. I wanted to see Victar
Andreev but I couldn®t get round to it because he was very busy and
I did not want to push the matter. Hrian Watters came with me and
we discussed helicopters etcy Brian is goning to Tuzla in SEAKINGSs
tamorrow., He will overnight there.

Whilst in Kiseljak I said gwodbye to Roddy Cordy—-Simpson who
is now going off ta Italy where he will be Chief of Starf for the
Air Forces implementing the air exclusion zone. He told me he sees
his role as making damn sure that the air exclusion zone is not
carried tn ridiculows lengths. As things stand UN Air Forces can
only shoot down anyhting that flies =~ but they cannot attack ground
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I stayed in tonight and started to work on Honours and Awards.

It is all very difficult as there is no operational status for this
toeur as yet. Maybe there will never bej I hope not as that would be
wrong. In the meantime I have a month to get my citations in order
and presented to HR BRITFOR. Company commanders are recomnending
their boys but there are a great number of 'worthies' who work
directly for me. How to identify exactly who should get what is
terribly difficult. .

The last fall of snow was so heavy and wet that it has
collapsed all out tentage. Thankfully no soldiers are still living
in the tents but I think we will end up taking them down now.
Previously I had intended leaving them up as spare accommodation -
just in case we were heavily reinforced!

Saturday 3 fApril

I woke early and came over to my coffice to work on Honours and
Awards. At V84Q@hrs I departed for Zenica bhecause this morning we
were going to give Ted Skinner and Derek Arnot McEBEride a christian
burial. They had been interred in a Moslem Cemetery with
appropriate headstounes and I thceught we should at least do the
decent thing - not that we hjad much to do with them, but it might
help the families,

At 894Shkrs I met a man called Esad Denanovic at 3rd Corps HQOj
he was the Muslim charged with showing us where the graves were.
Together with Padre Tyrone Hilary we travelled Scuth of Zenica and
found the graveyard on a plateau. There Tyrone took a spade and dug
out the Mouslem headstomnes — replacing them with crosses given by
UNHCR. Thdey had had the names placed on them 1n plastic letters.

I noticed bath men were about 8 years yocunger than myself. Once
that was done Tyrane conducted a very short burial service for both
men. At the end of this Esad Denanovic just said "Clest la Vie". 1
wonder what he meant by that —~ considering both men were working foe
the Muslims but apparently were murdered by the Mujahaddin. I
returned directly to Viter once the service was over — dropping off€
Fsad in Zenica en route.

Sunday 4 April

This moarning we played Zenica Rughky Club again. This return
match was likely to be interesting after the last result which was
17:t16 to them. The match took place in the Stadium and started with
myself and the President of the Rugby Club shaking hands with all
players. LCpl Cleary led us cut to that with his pipes playing the
Regimental March.

The Band played upstairs both berore the mateh, during the
interval and at the end whilst the teams were having drinks in an
upstairs tar. The match itself was not a particularly goo one. We
took an early lead and kept it with the resul® being 12:1@ in aur
favour which was pleasing.

During the afterncon 1 spent a considerable amount of time
trying to sort out Honours and RAwards.

Erian Watters and a party aof 7 others flew to Tuzla from
Kiseljak during the morning. They itised French FPumas and Brian
expects to be there for about 2 days befoare flying back. Joe
Edmunds is with him and so I suppose this will delay Joe’s return to
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Germany — 1 do not suppoase he will complain. [q1ﬂ/
Monday S5 fApril

Yesterday we received notice from the ICRC that about 250
retugees aight well cross the line at Turbe today. This morning
Jean—-Luc confirmed as much and we set up an osperation to recover
them from the Serb side.

Alan Abraham and B Sqn 9/12L were responsible for the detail
af the operation although Matthew Dundas-Whatley did all the liaison
work on the ground. 1 left to join the operation at 1@45hrs and
started by going in to see Beba at his office in Travnik.

Whilst with Beba he received word on the radioc (from the Serbs) that
the refugees were at the front line. I half expected this and had
warned off PAlan Abraham to be far faster than expected. Alan hadl
some SCIMITARs in an averwatch position behind Turbe. I followed
the WARRIORs into the town and went directly up the narthern raute
to the Front Line. There was a little bit of firing. An ITN Team
was with us ~ althaeugh the Serbs did not want it over the Line,

Alan was a little slaw in my apinion and at the Front a line of
mines stretched acrass the road.

We asked the Bosnian Muslims to mave them but they declined as
they felt they might get shot. In consequence I decided I would do
say and did accompanied by Matthew Dundas—Whatley and the RSM. We
ran out, muved the mines and ran back. After that I led a landraver
caonvoey aver the lines - pausing briefly to clear a pole barricade
away just before the Serbian positions. Five buses were at the Serb
Front Line when we arrived.

Immediately I ardered cur transport (mainly Dutchl) to come
forward. I went to each bus and told them who I was and what we
were going to do. After this we began the business of off leading
the buses one by one - as the trucks came up. They were then led
away across the Lines. In the middle of this I heard that Staff
Sergeant Bristow, the PINFO cameraman, had been shot in the head by
a sniper. 1 went back across the Lines immediately — as he had
stayed with the ITN Team. Bristow had already been evacuated and it
seemed that it might not be as seriocus as was at first thought. In
any case there was nothing I could do and so I returned to the Serb
positions where I watched the remainder of the refugees crass—loaded
tn wur vehicles. I then drove back and into the School in Travnik
where chaus seemed to reign. Neither ICRC nor UNHCR were there. 1
went to the lwcal Red Cross Office and telephaned ICRC. They were
still en route and arrived as I left the office. Jean—Luc, Francois
andg Roberto were in the cars. The UNHCR alse turned up shortly
afterwards. There was nothing more I could do and so [ returned to
Vitez and checked on Staff Sergeant Bristow. RApparently the
sniper®s bullet had hat the side of his helmet and the round had
Jjust penetrated into the scull. He was very lucky indeedj his life
saved by the helmet. Later the MST discovered he had & bone
fragment in his brain and so he was CASEVACED to UK later.

Marshal of the RAF Sir feter Harding (CDS), fauline
Neville-Jones (Dep Cabinet Secretary), Brigadier David Jenkins

(DMO} and Andrew Cumming arrived at 190@hrs. I had just watched the
report of our day’s activities on the BFBS News. We briefed then
immediately and then they had a buffet supper in the Officers Mess.
The entire party spent the night in my house.

Tuesday & Rpril
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I woke early in order to be owut of the bathroom quickly.
After a breakfast at B700hrs we went into Turbe with CDS's Party.
There we met Leiko, Filipaviteh, and later Selko. TRhey entertained
us royally before we had to leave at ©34@hrs. 1 insisted on
slivovitz and they also gave us coffee and faad — the traditional
cheese and roast potatoes. CDS seegmed to enjoy his visit very
much. There was some shooting around but nothing serious. After
we left Matthew Dundas—Whatley satyed on to help Beba (also
present) to locate a Muslim body. Later it was found in No-Man’sg
Land.

I touok CDS back toa Vitez where we had cuffee in the Officers
Mess before travelling on to Gornji Vakuf. There Alun Jones
briefed us. We had a gquick walk around and them had a curry lunch.
Bang on the dot at 123@hrs CDS disappeared South to the Redoubt. I
returned to Vitez with Richard Waltier. I had a bath and freshened
myself up on return.

Gtaff Sergeant Bristouw was evacuated by SEAKING this morning.
He is going all the way back to UK to be fully checked out.

We have now had reports that Halibasic, previous Commander in
Tescanj, was killed last night on Boab RAlley. Apparently his
civilian car was struck bty a Serb tank round. It's been a sad day
all round as Matthew Dundas—Whatley's appeal against being made
redundant has been turned down., I told him after the conference
tonight.

Wednesday 7 April

This moarning I went down to Kakanj to join the ECCM Cummissicon
Coordinating Meeting chaired by fAmbassador Thebault. It started
almost on time and went on and ony eventually I gut fed up and left
at 133B8hrs. The meeting achieved very little beyond a general wish
that there wauld only be 7 * joint' checkpoints.

Arter leaving I went to the ILRC and had lunch with Claire
Fodbielski — which was very nice indeed. RQArfter that I went back to
Vitez.

Apparently last night the tank transporters that had parked
sutside the Base had their heavy duty batteries stolen. The fools
had left twe sentries 'on guard’; they were sleeging in a cabin of
ohe of the vehicles. I was furious as it shows 'us'! up in a very
had light to the locals. Andrew Cumming telephoned later and said
he didn®*t think it very guood as it had happened in my areaj; that
didn't please me much either as we neither knew they were coming,
had responsibility for them (picking up Sapper APCs) or had anything
to do with the guarding. .

Thursday 8 April

This was a fairly inactive day far me. We had warning that
there was likely te be a refugee influx tomorrow - across the lines
at Turbe. I warned Bryan Watters off te do it as [ was going to be
away in Dubraovnilk.

Friday 9 RApril

Leaving at @Q7@2hrs @ travelled down to Dubroivnik with my team.
Once there [ booked all of us intos the Hotel Argentina which was a
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fatbulous place averlaoking the ©ld town and harbour, The Dubrovnik
UNMODs were in the same hotel and I met a guy called Jim Finlayson, a
Kiwi Flight Lieutenant, who was the Senior UNMO. He was acharming
but utterly gauche individual. He gave me the law-down on CSgt
Oram*s work in Sarajeve., It loocked Military Medal stuff to me and I
asked him to write it up for me — which he did.

After walking around town we all had dinner in the Hotel.
There was nowhere elso to go at night. Dubrovnik was utterly
deserted of tourists - it was lovely.

Satarday 10 April

The UNMD interpreter toock us on a tour of Dubrovnik and then
we walked around the walls of the old town., The afterncon was spent
being utterly lazy and included a swim (freezing) in the sea just at
the foot of the hotel. Again dinner was in the hotel.

Sunday 11 ARApril

The journey back from Dubrovnik took an amazingly short time
considering ~ four and a half hours. We travelled back via Mostar,
Jablonika and Gornji Vakuf.

In the evening we had a superb dinner night to which we
invited a collection of officers from Kigseljak, and members of the
UNHCR and ICRC. I thanked everyone fror coming and made mention
that this was probably our last serious party before leaving Bosnia.

Monday 1& April

My head hurt quite a lot when I awoke. I had a houseful of
guests whe took breakfast and then departed. Jean Luc, Jean Paul
and Claire were there toc. We had a very nice time even 1f I cannct
remesbar going to bed. Oh yes, Victor Andreev was there taoo.

In the morning we had a meeting of the so—called Huonours
.Committee before I went at lunchtime to the Vitex HVO Easter Farty
in the Hotel Vitez. The hosts were Blascik and Hordich as well as
the Vice Pruesident of the HVO (name escapes me). We met for drinks
and then sat down to be entertained by three groups; a cultural one
from Yitez, the Buswvaca Choral Society and the HVUD Orchestra. At
152@hrs I made an excuse and withdrew.

The No Fly Zone is now in and today being Day 1 a French
MIRAGE crashed intw the Adriatic — no casualties. We can hear a lot
af flying noises; there seem to be gquite a lot above us. I haven't
seen anythinp yet though.

Travnik is terribly tense and has been for several days now.
It all started with the HVO hoisting flags for Easter. Radicals
set tu and so it started. A few people have been killed and we are
patroilling the town using the Standby Platacn. All sides seem very
grateful for that.

Tuesday 13 fApril
My Discovery seems to have a brakes problem; in fact I think
the disks have been worn down. The REME suggested it was VOR and I

told them to get it sorted cut in double—-quick time. We shall see
hnw it all guoes.

I spent the marning on polishing Honours and Awards citations.
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There seem to be so many of them and as well as that I must put a
number in for Force Commanders Commendations. Bryan went to
Kiseljak to talk to the Staff there about all sorts of things but
amungst others when they were intending to drap aid on to Tuzla
Airport. The Americans seemed amazed when we told them we had a
company there.

Wednesday 14 April

The new C0OS of HR BHC wanted to visit Tuzla today.and so I
decided I would gon with him. We used SEAKING helicopters and flew
from Kiseljak at 1@@Bhre. Victor Andreev was with us too. Neo
problems on the flight except that the automatic flares were set off
by some form of IR source as we approached Tuzla Airfield where I
met Philip Jennings.

The Mayor of Tuzla, Beslagic, was there to peet the COS. Arter
a short Int/Ops Briefing Brigadier Vere Hayes sat down and talked to
Beslagic. 1 decided to go ahead and went off to the Hotel Tuzla
where I met Tom Colebrurn—-Malpas, just finishing as ECCM cowrdinator
there. After that I had lunch and a sandwich with Kate Adie of the
BBC. She told me that when she had been given the OBE by The Queen
she had bteen amazingly complimentary about the Eritish Battalion in
Basnia.

On the helicopter up to Tuzla there was an American called
Andrew who represented MEDICARE. I didn't really know what he was
doing there but suspected that he was CIR. In the event later I was
tn discover his plan was to fly aid direct to the Muslims into Tuzla
Airfield. We only learnt this late at night and took etffective
action to stop it all — I hope. There are some crazy people around
here — we would be the reciupients of incoming fire on Tuzla
Airfield ~ if indeed this man had managed to fly through from Venice
we are told.

Vere Hayestagenda in Tuzla was to try and get about 460 Serbs
released fram the town. It seemed to me that the Mayoar and his
cohorts had little intention of so doing but Vere Hayes secemed
optimistic. Personally I do nat think he handlied them too well.

I toured around the soldiers after lunch and then jumped on a
SEAKING at 16@0@hrs. It flew me direct back to Vitez tn 3@ minutes
or so — wonderful! However I was not too well when I got off the
helicopter and spent a lot of last night in bed.

Travnik is bubbling and the ECCM Commission are not helping
oo much. We advised them not to go down a road where people had
been kidnapped last night. They insisted ocn it despite the fact
that we had offered them armour. Brian withdrew the LO Team. Later
they were arrested with Merdan being the man the HVO held, We were
seriously unamused and had to take extensive steps tw get them out.

Thursday 15 April

I started the day by telephoning Zenica and asking to speak
to Ambassador Thebault. He was not there and so I demanded an
explanation of the extraordinary behavicur of the ECCM last night.
I asked the Deputy to investigate and then let me know what had
happened fram his side. et

The rest of the morning I spent in my office doing paperwork.
At 130dhrs I decided I would take a trip araund Travnik teo see haow
things were. 1 took with me Roger the new Surgeon. The commanders
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wf HVO and BiH were out but I wandered around and talked to to
suldiers I met. They all wanted WARRIDR to be in Travnik overnight
and so I ardered that this waeuld happen. In the event there was to
be na trouble overnight - maybe 1n consequence. Halfway through my
trip to Travnik I received word that there was serious trouble in
Zenica. Apparently an HV0 Brigade Commander had been kidnapped

during the morning. His name was Totic. There was a meeting taking

place in the Hotel Internaticnal at 150@hrs. I hurried to be there.
At the meeting I agreed to place WARRIOR in Zenica up until
2123Ahrs, The Civil Authorities were to deal with locating Totic as
the BiH denied absoclutely that it was anything to do with them.
After that 1 stayed in Zenica as I was €n have dinner with Jean-Luc
and Claire,

Friday 16 April

All hell broke loose this morning in Vitez, It seems much of
a repeat of last September. I am sure it's all te do with Totic
etc. There were & considerable number of dead pecple lying around
the streets whaen we first went in thigs morning. At @90Bhrs I went
into the Town to see Tor myself. No coamanders were arcund but at
that time we counted 9 dead alongside the roads., I drove my
Discnvery into Town tetween twoe WARRIDRs which did not seem so
clever when firing started I aust say. I came under fire a couple
of times and an RPG was alsoc fired nearby wheich frightened =me
quite a lot. From Vitez I drove directly to Zenica for the ECCM
Meeeting at 1@3@hrs. That was very incanclusive.

Coming back acrwss the mountains was tricky. 1 had to clear
mines at an ex—~BiH checkpoint at the top; CSqt Oram who was with me
loved every moment of it all. Things were getting very bad in
Vitez and so for my next meeting I decided that I needed to go to
Zenica in ®RA. Escorted by another WARRIOR I left and travelled
down the Valley Road. En route we counted 35 houses that had been
destroyed and alscs saw a family of 5 pecple lying dead where they
had been shot near the village of Nadioceci. Ancether man had been
shot in his doorway about 150 metres to the east of these bodies
too. Again the ECCM Meeting achieved very little. Totic was still
ot located ~ and probably will net be! I stayed the night
thereafter in Zenica so that I could escort both ECMM and ICRC
delegates back to Vitez in the morning.

During the night I arranged for WARRIORs to be positioned in
Vitez and on the Mountain Road to Zenica. Additionally two
SCIMITAR:s were deployed by myself to the Lasva Checkpauint on the
Sarajevo Reocad.

Saturday 17 April

After BR and another WARRIOR (Rit) arrived at @815hrs 1 put
Jean—-Luc Movorra and his interpreter into @A and picked up the ECMM
from the International Hatel. We put the two ECMM vehicles between
aur WARRIORSs and drove down the Hogna Valley towards Vitez. - But
R11 lost a track and turned over; thankfully Cpl Cutting and his
crew escaped without injury but the WARRIOR looks in a bad way.
Consequently we were late for the meeting which was due to take
place at @92Q@hrs., ;

Brian had started without us but I toock over the meeting
once I arrived. VYestarday Brian (in my absence) had arranged a
ceasefire from 1&3@hrs, exchange of priscners, troops back to
barracks or out of the area and this meeting. Neothing really had
happened though. Things were a- little quieter but nat very much.
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I reinforced all these points, made a plan for Vitez and
positioning of armoured vehicles in the Toewn, arranged for a Joint
Commission to be set up to investigate things and made provisional
arrangements for the ICRC to start prisoner releases. This was the
first time that the ICRC had travelled in one of our WARRIDRs and I
was pleased that Jean—Luc had done su. Personally I have now ceen
about 16 hbodies on the streets of Vitez; it is appalling.

( The ceasefire does not seem to be holding very well. NORA
and MBRLs as well as mortars are firing from arcund our Base and
they seem totally undisciplined.

Sunday 19 April

If anything things have got worse overnight. Zenica has blown
up with violence and the Muslims are now having a go at the Craats
"w ligye in and around Zenica. 1 decided that I would try the
Il n Road and took Alex Watts and his Standby Platoosn with me
over the mountain. We found a minefield at the top (Muslim) and I
moved it and went through. I cantinued on through a Croat area at
Cajdras where there were clearly a lot of refugees. After a patrol
aroung Zenica we returned over the Mountain Road again.

At Cajdras our progress was blocked by about 8202 civilians -
mostly women and children. Margaret Green of UNHCR was with us.
ATtter about 3@ minutes of negotiations I agreed to go to Vitez and
pick up a team tao go and see the area of Podbrez)e, West of Zenica,
from where they said they had been ethnically cleansed Ly the
Muslims. By the time I got back to Vitez there was all hell locse.

But I had to go back as I had given my word to return. Together
with Martyn Thomas and about & armoured vehicles we returned. En
route at Cajdras 1 picked up the local priest and we continued on to
Podbirezje. There were a few houwses burning and the HVO

( Headquarters had been attacked. All HYO\HOS buildings in Zenica
seem Lo be taken over by the RiW. In the village itself the local
Muslim soldiers were very hostile. They were looting and I thought
it better to order Martyn Thomas to return.’ We then went to the
Meyor of Zenica's Office where I spoke to him on the telephone. He
agreed to send a representative there tn Cajdras to start tw sort
aut the problem. I asked him for a meeting tomorrow — Martyn Thomase
must go as I must hand over the problem. Margaret Green, the Priest
and ICRC (possibly) were to attend. That having been done I backed
nut and returnced to Vitez leaving Martyn to take the Priest home.
Later in the evening in respunse ta an appeal by Timgmir Blaskie I
put two armoured vehicles in Cajdras to reassure pedﬁ?e. The anly
time I was under direct fire today was in Fodbrezje - a sniper!

The Mosgue in Vitez bGlew up as I returned; a vehicle boab 1
think. Martyn Thomas deplayed all his armoured vehicles and we took
8 seriously injured, & less so and about 2@@ homeless peaple to
Travnik Hospital. It was fairly horrendous — therte arte probably a
few dead under the rubble toeo but we do nolt know yet.

I spoke toa Enver Hadzihasanavic and Timomir Blaskic on the
telephone after this. Apparently Boban and President Izabegovic
have agreed a ceasefire. I agreed with baoth of them that it should
came inty effect at midnight. We shall see.

Manday 19 April
( ' Of course 1t all made little real difrerence. There seemed to
be a bit of a lull but nothing really changed. Andraw Cumming

turned up at @830Lrs and I tuck hin for a tour 1n JULIET. The area
beyund the Mosque in Vitez was in a dreadful mess; there was a leg
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and a piece of bedy in the road and a boady lying across the rubble
ih an upstairs ruined part of a house, All in all about 3-5 people
seem to have died; later itn the day we recovered 3 bhodies but
apparently there were nmure further under the rubble. As we were
under sniper fire down there I didn*t insist that we recavered
bodies.

At 113Z0hrs I had a meeting with The Fresident of Vitez and
also Pers Skopje. Unpleasant little man, Pero: accused us of siding
with the Muslims. I think the HVO have an agenda to wbich they are
working ~ and it is maybe against UNPROFOR in a big way.

I spoke on The World st One and Newshour at lunchtime. In
the arfterncan I esecarted Claire Podbielski and a guy called Raoul
arcvund Vitez area. The ICRC have placed Claire here as their
representative which is super as she is absolutely lovely. I took
Claire to see the displaced persons at the Garage and then into the
Mrsque area before going down to the Lasva Junction. En route we
met 8@ Muslim displaced persuvns who pleaded with us ta take them
awayji it was a bit heart-rending. ARAfter that I returned for the
170@hkrs Conference. Rt the Conference I tald everyone to
concentrate on essentialsy saving lives, keeping route open and
ecscorting convays.

When walking te my house with Claire, Racul and Richard
Waltier at 1608hrs a mortar round fell abuout S5@retres away from us.
Luckily it had little effect as it landed between houses. [ think
it was a une off! ’

Tuesday @@ April

Things are stil)l pretty bad in Vitez and the battles continue
in a big way. I received arders that General Morillon was to visit
the area starting with Zenica and then possibly Vitez. This was
strange as he should have started with me here at Vitez and then
ponssibly gone around the area. Anyway I first went inte Zenica and
saw bath the UNHCR (Margaret Green) and ICRC (Jean—Luc Noverraz);j
telling them that Mourillen was about to arrive (approximately
1330hrs) and perbhaps they too sjhould join the meeting. We arranged
tu meet just as one enters Zenica by the Valley Route. 1 also went
briefly to 3rd Corps HQ where I saw Merdan; telling him what we had
beer doing. But when'we all met at 133@hrs it became clear that
Moarillon had ant even mel: »ur escort at Kakanj. I suggested that
they should gu back to their offices and when he turned up I would
telephone them.

In the event I decided to go to Hakan) so that I was there
when he arrived. I drove down there in JULIET. In fact he wasn't
there and still had not turned up by 1515hrs. Furiously I left and
drove back; only %o hear on the radio that he had gone through
Bucovaca at 145Shrsy bound for Zenica with an ECMM and SPANBAT
escort. I turned and went hack to The Hotel International where I
was very angry/abrupt with Morillen; saying I had wasted all today
and many of my precious operational assets ona wild goosse chase. He
was most apologetic to ke fair and so I calmed down a bit. 1 met
the new Piers; a Wing Commander called Bernard. After that I left
for Vitez (having orpganized an escort for BRlascik to get to Zenica
from Vitez)., En route back and for the village of Katici a sniper
opened up on the vehicle. He hit one of my aeriale and fraightened
LCpl Higginson very much!

Wednesday 21 April
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Things are still very bad and the guns/mortars surrounding the
Vitez Hase are continuing to fire. It seesms to me that the people
who have really suffered are the Muslim civilians who have been
massacred in considerable numbers - maybe as many as Z@@ perhaps
even mare. On the cther hand the Croats are doing bandly. The
Muslims seem to have advanced acrass the opstina boundary from

-

Zenica by up to 3 kms.

Ambaccador Thebault called a meeting of all interested
parties at the ECECM House near our Base. Brigadier Milivej Petkovic,
COS HVUO, and Sefer Halilavie, CinC BiH Army, were present.

Petkovic asked me if we cwould get hold of Hlascik frem Hotel Vitez.

I agreed and went there myself in JULIET. En route a sniper had a
g» at us near the Garage but was well high. We backed the vehicle
into Hotel Vitez and after a while EBlascik appeared. He asked me to
rescute some of his Officers’ families from Zenica; 1 agreed to prove
that we were nat one-+sided.

The meeting trook & long time but eventually came up with some
conclusions. RAn immediate ceasefire {(of course), a separation of
lines along the rough opstina boundaries (supervised by BRITEAT, a
demilitarized area (only UN troops inside) between the Mountain Road
and the Valley Rwad to Zenica, a Joint Command (based at Vitez) and
finally the realease of all detainees. Everyone parted on good
terms — me stressing to BRlascik that the roadblock at Busovaca must
be opened np again (Kordich is np to his normal tricks).

Firing continued during the night but it seemed to lessen.
I had a party in my house to which I invited Martin Bell (BBC News),
Roddy tcCauley (Ops OFffr), Bryan Watters, Richtard Waltier, Claire
Podbielsky and Amela Sadagic (ICRC Interpreter). -

Thursday 22 April

Surprisingly perhaps there has been a reduction 1n the socunds
of explosions ete during the night. But [ wanted to sort aut going
between the lines and held a planning conference on that at @90@hrs.
I decided that I would take twoe SCIMITARs (Mark Jones), a platoon of
WAHRTORs (Alex Watts) and JULIET in this task. To start with I went
up the Mountain Road and from the top struck East. It was guite
difficult to go thraugh the narrow lanes but eventually we reached a
magnificent plateau withg splendid views. We stopped there for a
while and Mark Janes recced a raute to the South. We found a route
ts Kratine and thence ¢t Nadioci — but the route was not marked on
the map. En route I spoke to both the BiH and HVO; all had heard of
the ceasefire but I rcould still hear breaches of it. The BiH were
most reluctant to withdraw from the areas they had captured as they
claimed that atrocities including children being killed had occurred
in the villaye of Rhinici. Therefore I decided to travel to Ahinici
and see fur mayself.

The village of Rhinici was thoroughly Jdestroyed; all Muslim
hoitses were destroyed., The minaret on the Mosgque had been blown up
and locked like a rocket — pasitioned as it was at a crazy angle.
We drove through the village tv the end and then I ardered a
thoroughk search to be made of all houses. We were looking for
bodies. Abaoaut a third ofF the way through the village the soldiers
found blackened courpses of a man and a c¢hild on the stairs at the
front entrance of a house. In the cellar an adult (mother?) and
paussibly five children had died. From the doubled back pusition of
the heads of at least twa children (all burnt) it was clear that
they had died in agony. It was appalling. Later we found evidence
of wther shocstings and the skull of another child at the battom of

00189921
4t




141y

the village in the last house on the left before the main road. It
was appalling., Two shots went over my WARRIOR as I returned to camp.

Both Martin Bell (BBC) and Paul Davies (ITN) were with us and
reported it — although it cannot ge wut until tomorrow. Later
Ambassador Thebault arrived and I showed him. He was greatly upset
by what he saw. RAfter that we returned to Vitez. I wrote a letter
to Blascik asking him to investigate the atreocity and gave an
interview to a Guardian journalist called Tan in my house. It has
been & hell of a day today. Since the BRallykelly Bomb.I've never
seen anything as bad. Perhaps this was worse as it inveolved
children.

Later in the evening I saw the videotape taken taday. It was
very. compelling stnff. Some of my actions may get me into trouble
with MOD PR3 we shall cee. However I am not prepared to ask far
anything to be removed. A CNN reporter called Christina asked me
ta speak live on Newshour at 218@hkrs. I did thisj; apparently it is
seen by all major offices in Washington and is a most influential
progranme!

Friday 23 April ity

The day started with me telling Bryan to reduce the RAlert
State in Camp. There is no longer an absolute need for everyone to
wear helmats and flak jackets. RAfter that I gave orders for a
patrol acrass the disputed area - I used the same formula as
yesterday.

We set off at 11@Bhrs and travelled to the Mouuntain Road
Checkpoint where we turned up the mountain. MRAfter a short while we
came across a Muslim Checkpoint and there wasa very short delay as
we told them ta open it. After that We travelled in convoy to
Pavlaca and thence south to Vrhovine where we encountered an
intransigent Muslim Commander whn refused to let us ge through the
lines to the south an twoe counts. First there were two minefields
and second he had noe orders to let anyone thraugh., After about 32
minutes of discussion I withdrew and went doewn the route we had gone
yesterday (LANCER). That presented no real problems except that it
was clear the Musltim forces were most reluctant to withdraw and the
Cruoats were moving forward to their agreed boundary. At the main
rvad we turned east towards Zenica and beyond the Busavaca turnoff
went north into Putis.

There we saw the body of an o0ld man in the fields and so I
swung my WARRIOR cross country to its location. We pulled the body
first before we bagged it with hesian, After that we put it in @B
where Richard Waltier complained a little because of the stink! 1In
the next village of Jelinak there was nobady present either.
However some houses had been sacked; 1 entered one that was
obviously a Craat residence (Virgin Mary statue on the TV). UWhilst
we were in the village a sniper opened up on us., He fired three
rounds LCpl Higginson was able to identify the firing points It
was on the Gradina feature to nur south. Immediately arfter that an
anti-tank projectile of some sart slammed into the house beside us.
I dashed back to ay vehicle, climbed in to the commanders seat and
gave orders. However when 1 looked through the sight the twe
perpetrators were standing up. It would have been murder to kill
them outright and so I ordered LCpl Higginson to aim left into the
rocks first. The first burst sent the men diving for cover and the
rest hit arcound their lucation. In fact I was acting totally in
accuordance with UN rulesj paragrtaph 17d states that warning shots
must be fired. They were and a total o«f 8@ raunds of co—ax were

0018999+
s | 9922

-Tx



4%

fired in all. Many journalists were with us and so it was all on
camera. We withdrew down to the main rouad where as we foarmed up we
came under fire again. We could not identify the firing point
though and so we did naut return fire.

During the evening I did an interview with Trevor MacDonald
on News at Ten. I made no reference to the shooting earlier as the
news about Ahinici was making headlines everywhere.

Saturday 24 April .

The business of Ahmici is relly big now and I decided to go
and see Santic, President of Vitez, and alsoc Pero Skopje, leader of
the HDZ. I drove inte town in my WARRIOR and found them both in the
basement of the PTT Building. I was fairly to the point. 1
infurmed them about what 1 had seen in RAhmnici, that it was & tatal
disgrace, that it might have big impact on American opinion and put
it to them that the Americans might just decide to arm the Muslims.

In shert it was a disaster for HVUO politics and thos that were
respoensible should bhe identified and dealt with as soon as possible.
In addition I felt that the matter should be investigated fully with
Busnian Muslims on the Cummission that did so. After thic I went to
see Rlaskic whn was in Hotel Vitez. He readily agreed that it was
bis zone of responsibility and that he must do something positive.

I taold him that it needed action at the very highest level. For
example I suggested that the Security Council ambassadors might
visit Vitez later today. The impact would be severe and the HVUD had
ketter doa samething.

Rfter that I returned to the PINFO house where I briefed the
Press on what had taken place and in particular Blaskic!s agreement
that it was in his area of responsibility. I stated that Blaskic
had tonld me that top level meetings were taking place about it too.
In fairness to Rlaskic I also towld them he seemed very sthocked abaout
it all!

During the afterncon the a group of Security Council
ambassadors did visit. We briefed them Tor about 3@ minutes in the
Intelligence Cell and then I took them to Ahmici under armour.
Previously we had cleared the house with bodies 30 as to ensure
there were no booby traps in it. We stopped at the bottom of Ahmici
and then walked up the hill to the top. There the ambassadors
viewed the houuse and bodies. ARAll were very shaocked. The leader was
the Venezuelan Ambassador ~ a really tnice guy whe gave me a silver
cain. After that I said gooadbye and they proaceeded an their way to
Kiseljak. En route back to base I went to investigate a fire on the
hills morth of Krecvine. It was the ground on fire and we went to
the Croat front lines. fs we did so we came under ftirej; I think
from the Muslims. Four or five rounds were fired at JULIET and one
may have struck us. We did not return fire.

Andrew Cumming stayed with me avernight. He pave me my
insert slip report. This was his last visit. It has not been a
particalarly happy relationship between us. I was Tairly tlunt as we
parted - saying that I was always conscious that he seemed ! jealous?
and that I felt, at times, he had been too worried about taking
casualties.
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34c 1st Battalion
The 22nd (CHBESBIRE) Regiment
Bila school
VITEZ
British Forces Post Office 547

I apologise that this is a typed letter but it allows me to clear my conscience and
write a few letters that I feel I owe. After a short break in the UR, I arrived in
Bosnia on the 6th of rebruary and have not really drawn breath. The Battalion is
doing a quite outstanding job here, as part of the United Nations and their courage
and coolness under fire has become so common place that it now passes without comment.
To date we have had two soldiers killed and twenty injured the majority of the injured
have returned to duty.

The greatest impact does not come from the sight of the battle and its immediate
aftermath but from the collateral damage to the civilian population. The sight of
mutilated women and children and countless refugees is scmathing that nothing can
prepare you for. The recent campaigne in which we have been involved have been
‘clean’ wars, fought betwsen combatants. There are faw noble acta in a civil war.
I suspect some of our people will be troubled by what we have been powerless to
prevent and I think there lies the rub. I suspect history will not judge the world
community on what it has done here but on what it has or will fail to do. We are
powerless under the present mandate to prevent this genocide taking place on a
holocaust like preportion.

It is all too easy to apportion blame to a specific faction prosecuting its particular
military or political advantage. It is convenient to identify the culprit and level
the blame in his direction. It is comfortable but too simplistic. There are no "goocd
guys and bad guys® in this bitter civil war, there are only victims. Wwho the victim
is or which of the triumbirate is the victim changes from region to region.

The Serbs, Croats and Muslims appear incapable of restraint and will push home their
advantage when the opportunity arrives with all the means at their disposal. The
peace initiatives currently on the world stage are undervwritten by the requirement for
the desire for peace and a return to the status quo. As such I believe it has little
chance of success because it ignores the facets of this war, which are:

The combatants appear to have lost sight of their strategic objectives, if they
ever had any. The war appears tc have gained a momentum of its own and has
become self perpetuating, fed on a lust for killing and the sacred cread of
revenge, a war psychosis.

The war is not fought on any single plane, it is now a complex web of coursesa
and objectives at the strategic, tactical and personal 1level. Any peace
initiative or ceasefire that meets the requirements of the protagonists on one
level will falter ultimately at the personal level, in the village, with the
need to avenge some hideously barbaric atrocity in kind.

The war tends to be conducted over considerable ranges. The mortar and
artillery piece together with the sniper are the primary means of waging war.
Thus the combatants do not witness the death and deatruction they cause. They
do not look into the eyes of their enemy; there is no genocide fatique ‘on the
part of the gunners and snipers.

How do 1 CHESHIRE find themselves able to contribute to the humanitarian sffort being
expended in Bosnia by the United Nations? Each National military unit has an area of
Bosnia as its Area of Responsibility (AOR) and the unit is described by its national
name, thus the 850 members of the 1 CHESHIRE Group are known as The British Battalion
or BRITBAT. Our mission is deceptively simple: To assist the united Nations High
Commission for Refugees to distribute Humanitarian Aid. This has been interpreted by
many UN units quite literally and they escort convoys through out their area. This
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is often unproductive as these convoys ars unable to reach their destination due to
fighting or intransigent ethnic checkpoints.

1 CHESHIRE's concept of operations requires the Battalion to dominate its AOR and
through the establishing of local peace initiatives and the agreed passage of battle
lines lay a framework of trust and security for the passage of humanitarian aid. This
has regularly required the interjection of force to demonstrate our resolve and the
prompt returning of fire to support that resolve. The Balkans has a deeply held
respect for the strong and will ruthlessly exploit any weakness. This robust form of
U¥ interjection does not always rest easily with our more “"professional" or
experxienced UN colleagues. My personal view is that many of these so called
experienced peace keepers have lost sight of how to prosecuts their mission with
anything but endless negotiation and constant retraction. The successful formula is
the rather cliched steel fist within a velvet glove. It is our modus operendi and no
one is in any doubt that we will remove the valvet glove if that is the only course
available. In order to achiave our framework of trust and a belief in the minds of
the indigenous forces of our impartiality and integrity we have pushed our mandate to
its limit. We have for example transported displaced military units whose existence
was upsetting the delicate Croat/Muslim local ethnic balance. oOur soldiers have
cleared mines, retrieved the dead and wounded from the battle field and secured the
safe passage of countless wretched refugees through the lines of battle to a place of
relative or temporary safety. At what cost this has been to ocurselves is difficult
in real terms to quantify. It is not yet however the time to count the cost to
ourselves as the cost of this war to the innocents is all too apparent and demands our
tireless efforts.

This letter when I began it was not intended to be a philosophical or indeed
conceptual explanation of our role in Bosnia, I am afraid it appears to have developed
that way. Before I close I would like to exorcise two further conundrums that puzzles
me and for which I have no anawver.

We the United nations are prepared to stand by and witness at first hand the killing
of combatants , women and children and as a world community we will not directly
intervene. I understand the risks, I presume they (The Eeopled Bosnia) are not worth
the risks, but I can't, and don’'t want to helieve that is the answer.

In prosecuting our tasks we have very clear rules of engagement. If we are engaged
we can return fire to protect ocurselves or those in our temporary safe keeping. 1In
placing ourselves in areas of greatest risk, including occasionally between the
combatants this has often been required. We ars limited to our direct fire weapons
which give us an effective ranges of 1000 metres and an extreme range of about 2000
matres. We are therefore unable to effectively deal with Mortar or Artillery fire
when it is directed against us. I have been told by tha commanding UN General that
artillery and mortars (ie indirect fire weapons) should not be on the inventory of
United Nations peace keeping forces as by their nature they are indiscriminate. The
Swedish General in question had a fervent belief in the surgical capability of air
power and did not appear to entertain discussion on its limitations or as to why it
is not currently available. The arqument also partains that our use of these weapons
would escalate the conflict or our involvement in it. That it is not acceptable for
the indigenous forces (a politically correct statement) to engage our soldiers with
direct fire weapons is indisputable. We have returned fire to considerable effect
with all our direct fire weapons to date. It by implication appears to be politically
acceptable for our soldiers to be angaged at this time by indirect fire without the
means to reply. This as a principle would appear to be quite usual for United Nations
operations and greeted by the Bosnian Combatant as a demonatration of UN weakness.
In military terms I can seae the inherent dangers of our use of indirect fire weapons
and specifically the risk of ourselves killing innocent bystanders and possibly there
is the true political conundrum, the impossible task of the peace monitor, keeper,
protector or enforcer. Doug Hamerskold (2nd Gen Ssec UN) said, "Peace keeping is a job
not suited to soldiers, but a job only soldiers can do". If there is not the
political or humanitarian will to enforce peace regardless of the cost then we remain
sidelined and in political terms are little more than expendable spectators.

This returns me to how we will be judged by history or closer to home how my children
will raegard our role in this genocidal conflict. How did we stand by and watch the
systematic deatruction of Sarajevo by the Serb artillery? Why did we prevaricate
while sarajevo burnt? What did we think while we watched entire communities
disposseased of their homes and flee into a cauldron of shell fire to die in the
streets of some further besieged village of cold and neglect.
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We do try to make a positive contribution, to instill a little sanity or demongtrate
some humanity. Today might serve as a snap shot, Matthew Dundas-¥hatley (a Battalion
LO) was tasked to arrange a ceasafire between the sometime Muslim-Croat coalition and
the Bosnian Serb Army in a village called TURBE. The aim was to cross the line and
with our trucks collect 150 refugees and take them to the town of TRAVNIK. A journey
of 5kms from Bosnian Serbia to Bosnia Herzegovina. The ceasefire agreed I deployed
3 WARRIOR and 2 SCIMITAR into the village to provide close protection and over-watch.
with a Bosnian Armija (BiH) officer responsible for the Refugee Commission in Travnik
we moved towards the front line in a convoy of his car and 3 land rovers. At the mine
field that marks the forward edge of the BiN/BEVO line Mr Baber and myself dismounted
and moved 6 TMM Anti-Tank mines from the road. our convoy then drove through no mans
land to the forward edge of the Bosnian Serb positions and into their rear area to
link up with the refugees. 150 young and old men, women and children were gitting in
4, 45 seater coaches. We placed a very ill mentally retarded child and an old blind
man and his wife in our ambulance and cross loaded the remaining refugees into our §5,
8 Ton trucks. we then retraced our steps, replaced the mines and began our 5km
journey to TRAVNIK. The BiH stopped us still within TURBE and demanded to search our
trucks and check the identity of the refugees for spies. I refused their demands,
agreed to the plecing of 2 BiH soldiers on the first truck and proceeded to TRAVNIK.
I refused because we were still well within range of the Serb mortars covering the
front line and our withdrawal is often followed by a few well placed rounds. We
proceedsd to a primary school in TURBE which doubles as a rafugee centre and delivered
our pathetic cargo, clutching their worlds possessions in a single bag to their ethnic
kin. That brings the total The Battalion has escorted on this route to over 2000.
Today went well, a very amooth operation. There were a few shots fired but non
appeared to be directed at us. Two days ago on the same operation §Sgt Bristo wvas
shot in the head. He was flown from our base in Vitez to England via split in
Croatia. His helmet saved his life.

Tonight I deployed a liaison officer intoc Travnik supported by 2 WARRIORS and 2
SCIMITARS. There is a dispute between the Croats and Muslims over the positioning of
their respective flags. Two Muslims were shot dead last night and one Croat earlier
this evening. These are of course allies, but then again this is Bosnia. It is
1153pm. I withdrew our people at llpm, it appeared relatively quiet. I can hear
sporadic rifle fire but that is nothing unusual. The situation report as at 2300 hrs
9 april reported: Generally a quiet day, a successful refugee crossing in Turbe, an
increase in tension in Travnik, sporadic shelling throughout our area and General
Morillon was escorted to Split departing vitez at 0230 hrs.

I offer no comment on todays activities. Bob is away for a well deserved long weekend
(the balance of his R & R), thus today I have enjoyed commanding the Battalion.

I do not know what ‘the next few weeks will hold. It achiaeves little to second guess
this game of Balkan chess, where the only truth is a lie.

We will continue to do what we can to contribute in some small way. we have not lost
our perspective nor our coomitment to the preservation of good over evil. Like any
professional it remains an imperative to avoid personal involvement. there are some
who have lost their perspective, I do not condemn them, they are however less
effective. A few have lost their edge but they have been through a great deal and
their stock has run low. I hope this letter has not appeared to over dramatize it was
intended to do quite the reverse. I will enjoy leaving Bosnia, although it will be
difficult to leave. Today I lifted a child onto one of our trucks, it was a beautiful
child, I was glad it was not mine.
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